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FRANCIS 
 LodBiſhopfELY, 


AND 
LORD ALMONER 


T © 
His Majeſty. 
My Lord, 
Hough I am almoſt 
aſhamed to make 
: my Addreſs to your 
Lordſhip with ſo ſmall a 
Treatiſe as this, yet having 
no more of it fintſhed, and 
this lictle bemg the Founda- 
tion of the reſt, I hope 
3 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
your Lordſhip will accept 
of it as ſome acknowledge 
ment of thoſe great, Con- 
deſcentiohs with which your 
Lordſhip hath been' pleas'd * 
to honour ſo mean a Per- 
fon as my ſelf. + 

I might indeed, if I had 
conceiyed it better ſo to do, 
have kept it by me, till it 
had grown more complete, 
and fo have made it a more 
ſuitable Preſent to a Per- 
ſon of your Lordfhips 
Character in the Church 
and in the Court: But 
I conſidered that what 1 
now humbly offer to your 
Lord{hip and the Publick, 


mult 


/ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. \, 


muſt be my Meaſure in the 
following I rats, and fo 
may need the advice of 0- 
thers as well as my own 
"thoughts to perfe& it, and 
I may gain thus advantage 
by the ſeparate Edition of © 
it, to know from ſome of 
my Friends what in it is 
weak or imperfet : In 
which if your Lordſhip 
 wil-further vyouchſafe your 
admonition , it will make 
what remains the more fit 
to be preſented to your 
Lordſhip, by 


Your Moſt Obliged, 
Welwynne, Moſt Obedient, and 
Nov. 26. 
1685, Moſt humble Servant, 


Gabriel Towerſon. 
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Of the Significatimm of the Ward 


SACRAMEN T. 


HE Word Sacrament, iz the pri- 
mitive notion of .z#, the name 
of the Military Oath, as well that , 
which came to be afterwards impos d, 
as that which mas at firſt voluntarily 
taken by the Souldiers. Which deno- 
mination it had both from the ſacred- 
zeſs of an Oath in its own Nature, 
and from thoſe Sacred Ceremonies , 
wherewith that, and-other Oaths were 
attended. The Word Sacrament, 7 
the Chriſtian ſenſe of it , tranſla- 
ted from thence intothe Church, and 
applied to thoſe Inſtitutions of it , 
which now go unaer that name. As is 
made 


- 


The Contents. 


made appear from the footing the for- 
mer fenifcation had gotten in the 
World ; From the Scriptures, and 

the Ancient Chriſtians repreſenting 

the Life and Inſtitution of a Chriſti- 

an under the notion of a Military 

one; And, in fine, from the ſame 

| Antients making uſe of that: Word 

| > | in the Military fenſe, Evidence of 
i this laſt from general applications of 
"oY it , and an account given thereupon 

| of the particular inſtances, whith they 
gave of the likeneſs of the Chriſtian 

Sacrament to the purely Military 

One. | PAS. I. 


: "TI 


The Contents of the ſecond Part. 
Of the Nature of a SACRAMENT. 


' Sacrament ſhewn to be a Rela- 
tive thing, more particularly fnch 
4 Relative thing, as hath the relati- 
08 of ax outward , and viſible ſign 
of that , of . which it is a Sacrament. 
That therefore affion'd as the Genus 
of a Sacrament , and enquiry there- 
pou made after thoſe efential attri- 
butes , which difference it from other 
” outward 
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outward and wiſible fignss Which is 
endeavonr'd ta be evinc'd fromthe ſe- 
wveral things ta which a Sacrament 
relates, the manner of ts relation 
to each of thim , and the foundation 
of that econ The things, to 
which a Sacrament relates, ſhewn in 
the general to be Sacred, or Divine, 
more particularly, divine Graces, and 
humane Duties, that New Covenant, 
which connets them together, and 
that body of men, which is confedera- 
ted by it. To the firſt of which a Sa- 
crament relates in the nature of a ſign, 
4 means of conveyance, and a pledge ; 
To the ſecond in the nature of a ſim- 
ple ſign, or declaration, and (by 
means of that Covenant , which it 
conciliates ) as an Obligation to them ; 
To the third in the nature of ſuch a 
ſign, as ſerves alſo to give being to, 
or rexew it; And to the fourth, and 
laſt in the nature of a Diſcrimina- 
tive ſign , or badge , and as a means 
of bringing particular men into it , or 
continuing them in it, The foun- 
dation of all theſe relations ſhewn to 
be the Inſtitution of Chriſt, 4s that 
again, not ſo much as delivered by 
him, as applied 0 thoſe elements, FL 
= g | whish 
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which they are ſubjected, by a declara- 
tion of the purport of the Inſtitution, 
and by doing ſuch other things to them, 
as either the general precepts of Chri- 
ſtianity, or the more particular precepts 
of the inſtitution cblige to the perfor- 
mance of. A brief recollettion made of 


all the forementioned particulars, and 


Al 


the eſſential attributes of a Sacrament 
aeauced from thence, and exemplified 
in ſeveral definitions of it. Pag. 25. 


A 


The Contents of the Third Parr. 


farther Explication of the Na- 
ture of a- Sacrament, with a reſolu- 
tion of ſeveral Queſtions belonging 


thereunto, or depending more im- 
meditely upon it. 


" H E Nature of a Sacrament 


brought ao ain under confiderat ion, 


and enquiry accordingly made concern- 
ins that inward and Spiritual Grace, 
to which it relates, the manner of ts 
relation to 7r, and the foundation of 
that relation. This laſt more particu- 
larly infifled upon, and as it was be-' 
fore reſolv'd to be the Toititution of 
= Chriſt, 


\ 
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Chriſt, ſo a wore ample account gi- 
ven thereupon of that Inſtitution of 
his, and of thoſe Commands, axd 
Promiſes, whereof it doth conſiſt. 
Thoſe Commands again conſidered 
with reference to the ſacramental E- 
lements , before they put on that rela- 
tion, or after they are inveſted with it. 
The former whereof are fhewn in the 
general to enjoys the ſetting them a-. 
part for that purpoſe, or Conſecra- 
ting them , and enquiry therenpon 
made by whom - they ought to. be ſet 
apart ,. and whether their intention , 
or good diſpoſition be requiſite 19 
give force unto it : The latter the 
Conſecrators diſpenſing them as the 
Inſtitutor thereof hath preſcrib'd,. and 
the peoples recetving them from them, 
with the Manner of i'®. Upon occaſt- 
on whereof Enquiry is made, concern- 
ing the neceſſity of Sacraments, and 
in what ſort, or degree they ought to 
be accounted ſuch. A like particular 
account given of the Promiſes of the 
Inſtitution , which are ſhewn in the 
general to aſſure Chriſt's making what 
2s done both by the Confecrators, ant 
Receivers to be available for thoſe 
ends, for which they were enjoyn'd; 

More 


The Contents. '- 
More particularly his neninly that 


into 4 Sacrament , which is by the for- 
mer ſet apart to be ſo ( and which how 
it is done is, upon that account, enquir d 
into) and, where the Receivers are 
rightly diſposd, acompanying the diſ- 
penſation of the Sacramental Elements 
with the Diſpenſation of the Divine 
Graces. An application of the whole: 
to the buſineſs in hand, and Enquiry 
accordingly made, how the former 
Commands , and Promiſes contri- 
bute toward the Founding a Saera- 
mental Relation, and how alſo to the 
efficaty of the elements, after that Re- 
lation is produced in them. Pag. 95; 


The Contents of the fourth Part. © 


Of the . Jewiſh Sacraments, ard 
the Namber of the Chriſtian. 


* H HE Dottrine of the Sacraments 
Kk adrawn down to particulars, and 
enquiry firſt made concerning the Jew- 
1h  Sacramerits,, and then concern- 
ing the Chriſtian ones. As t6 the 
former whereof is ſhewn firſt, that 
there were indeed fuch Sacraments a- 
Mong, 
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mong them , and evidence made there- 
of, from. their enjoying the ſame 
Saving Graces, which our Sacra- 
ments pretend to convey , from their 
being furniſhed alike withExtefnal 
Symbols to convey them, and thoſe 
Symbols of Goa, and Chriſt's inſti- 
tution : Secondly, -that thoſe Sacra- 
ments of theirs were either. the ex- 
traordinary oxes they had in their paſ- 
ſage from Agypt to Canaan, as therr - 
Baptiſm 27» the Cloud, 'and in the 
Sea, and the Euchariſt of Maznra , 
and the Water of the Rock, or the 
ordinary ozes of Circumciſion, azd 
the Paſsover ; Thirdly, That, though 
they were of the ſame general nature 
with the Chriſtian , yet they differ'd 
from them , both as to the manner of 
their repreſenting the Divine Graces, 
which was not p clear, and as to the 
meaſure of conveyance of them, which 
was ot fo full, as i» the Chriſtian 
Sacraments. Thoſe Chriſtian Sacra- 
ments, in the next place, brought un- 
der conſideration , and evidence made 
of Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper 
being the only true, and proper ozes, 
or of general neceſſity to Salvation. 
P- F3F. 
Errata. 
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In > Text. 

.e3.1.antep. r.tended.p. 80.1.2.r.t0 it. p.rog.l. g.for 
P*533 C. ks 6.1.1 ny appears. Pp. ns "4 thy 
antient. p. 168. 1.antep.for with r.in | 
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Of the Signification of - the Word 


SACRAMENT. 
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The Word Sacrament, iz the primi«s 
tive notion of it, the name of the 
Military Oath, as well that, which 
came to be afterwards impos'd, as 
that which was at firſb voluntarily 
taken by the Souldiers, Which de+ 
nomination it had both from the ſa- 
credneſs of an Oath in its own Na- 

; B | FUYe,. 
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ture, and from thoſe Sacred Cere- 
monies, wherewith that, and other 
Oaths were attended, The Word 
Sacrament, 72 the Chriſtian ſexe, 
of it , tranſlated from thence into 
' the Church, and appliedto thoſe In- 
ftitutions of it, which now go under 
that name. As is made appear 
from the footing the former Goat 
cation had gotten in the World ; 
From the Scriptures, and the 
Ancient Chriſtians repreſenting the 
Life and Inſtitution of a Chriſtian 
under the notion of a Military one ; 
And, in fine, from the ſame Anti- 
ent's making uſe of that Word: is 
the Military 0 Ewiadence of 
this laſt from general applications 
of it, and an account given there- 
upon of the particular inſtances , 
which theyegave of the likeneſs of 
the Chriſtian Sacrament ts the 
purely Military ore. | 


F it ſhall pleaſe that God, by 


Queſtion. 


Þow ma- *Y whom T have been carried on 
ny Dacra- '\\ thus far, to continue'to me the 
me its hath * me Health, and Leifure, and 


Chziit oz {;., | _ in ' 

datned fn Affiſtances, which T have met with 

bis Church? 41 compoſing 'the 7hree foregoing 
. parts 


of the Word Sacrament, 

parts of this Explicatios, T will en- 
deavour to inform my elf, and then 
others concerning the Sacraments of 
our Religion, more particularly con- 
 cerning thoſe two, which { in the 
opinion of our Church )- are the'on- 
ly either proper (a); or” generally 
peceſſary (bY ones . Thoſe, as they 
_ are the Argument of the fowrth and 
Jaſt Part of our Churches Care- 
chiſm ; ſo being accordingly to be the 
matter of this fourth and Jaft Part 
of my Expiication of it, 

I will begin , for that purpoſe, 
with the ſignification of the word Sa- 


v4 


Anſwer. 
Zwo only, ' 
as general- 
Ip nccellarp 
to Dalvatt- 
on, that is 
to fay,Bap- 
ttm and |, 
the Dupper 
of the 
Þ02d, 

(z Art, of 
el. 25. _ 

(b) Carech, 

ab1 ſupras 


crament, and which, though it will. 


not clear up to us the full Nature 
of the things intended by it, yet will 
ſerve to diſcover to us a confidera- 
ble part thereof, and help toward 
the finding out of the other. Now 
the word Sacrament, in the Anticnt 
intendment of it, ſignified an Oath , 
and particularly that Oath, which 
Souldiers took to be faithful to their 
Generals, and to do all thoſe other 
things which the duty of their place, 
or the Diſcipline of War required of 
them : With this only difference it 
point of time ( which is wont either 

B 2 to 
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to contract, or enlarge the ſignifica- 
tion of words) that as that Oath 
was at firſt voluntarily taken by the 
Souldiers, ſo the word Sacrament was 
ſome time ſet to denote ſuch wolun- 
. tary ones in contradiſtinCtion to thoſe, 
which were afterwards i»pos'd. We 
have . an illuſtrious proof of. all this 
in a paſſage of Livy *, which there- 
fore I ſhall here ſubjoyn. 
Then firſt ( even in the 
.Conſulſhip of L. Amilius 
Paulus, and Terentins Vay- 


* Hiſt. lib. 22. Milites tanc, 
quod nunquan antea fatium erat, 
qurefurando 4 Tribanis militum 
adafti, juſſu Conſulum conventu- 


ros, neque injiſſn abitures. Nam 


ad eam diem nil preter Sacra- 
mentum futrat, & ubi ad decu- 
Tlatum, aut centuriatum conveniſ- 
ſent; ſua woluntate ipſi inter (2 
equites decuriatt, centuriati pedi- 
tes conjurabant, ſiſe fuge, atque 
formidinis ergo, nonabituros, ne- 
* aue ex ordine receſſuros, niſt tell 
Sumendi, aut petendi, aut hoſtis 
feriendi, aut cins ſervandi cauſa. 
I ex woluntariointer ipſos federe 
ad legitiman qurisjuraudi ad- 
&fionen tranſlatum. 


r0 ) were the Souldiers 
oblig'd by their Tribunes 
under an Oath to meet to- 


gether at the command of 
their Conſuls, and not to 


depart without their leave. 
For till that time there 
had been nothing but a Sa- 
crament,and when they were 
met together by Tens, or 


by Hundreds, the Horſe- 


% 


men, who met by Tens, aud the Foot- 
men, who met by Hundreds, did, of 

their own proper motion, take an Oath 

among themſelves, that they would not 

depart ot of fear, or cowardice, wor 

quit their ranks at any time, unleſs 
{1 


of the Word SdAcrament. 5 


it were to take up their Weapon , to 
dart at, or ſtrike the Enemy, or to ſave 
a Citizen. But that which proceeded at 
firſt from a voluntary Covenant among 
themſelves, was by the 'Tribunes atte- 
red into a preſcribed, and impoſed 
Oath, and the Souldiers forc'd to take 
it from them. Where we have not 
only the word Sacrament ſetto de- 
note a Souldier's Oath, but ſuch an 
Oath, as was voluntarily taken by 
them, and had rather their own free 
conſent, than the Command -of 
their General to give being to it, 
But as we find by the ſame paſlage , 
that what was at firſt but voluntary, 
came afterwardsto be impoſed upon 
the Souldiers; ſo we find*alſo that 
the word Sacrament came afterwards 
to ſignifie thoſe 2mpoſed Oaths, as 
well as the former voluntary ones. 
For thus it is plain, Czcero Þ uſed it Þ De Officiis 
in the account he gives of Caro's {:" Frcs 


writing to Popiliizs a General of the renebat prozin- 

| ciam, in cups 
exercitu Catonis filius tiro militabat. Quam autem Popillio videretur 
unam dimittere legionem, Catonis:quoque filium, qui in eadem legione mi- 
litabat, demiſit. Sed quum amore pugnandi in exercitu remanſiſet, 
Catoad Popillium ſcripft, ut ſi eum pateretur in exercitu remanere, ſecun- 
do eum obligatet Milltie Sacramento, quia, priore amiſſo, jure pugnart 
cum hoſtibus nos poterat . 


B 3 Romans, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| , 
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Romans, to liſt. his Son anew, if 
he thought good to continue him in 


- his Army; : His words, as Twlly re- 


Cites them,. bei that zf Popllius, 
who had Fore nid the Leg? | 
on, wherein he ſerv'd, rhought good 
to ſuffer, young Cato 70 ' abide in bs 
Army, he ſhould oblige, or bind him 
by .4 ſecond military. Sacrament , be- 
cauſe the former being . made Void, he 
conld not lanfily Ret with the Enemy, 
Which paſſage plainly imports ' the 
military -Sacrament to be of the Ge- 
nerals Impoſing, .yea fo necellarily, 
that had not the General,in whom the 
right of making War was, - given it 
to-young Czto, he could not, 1n the 
opinion of his Father have' track a 
ſtroke againſt the Enemy. 'Thus 
the uſe'ofthe word Satramenr trood in 


the days. immediately. preceding. our 


Saviour; Andas the thing intended 


by it, even the Military Oath, ' was 
continued in the ſucceeding Ages, as 


- 1s manifeſt from the frequent menti- 


'« ) Saet, 1 

laud- c.g.'mn - 
Othone c. 8: 
$libj paſſm. 
x5. $ 


on' thereis in Suetonins (4), and'o- 
thers of the Souldiers ſwearing -to 
their Generals, ſo it continu'd to be 
repreſented under the title of a' S4- 
crament, even to late poſterity. As 
7, Do es 5 8 Ca appears, 


of the Word DACrament, Z 


Pears among other PINSS, from 
ns ans ones ines fo 
(44 A WER: hi Bal pot En Pi oat ets m_ or 
taps Sacrame rargl proces 
(as it there TG )' Garns: i, 2. Od, 17, 
: was reſols}? d to folow hing RY "where 
ever he led, . which we know * to have 


been a great Part of a Soul- | 

diers Oath : - From Tave- » re Halicarna r. 

zal's . deſcribing Souldz- + ny CO 
5 £79 Fro HALAIS TI 

ers +: themſelves under the mn Pougju mis —_ 

te of Sacramenta ; 9 As; Ps, @ronoufery YEACUV EL TSS 

n fine from the, Antients A "$&TWOupr es ' mu mT av 


dſeiing  Souldiers ei- err 


f Premia' nimc alia, atque att 


ther deping or being” utmeng notims 


freed om their former Sacramintorim-- Sat, 16, 
'2Y Ammianus' Marcellinus 1i, 


ervice, by a dep arture 3 24 . Reſt anos anos tribunos Sarra- 
or freedom from their atats Riloit, If Yefodes, &+ Lone 


$ O ich be- vos. Idem li. 26. Er Serenianus 
ecrament. fy op Sacramento gigreſſus, recinthus 


fide other proofs $' (4), We 2j 

have a a Law of Theodoſin: , 

and Hororius, and which'as it is under 

the title de Vererapis,or fuch as, by rea- 

ſon of their being ſuperannuated, were 

diſmiſsd from their former ſervice, ſo 

exprelſeth the ſame Yereranes under 

the title of thoſe who have ceaſed * * Cod. L.14 

to be entangled by their former Sacre wit lt 

ments. (Other inſtances I doubt not 9:4 Sacrans- 

might b2 produced, if theſe were not Farm 
B 4 enouzh, 


Ly 


(e) Varro de 
18gua Lat. 
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enough, to ſhew the word Scfament 
to have had for its moſt uſual ſenſe 
that of a military Oath, But I ſhall 
only add, that though it were ſet to 
denote alſo 2 piece of money left by 
each of the Litigants (e) in Court ; 
Yet as that was 1n a thing leſs known, 
than the Oaths of Sauldiers were , 
and ſo the leſs likely to have any 
influence upon the * Marion of that 
mode of Speech, which was after- 
wards ſo much in uſe among the 
Chriſtians; {o it had this in common 
with the Military Sacrament, that it ' 
was an Ob/:2ation upon the parties , 
that depoſited it, to proſecute that 


. Juit which they had commenced. 


"But becauſe whatever the uſual 
ſenſe of the word Sacrament might 
antiently be, yet it is certain that it 
did not receive that ſenſe from the 
literal notation of it, but rather from 
ſomething of Sacredneſs, wherewith 
thoſe Oaths were attended : And be- 
cauſe the diſcovery of that Sacred- 
eſs may help yet more to diſcover 
the true nature of thoſe Sacraments 
of ours, to which that name 1s now 
applied ; therefore enquire we in the 
next place what there was in them of 


of the Word Sacrament; 


Sacred to occaſion that denominati- 
on of them. Now as Sacred is no- 
thing elſe than' what tends to the 
ie of God, whether in its own 
nature, or by inſtitution; ſo there 
were two things of that quality in 
thoſe Oaths, whereof we ſpeak, and 
from whence therefore they may be 
ſt uppos'd to have receiv'd that deno- 
mination. Firſt their being inthem- 
ſelves an acknowledgment of Gods 
por! ious Attributes,and particularly of 

Knowledge, Truth, Juſtice, and 
Power ; He who appeals: to God-as 
a Witneſs, and a Judge (as every 
man, that ſweareth doth ) implying 


his believing him to be a competent | 


witneſs, and ſo both Knowing, and 


True, and'one too, who both can, , 
and will affert the cauſe of truth in - 


the puniſhment of the' party ſwear- 
ing, if he ſwear any other, than 
what he intends, or means. And in 
this ſenſe as it was that Czcero * en- 
titled an Oath a Religious Afﬀirmati- 
07, becauſe an Affirmation under the 
teſtimony of God ; 101 no way doubt 
it was in a great meaſure, that Oaths 
came to have the name of Sacra- 
rents, and particularly all Milt , 
tary 


* De Offic., 1. 
3. Eft enim. 
Jusjurandum 
Afﬀirmatio relf- 
gioſa. Quod 
autem affir- 
mate, quaſs 
Deo tefte, pro- 
miſeris,id tenen- 


aum eſt, 


x0 


F Falſus erit 
teſtis, venaet 
perpuria ſumma 
Exigna 4, Cere- 
TIS Fangens 4- 
ramgz pedemgz 
Juv. Sat. 14. 

* Feſtus.Lapi- the 
dem filicem te- 
nebant, jurati- 
74 per fouem, 
bec Rs ai- 
centes; Si ſciens 
allo, tum me 


iepiter, fal- 


7A urbe, arce- 


que, bans eſi- | 


ciat, uti e20 
a 


 +\t< 
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tary But beſides acredneſs 
which 4 injrinſecal RET Ne 
therefor: - allo to thole y oe Þ 
are now diſcourſ} ng. They. j 
a further acrones to ram thoſe reli 
jous Rites, wherewith they were 
—>»C LY and which ynder 2, ek 
of ſenſible things, and ſhch as were 
ſometime contemptible enough, were 
intended to inſinuate more valuable, 
90 Berg ones. Of. thys nature 
the Romans WAS, "their lay aJ 108 
zads + upon the Altars of gheir 
Coke ,or, which was yet more far 
cred than that, their taking a Stong * 
into their hand, and then throwing i it 
from them, withall praying, that 1f 
falfiied -in the. a, CLANg 
wud Tupiter would thro 
of all, as they cine 
Stone from the: 


DA the latter the ch _ 
they had of the power of their Gods 
over them, and particularly as to the 
{polling them of their fortunes. And 


though 


of the Word dArament. 
though I am not able to ſay, what 
were the particular rites: of the Mi- 
litary Oath, at.leaſt among. the An» 
tient Romans ;: yet as there is-reaſon 
enough to believe, that {ſo ſignal an 
Qith was not. without them, and 
whicſt was upon the matter the-foun- 
dation. of all the Roman ar _ 
there is this farther reaſon to- 
it, that che Antients (f) = 
of the word Sacrawmentuz ta expref 
the Greek ue, and: which'as we 
know to have had a peculiar refe- 
rence to thoſe Rites, and 'Ceremo- 
nies, which . were-1n uſe 1n the 1er- 
vice ofthe Gods, {o muft conſequent- 
ly. imply the like fenſe.of rharword, 
which was .made. uſe -of-:to ,expreſs 
it, and the like ceremoniouſneſs'.of 
thaſe Military -Oaths, -upon which'it 
was impas'd. T1 may not: forget to 
add, though appli'd-by ſome (z) to 
another ſenſe, that Herodiaz* brings 
in the Emperor Maximus repreſent- * 
ing the Military Oath asthe Venera- 
be myPerie of the Roman Empire. For 


5 


IT 


(f ) Valear. 


eſs Lat. in Eph. 


s. 22. &* aiibi. 
Tertull, de 
Aniumi-c. 20. 
ibi vecitat d. 


1. a4 Epheſios. 


(2) If. Ca- 


aub. Exercit. 
op 6-48: 
f coy (Wy 
nUA'S wVNOE 
Ke? yVOY TAS 
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as that is a farther evidence, that 
_ that Oath was not without its $Sa- 
cred Rites, becauſe myſteries proper- 

ly ſo called were no other, - ol 
fath ; ſo I know nothing to take off 
the force of it, but a preſumption 
of the word's wer admitting a lower 
ſenſe, and accordingly denoting no 
more, than an Arcayum, or Secret of 
the Woman State, and by which the 
Founders thereof cunningly rais'd it 
to that greatneſs, to which it after- 
wards arriv'd. But how ill that no- 
tion agrees with the intention of him, 
who ſo entitled the Military Oath, 
will need no other proof than his 
prompting the Souldiers in the words 
before to .look upon the Gods, by 
whom they had ſworn, as the Au- 
thors of : their preſent peace. For 
what was: this but to intimate, that 
it was the religious obſervation of 
their Oaths, which was the cauſe of 
their proſperity, and conſequently , 
that if thoſe Oaths were alſo the 
foundation, and prop of the Roman 
greatneſs, it was not ſo much by the 
politick impoſition of them, as by the 
ſacredneſs thereof , and by the religi- 
ous obſervation of which the Gods 
were 


of the Word Sacrament. T 
were induc'd 'to bleſs chem with that 
ample dominion, which they had at- 
tain'd? In' this ſenſe yet more 


agreeably to the receiv'd opinion 


+ of the Romans, becaule 
attributing their ſucceſs , 


not ſo much to their own 


Wit, and Valour as to 
their religious veneration 
of the Gods, and thoſe 
Gods as having a favou- 
rable regard to them be- 


cauſe of it. If they look'd 
upon the Mz/ztary Sacra- 


ment, and the Souldiers 


religious obſervation of 


T Cicero Orat. deHaruſp.Reſp. 
-—Etenim quis eft tam wcors , 
qe aut, cum ſuſpexerit in calum, 
ates eſſe non ſentiat, &c. Aut, 
cum azoseſſe intellexerit nonintel- 
lgat rorum numine hoc totum In- 
periumgeſſe natum, &- autTum, &# 
retentum? Qnam volumus licet 
P, C. pſi nos amemus, tamen nec 
numero Hiſpanas, nec robore Gal- 
los, nec calliditate Puwnos, nec. 
artibus Grecos, nec denique boc 
zpſo pjus gentis, ac terre dome- 
fiico, nativoque ſenſu Italos ipſos, 
ac Latinos, ſed pietate, ac reli- 
glone, 8c. omnes gentes, _natio- 


it as contributing more Ty PRI 


eſpecially to the advancing of their 
——_ it is the leſs to be wondred 
at, becauſe it was more immediate- 
ly by the Arms of their Souldiers , 
that the Romans became maſters of 
the World. _ The reſult of the pre- 
miles is this ; The word Sacramert, 
in its Original intendment, had the 
ſignification of a Military Oath, it 
had the fignification of ſuch a Mil- 
tary Oath, as was attended with S4- 
cred Rites, and ſuch as led men by 


ſenſible reſemblances to things of a 
; higher 


- 
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higher nature. But whether or no, 
and how far it 1s to be look'd upon as 
of the like {ignification, in the Chr:- 
ftian intendment of it, doth not as 
yer appear, but will be worth our 
tabour to enquire. 

Now that the word Sacrament, in 
the Chriſtiaz intendment of it, 1s to 
be look'd upon as of like ſignifica- 
tion to what it had before acquir'd, 
will appear if we confider firf, what 
footing the former ſignification had 
gotten in the minds of men, before 
there was any appearance of the lat- 
ter. For as confidering the footing 
the former {ignification had gotten, 
we cannot but think that it would 
be apt to ſuggeſt itſelf, as oft as the 
word Sacrament was made ule of ; 10 
neither therefore :but that it would 
form a like conceit of the Chriſtian 


Sacraments, and conſequently , it 


that were ſuch, an erroneous one. , 
Which t being'not to be thought, that 
they would give occaſion to, who 
firſt appli'd the word to the Chr:ft:- 
an Sacraments ; eſpecially when they 
might have had other words. to ex- 
preſs their conception of them : It 
1s but reaſonable to think that ch 
| made 


of the Word SpAtrament.. 
tyade uſe of it upon occaſion of ſore 
likene& between the one: and the 


15 


other Sacrarnents, and Oey | 


that they intended it a like {ignifi- 
cation with the other. I deny not 
indeed (which is the anſwer Mr. Cal- 
vin '(h) makes to this Argument in 
another mſtance) I deny not, I fay, 
but that religion may, and doth 
very often ſtrangely alter words from 
therr priftin ſgnification; I deny not 
farther ( which is the inſtance he af 
figns) that the word fides, in the 
Chriftian nſe of it, 1s both a very 
pt, and pregnant. proof of ſuch a 
change. But as 1t doth not appear 
to me, that Religion did ever 
(unleſs in a long tract of time ) fo 
alterthe knownfignihcationof words, 
as not to make them bear ſome ana- 
logy to the former ſigntfication of 
them; ſo the Word, in which that 
Learned man i1nſtanceth, 4s not ſo 
transform'd by Chriſtianity, but that 
we may as yet ſee upon it the im- 
preſs of its old ſignification, and be 
thereby therefore induced to 'believe, 
that * fag who firſt uſed it in a 
Chriſtian ſenſe, took their meaſures 


(h)Iftir.ihe 
Yo CP. ifs 
: Se, IJ. 


from the former one. For, as the afore-. 


ſaid 


ak; 
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ſaid perſons name-ſake ( even Joh 
Calvinthe Lawyer) hath obſerv'd (3), 


i) Lex. Furidic. inVerbo fides. 
Ce /Eveid, li, 4 Ve 12. 
Credo equidem, nec vana fides, 

genus efſe deorum. 
Lv. Hiſt. {3. 1. 
Hee ferme, Romulo regnante , 
dom, militieque gefta : quorum 
nil abſonum fidei diane originis, 


 -divimitatiſque poſt mortem cre- 


dite ſuit, 1. &. qui credits eſt 
#arus fuſe ex Marte. 

Idem Liv. paulopoſt. 
Mirum quantum li viro nunct- 


the word fides , among 
the Latins, ſignified be- 
lief *, as well as veracity, 
or fidelity, and fo was not 
at all removed from one 
great ſenſe of it in Chri- 
{tianity : And though it 
was more uſually ſet to 
denote the other, yet if we 
may judge ought by the 


ati bec fides futrit. 


f De Offic. lt. 
I. Ex quo 

( quanquam 
hoc videbitur 
fortaſſe culpiam 
durins ) ta- 
men audeamus 


Tmitars Stoicos, 


words fido, and copfido, 
which are at leaſt of the ſame linage 
with it, the word fides came to fig- 
nifie veracity, and fidelity, not ſo 
much from any other reaſon, as be- 
cauſe thoſe vertues are the juit obje& 
of mens zruſt, which is. another, and 
no leſs uſual ſignification of it in 
Chriſtianity, Which notion I am: 
the more confirmed in, becaule 
though Tuly do in one place Þ re- 
preſent it -as having its name from 
fit quod dicitur, yet as he doth even 
there intimate it to be a harih e:ymo- 
logy, and rather a piece of Stoical 


qui ſtudioſe inquirunt unde verba ſomt dutta 5 credamuſquequia_fiat quod 
diftum eſt, appellatam fidem. | 


cortfidence 


of the Word SAtrAiment, #7 
confidence; than a well grounded con- 
jecture : So he himſelf Or” 
elſewhere + uſech the {Fi mma hives, i 
word Fides tor that truſt watimw adepti .conjunftam cum 
we repole in another up- Ioffeia pogieſan. : Naw &e 
on the accounr of his fm Mans morphs is 
wiſdom, and juſtice. For Fiftis autem, & fidis bominibus, 
ought therefore that doth 7 4mm 9nh. _ ror 
as yet appear, there 1s injurieque ſuſpicio. De Offic. 2. 
not any reaſon to believe, | | 
but that Chriſtianity had a re- 
ſpect, in it's words to the*Antient 
{ignification of 'them; And conſe- 
quently but that it had ſo 1n the uſe 
of the word Sacrament, and intend- 
ed -it a like {ignification with that, 
whicſnit before had,and was aow very 
prevalent in the world, But beſide 
the footing that ſiznification of it had 
. gotten, and by which therefore we 
may reaſonably imagine, that the 
firſt Chriſtians guided themſelves un 
the uſe of the ſame word in Chriſti- 
anity, - It 15 as Certain that the ſame 
perſons, led thereto by the language » 
of the Scripture, did both conceive of, 
and repreſent the /zfe, and inſtitution. 
of a Chriſtian under the notion of 
a Military one. For if ſo, it 1s yet 
more reaſonable to think, that they 

| made 
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(4) 1Cor.o. 
26, 

(/) 2 Tim. 4. 
(n) 1 Tim. 6. 
12. 


(z) Eph. 6. 


Il, &c, 
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made uſe of their Sacrament to ex- 


preſs ſome of their own Inſtitutions 


by. Now that the firſt Chriſtians, 
led thereto by the language of the 
Scripture, dtd both conceive of, and 
repreſent the Chriſtian ſtate as a 
Military one, will ſoon appear if we 
look either into thoſe Scriptures, or 
the Antient Writers. Witneſs for 
the former, St. Paul's ſpeaking in 
one (4) place of his fiahting as one, 
that did *not beat the air, and in an- 
other (/) of his having foxght a good 
ght ; his calling upon Timothy 1n a 
third (-z) to fight the good fight of 
Faith, as, in fine, upon the generali- 
- of Chriſtians (z) to prepare them- 
elves for that fight, by putting on 
the whole Armour of God, which 
therefore he doth there reckon 
up, and prompts them to buckle'on. 
For theſe, and other expreſſions of 
the like nature, ſhow plainly enough, 
that even the Penmen of the New Te- 


' ſtament had that bpinion of a Chri- 


ſftian ſtate, and that accordingly they 
repreſented it under rhe notion of a 
military one. The like evidence 
there 1s of their opinion of it, who. 
took upon them to hand down that 

| doctrine, 


of the ord Sacrament. 


_ dotrine, which they receiv'd from 
the other : Witneſs Tertullian's res 
preſenting the Chri'tians in general 
as the Mzitia of God (0), and af- 
firming the Stations, that were in 
uſe among them, to have had their 


original from the Military ones } 


His fepreſenting that Souldier, who 
refuſed to put .on his Crown, as 
more the Souldier of God (p) , than 


of the Emperor ; His afterwards de- © 


{cribing the ſame perſon (q) as one 
clad all in red with the hope of his 
own blood, ſhod with the preparation. 
of the Goſpel,girt with the ſharper Word 
of God, armed Cap-a-pe out of the 
Apoſtle, and in a ſhort time to te 
crowned with the Crown of Martyr- 


dom, and to receive the donative q | 


Chriſt iz priſon. For what are theſe 
but pregnant proofs of the likeneſs 
they conceived between a Chriſtian, 
_- a Military ſtate, and conſequent= 
ly that, in agreement thereto they 

ake of their own Sacraments in the 
fra Military ſtrain ? Though 
neither that will ſuffice, we have their 
own expreſs applications of the word 
to warrant us, and accordingly ei- 


C 2 


ther making the Sacraments a —_ | 
w 2 © 


i9 


(0) De orat, 
C 14. 


(p) De corons 
C1 


( a) Ibid, 
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+ Vocati ſumus 
ad militiam 
Dti vii, jan 
func cum in 
Sacraments 
wtrba reſpondi- 
mus, Ad Mar- 
2186-7 ” ot if 
* Adv. Gentes 
Hh. 2. Quod ab 
dominis ſe ſerul 
cruciatibus af- 
fi, quibus 
ſtatrerunt, ma- 
lunt, ſolui con- 
Juges Matri- 
momils,exhere- 
dari a paren- 
tibus liheros, 
quam fidem 
Tm pere Chri- 
ſtianam, & 
ſalutarts mi- 
litle Satra- 
nenta deponere. 
F De C oroni. 
C 11, Etmy, 


. Of the Signification | 
! x3 F 


of their military ſtate, or arguing 
from mens taking upon them the 
Sacraments of *Chriſt's warfare, the 
unlawfulneſs of obliging themſelves 


by a hamaze one. For, agreeably to 
the former of theſe, we find the fore- 
quoted Tertullian affirming Þ, that 
we- were called even then to the Mi-, 
litia of God, when we anſwered to the 
words of the Sacrameht , meaning that 
of Baptiſm; As Arzobins yet more 
plainly *,where he repreſents one, who 


denies the Faith, as one who depoſits the 


Sacraments of the ſaving Militia of 
God. For what was this but to ſay, 
that, in reſpe&t to that warfare, 
which Chwiſtianity commands us to 
take up, they calld the principal 
inftitutions of it by the name of Sa- 
craments, and conſequently that 
they made uſe of the word in a ſenſe 
analogous to that, in which it had 


been formerly taken ? On the other 
- fide, when the forementioned Ter- 


tullian *, where he goes about to 


ut ipſam cauſam corone militaris agerediar, puto prius conquirendum, an - 
6 totum Chiſtianis militia conveniat. Quale eſt alioquin de accidenti- 
(us retraFtare, cum a precedentibus culpa fit ? Credimuſne humanum $a- 
cramentum diving ſuperindack licere, & in alium Dominum reſpondere poſt 


Cbriſtum ? 


prove 


of the Word Sacrament, 
prove the unlawfulneſs of a Chriſtians 
taking upon him a Military life, de- 
mands whether any man can think it 


lawful to ſuperinduce a humane, or © 


Military Sacrament upon a divine one, 
and to anft wer to another Maſter after 
Chriſt ; What other can he be thought 
to mean, than that the d4;v7ze, and 
humane Sacraments were of one, and 
the ſame general nature, that the di- 
vine Sacraments had therefore ' the 
name of the humane ones impos'd 
upon them, and ſo the word Sacra- 
ment of like ſignification in them 
both. "The only thing to be farther 
enquired into 1s how far this likeneſs 
of ſignification may be ſuppoſed to 
prevail in the divine or Chriſtian in- 
tendment of it. ET. 
And here in the firſt place it js 
ealie to obſerve, that the word Sa- 
crament, in the Chriſtian intendment 


of it, did equally imply the thing, 


to which it was attributed to layan 


Obligation upon him, that took it, 
to intend thoſe things, to ' which it 
related. For beſides that otherwiſe 
it could have had little affinity with 


the Military Sacrament, the principal 
deſign whereof was to lay an Oblt- 
- C 3 gation 


- 4 & 
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F Plin. Epiſt. 
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gaffon upon thoſe, that took it ; 
"The firſt time we find any mention 
made of a Chriſtian Sacrament, we 
find ” mention ' alſo made F of the 
Chriſtians' obhiging themſelves by it, 
to the doing of thoſe things, that are 
there remembred. It is no leſs eaſe 
to ſee, ſecondly, by the account we 


before gave of the Symbolizing of 


our Sacraments with the Military 
one, * and particulatly by a pallage 
before remembred out of Tertullian, 
that the ſame word, ' in the Chriſti 
an ſenſe of it, did equally imply 
the things, to which it was attri- 
buted, to lay an Obligation upon 
thoſe, that took them, to intend 
that warfare, to which Chriſtianity 
called them. T add thirdly, as no 
les eyident from the premiſes, the 
ſame words implying the things 
to which it was attributed, to ob- 
lige the party, . that took them, to 
be faithful to their General Chriſt, 
and who was the Captain, as well 
as the Author of our Spiritual war- 
fare. © As is evident, among other 
things, from Tertulliaz's making the- 
divine Sacrament to be accompanied 
with a profeſſion of our obedience 
7 © tr. O74 25 we unto 


of the Word Sacrament. 


unto: Chri/t owr Maſter, and accord- 
ingly arguing from thence the un- 
lawfulneſs of taking upon us the Mzt;- 
tary one, and {0 anſwering to another 
Maſter after hun. TI fay — 


that as the M/itary Sacrament did, 
among other things, oblige the party, 


that took it, to the avoiding of {e- 
veral things, which were inconfiſtent 
with the orderly management of an 
Army , and particularly to the avoid- 
ing of theft, and other ſuch ike 7»- 
 jaſtices, as appears by the form of it 
in Gellius Cr), fo the word: Sacra- 
ment, in the Chriſtian intendment 
of it, did - equally imply that, to 
which it was attributed, to oblige 
the perfons.,, that took 
it, zot to commit Theft, 


73 


(r) NoQ. 
Arric, li. 16, 


Ce 4+ 


[J, 


* Plin. Ep. lt. 10. ep. 07. Ad- 
firmabant autem hanc fuiſſe ſum- 


or Robberies ” or Adul- mam wel culfie ſux, vel erroris, 


teries, not to fallife their quod effent ſoliti ſtato die arte 
s I fo f lucem convenire, WC. ſeque Sa- 


trufts, or, when they WEVE cramento non in ſcelus aliquod 


called upon to reſtore, to obſtringere, ſed ne furta, ne 14- 
frocinia, ne adulteria committe- 


aeny any. t hing t hat WAS rent, ne fidem fallerent, ne depo- 
committed to their cuſto- ſitm appulatinegarint; 


dy. TI obſerve laſtly, that 

as. the Military Sacrament was at- 

tend with religiouz rites, yea re- 

ceived both its denomination, and -4 

great deal of its force from them ; 
C 4 10 
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ſo the word Sacrament, inthe Chri- 


ſtan intendment of it, was meant 
. to denote the like Religious Rites, 


and the Obligation ' of thoſe , that 


took the Sacrament, by them. Which 
1s ſo true, thatin Tertull/ax firſt, and 
afterwards in other Chriſtian Writers, 


the word' Sacrament came eſpecially 
to be applied to the ritual part there- 
of, yea to ſuch things, as had little 
of a Sacrament properly 10 called be- 
ſide the ceremonies thereof. 

Of what uſe theſe Obſervations 
may be, will then more clearly ap- 
pear, when T roceed .( as I mean 
to do in the {lowing Diſcqurſe ) 
from the ſignification of the word 
Sacrament to the unfolding of the 
nature of the things intended by it 


The only uſe I ſhall make of them 


at preſent, is, that if we will con- 
ſider the nature of a Sacrament 1n 
its full latitude, we ought to con- 
ſider it as well with reſpect to our 


ſelves, and thoſe Obligations it lays 


upon us, as with relation to God, and 


Chri/t, and thoſe Graces, which it was 
intended, on their part, tO ſignifie, Or 


convey to the worthy receiver of 1t. 


PART 


PART IL 


Of the Nature of a 


SACRAMENT. 
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4 
'' thing, more particularly ſuch a Re- 


The Contents. * 
Sacrament . ſhewn to be a Relative 


lative thing, as hath the relation 
of an outward, and viſible ſign of 
that, of which it is a Sacrament. 
That therefore aſſien'd as the Genus 


of a Sacrament, and enquiry there- 


upon made after thoſe eſſential at- 


tributes,which difference it from other 
outward and wiſible ſigns. Which 
is endeavorr'd to be evinc'd from 
the ſeveral things to which a Sacra- 
ment relates, the manner of zts rela- 


tian to each of them, and the tounda- 
; 47 tion 


ty) 
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tion of that relation. The things, 
to mhich a Sacrament relates, ſhewy 
2 the general tobe Sacred,or Divine, 
more particularly, divine Graces, and 
humane Duties, that New Cove- 
nant, which connects them together, 
and that body of men, which is con- 
federated by it. To the firſt of which 
4 Sacrament relates in the nature of 
a ſign, a means of conveyance, and 
4 pledge ; To the ſecond in the na- 
ture of 4 ſimple ſign, or declaration, 
and ( by means of that Covenant , 
which it conciliates) as an Obliga- 
tron to them ;, To the third in the 
nature of ſuch 4 ſign, as ſerves al- 
fo to give being to, or renew it; 
Lind. to the fourth, and. laſt in the 
nature of a Difcriminative ſign, or 
badge', and as a means of bring- 
wo: particular men into it, Or con- 
re fo them in it. The founda- 
tion of all theſe relations ſhewn to 
be the Inſtitution of Chriſt, as that 
again, not /o much as delivered by 
him, as applied to thoſe elements , 
in which they are ſubjected, by a de- 

tration of the purport of the Tnſti- 
tution, and by doing ſuch other things 


ta them, as ether the general 


precepts 


*. 
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. precepts of Chriſtianity, or the more 
particular precepts of the inſtitutior 
oblige to the performance of. 4 
brief recollettion made of all the 
forementioned particulars, and the 
eſſential attributes of a Sacrament 
deduced from thence, and exemplifi- 
ed in ſeveral definitions of it. 


Have hitherto eftreated of the 
 ſignification of the ward Sacre 
ment, 1 have ſhewn what they 
meant by it, who-firft made uſe 
of it, and what they alſo intended, 
who firſt applied it.to thoſe Chriſti- 
an Inſtitutions, which are now com- 
monly known by that zame. But 
becauſe no names are fo expreſlive 
of the nature of things, as to bring 
men to a clear, and perfe&t under- 
ſanding of them : And becaule , 
_ though ſome names ſhould be thought 


to be ſo expreſſive, yet we cannot 


well conceive ſo of this by any thing 
that hath hitherto appeared concern- 


ing the fignification of it ; Therefore 


to ſatisfie our ſelves. yet more fully 
concerning the zature of the thing in- 
tended by it, we muſt take another 
courſe, and particularly by finding 
OTOL AN carne 8 = 
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out under what head of things it ought 
to be placed, and. what are the e/- 
ſential attributes thereof : Whereof 
the former among the Learned hath 
the name of its Gexzs, the latter of 
the” ſpecifical difference thereof. 


It 1s the obſervation of the Judi- 


cious Hooker (a), where he entreats 
of. the nature, and neceſſity of the 
Sacraments, that as xo one part of 
religion hath been more diverſly inter- 


++* preted, or diſputed of, fo that diverſity 


hath eſpecially ariſen from the -#xeq- 
eſs of their natures, and from that 
wariety of properties, which flow 
from it. Which therefore whilſt 
they, who handled this Argument, 
have but imperfectly conſidered , 
they have not only taken up diffe- 
rent notions of a Sacrament, but 
thought themſelves obliged to com- 
bat thoſe, who have aſſigned it other 
properties, than what they them- 
ſelves had taken notice of, TI find 


\ no reaſon to queſtion the truth of 


the variety of the other. But neither 


that Obſervation of his, either as to 


the variety of mens conceits Concern- | 


ing a Sacrament, or that mixt nature 
of a Sacrament, to which he entitles 


the 


—_—— 
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the one, nor-the other. will hinder 
us from diſcovering, under what 
head of things to place it, which is 
that we are firſt of all to intend. For 
whether we conſider a Sacrament, as 
to Chriſt, or to our ſelves, as a. means. 
in his hands to profit us, or in ours 
to declare our piety toward him ; 
Whether again we conſider it, in 
the hands of Chrift, as a means 
whereby he ſiznifies , and ſeals his 
own graces, Or as a means where- 
| by he conveys, as well as either ſig- 
nifies, or ſeals them ; Yet ſtill it will 
be found to be 1n the number of re- 
lative things, or ſuch, whoſe very 
being confiſts in the reſpect they 
| bear unto another : Becauſe, what+ 
ever it may ben it ſelf, yet it isnot 
conſidered as ſuch, but with reſpeCt 
to that Grace of Chriſt, which it ſo 
ſignifies, or ſeals, or exhibits, or with 
reſpect to that piety, which it 4s + 
intended on our part to declare. But 
ſo the Scriptures themſelves will ob- 
lige us to conlider a Sacrament, as 
is evident from what they teach 
concerning Baptiſm, and the Lord's 
Supper, which are, if not the only, 
yet the moſt undoubted — 
| of 


3O 
(6) 12 Pet. 3. 
21s 
(c) AR. 22. 
I6. 
(4) 1 Per. 3. 
21s 


(2) 1Cor. 11. 


24- 
(f) Matt.26. 
26, Oc. 


(2) 1 Cor.10. 
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of our Religion. For, agreeabty 
tliereto, they prompt us to conſider 


the water. of Baptiſm (6b), not as pit- 
ting away the filth of the Fleſh (which 
1s the proper conſideration of wa- 
ter, as ſuchy) but as waſhing _— (Cc) 
our ſins, and purifying thoſe conſci- 
ences (d), wherein they are ; As, on 
the other ſide, the Bread, and Wine 
of the Lord's Supper, not as intend- 
ed _ atisfie (e) our hunger, but as (f) 
the body, and "blood of Chriſt, or ra- 
ther the communication (g) of it. For 
well may we look upon thoſe things 
as relative ones, which we are not 
only forbidden to conſider in their 
natural properties, but prompted to 
attribute to them the properties of 
others, yea to confider in the ſame 
notion with them. I fay ſecondly, 
that as a Sacrament 1s a relative 


thing, and that therefore to be re- 


puted as the remote Gezzs of it, 10 
it is of the number of zho/e relative 
ones, which are figns, or repreſen- 
tations of what they ſo relate unto. 
As is evident in part from what we. 
were before taught concerning the 
water of Baptiſm, and will be yet 
more, when I come to ſhew 'the 

Analogy 


f 
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Analogy there is between the ele- 
ments of each Sacrament, and that, 
to which they do relate. Forif the. 
water off Baptiſm, (though not to 
be conſidered as to any proper putifi- 
cation, yet ) 1s to be conſideted under (+) Tir. 4. 5. 
the notion of a Laver (4), andaccor- -\ ,, 
dingly as waſhing (i) thoſe who are 15. 
ſprinkled with it, from their fins, 
then ought it to be look'd npon under 
the notion of a ſjez of that, to which 
it doth ſo relate. Becauſe whatever 
force the Baptiſmal water may have 
toward the doing away our fins, yet 
it cannot be ſuppoſed, becauſe fin is 
no corporal ſpot, to waſh us from 
them ; And that term of waſhing 
therefore attributed to it upon the 
account of the Analogy there is be- 
tween the property of water confſi- 
dered in its own nature, and that of 
the ſame water as conſecrated into 
a+ Sacrament. Which will conſe- 
quently make the water of Bap- 
tiſm, (and, by proportion rhereto, 
the elements of other Sacraments ) 
not only to have a relation-to' ſome- 
thing of another nature, but alſo to 
be a fig, or repreſentation of it. TI 
ay nothing at preſent ofa Sacrament's 
| | being 
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being a means of conveying ſomething; 
to us, as well asa ſig: of it, and a 
pledge to-aſſure us of it, as well asej- 
ther ; Partly, becauſe that, which 
hath the nature of a fg, may alſo 
be made uſe of as a means of con- 
veyance, and a proces ; And partly 
becauſe the firſt intention of a Sa- 
crament 1s to {ignifie that, of which 


it isſo, and that therefore by which 


it comes to do ſo, more commodi- 
oully aſſigned as the Genus of it. 
And TI ſhall only add, that foraſmuch 
as a fer is nothing elſe, than that, _ 
which offers it ſelf to the ſenſes, and 

that, of which 1t is & fign, to the 
underſtanding ; Foraſmuch therefore. 
as it muſt be ſubjected in ſome ſen- 
ſible being, and ( if it be alſo a for- 
mal ſign, or that which repreſents 
the thing, of which itis {0 ) in ſuch 
a being, as 1s apparent to the eyes ; 
Foraſmuch laſtly as Baptiſm, and the 
Lords Supper ( which are, at leaſt, 


the moſt conſiderable Sacraments of 


our Religion) are ſubje&ed in ſuch 
ſenſible, yea viſible beings; It can-/ 
not but be deemed reaſonable, for 


the more clear declaring of the na- 
ture 


of a Dacrament. 33: 
ture of a Sacrament, . to repfeſent it 
(as our Catechiſm dath ); as an out- 
ward, and viſible One.\ - OO 
That therefore being to. be look- 
ed upon as the Genus... of a ; Sacra- 
meat, or that general, head -of things, 
under which we are-to conceive. of 
it ; Enquire we 1n the next place 
after the eſſential attributes thereof, 
and by which .it will-nor orly be more 
perfectly known what it is, but al- 
ſo be more clearly diſcriminated 
from thoſe things, which are of the 
ſame general nature. Now as the 
eſſence of a relative thing conſiſts in 
the relation 1t bears to another, 
and that relative thing therefore , | 
whereof we {peak, in the relation 
which it bears to that, of which it 
is a ſign; So the eſſential attributes 
of a Sacrament cannot therefore be 
better learned, than. by the know- 
ledge of . zhoſe things, to which ir 
doth relate, the »zanper of its re- 
lation to them , and the foundation 
of it. 
TI. In the Gezeral TI obſerve, that 
that, to which a Sacrament relates, 
muft be ſomething Sacred, or Di- 


vine, as both the term of Sacrament, 
< =D and 
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and' the "known - fature-,of Baptiſm, 
and- the - ILord's Supper- perſwade. 
Which is the rather to be remarked; 
to diſtinguiſh it-from ſuch ior, - as 
relate to c/41/' matters, and 'particy- 
larly from the purely miltrary Saerd- 
ment. For though even that 'had- + 
relation to God, as whoſe-name: i 
did invoke, and to whoſe truth, 
and juſtice 1t did appeal ; yet it re- 
ferr'd to God rather. as a'- witneſs of 
what it affirmed, than as ro the 9- 
ject of it. For the object of a Milita- 
ry Sacrament was no other than the 
being faithful to thoſe Generals, un- 
de# which the Souldiers, that took 
that Sacrament, were. | 

F obſerve more particularly, that 
as that may be termed Sacred, 
er Drvine, which hath God either 
tor its principle, or obje&t, and ac- 
cordingly flows from him to ns, Or 
paſjeth from ns to him; 10 a Sacra- 
ment relates both to the one, and 
the other, and ought to be looked 
upon as ſuch. That a Sacrament 
relates to that, which flows from 
God to ns, 15a thing neither denyed, 
nor forgotten by any, and is evident 
irom what -the Scriptures teach.con- 
4 | Fo Cernng 
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-cermung Baptiſm, and the Lord's Sip- 
per. Watnels,: for the former, their 
repreſenting Baptiſm as the /aver (4) (4 )Tir. z/ 5. 
of Regeneration, which 18 a thimg we 
muſt have from God (g),-\and4$/'a (/) Joh. 3. 5. 
thing, by winch we "taut obtain 
forgruem{r of for (n), which. is 4s (7) 00a 
undoubtedly (z) another. ' For the ie Fes -x 
latter, the fime Scriptures tequirimg forgive us, &c, 
us. to look. upon the elements :there- 
of, as that body of Chrift, which tas _,- . 
(0) given for us, and that blood which () Luk 22. 
was ſhed for many (p), forthe for- (5) Mars. a6. 
griveneſs of ſtms. For as theſe, and 3% . 
the former benefits are: \uch as. mant- ' © 
feftly come from God; | fo they are 
dike mamfeitly repreſented as the 
conſequents of the former Sacraments, 
and a Sacrament therefore, as ſuch, 
to be looked. upon as having a rela- 
tion to tliat, winch flows from God 
ro us. The only difficulty, ia my 
opinton,. is to they a Sacrament't9 
relate equally to that, wich paſſerh 
from as to God, and imports our du- 
ty, and ſervice. But belides that the 
Antients apprehended no ſuch diffi 
culty in it, becauſe giving 1t the t1- 
tle of a Sacrament, 10 reipect of that , OE 
Obligation *, which it lays upon the ,,<c. v6, 
D 2 Recet- 


36 


Of the Nature 


Receivers of it ; The Scriptures have 


' ſaid enough concerning Baptiſm, - and 


the Lords Supper, toconfirm us in 
the belief of this relation of them. On- 


.* ..} Ty becauſe L would not too much anti- 


cipate my Diſcourſe concerning thoſe 


. - Sacraments, and, beſide that, may have 


another occaſion to ſpeak more largely 


': tothis Argument, I wall content my 
ſelfat preſent with what St. Peter hath 


(9) 1Tet. 3. 
'.* & WG 


(r) Explic. 
ot thetrel. 
Queſt. and 
Anſwers, &c. 


obſery d of Baptiſm (q), and which 
I have elſewhere (7) given a more 
particular account of, For if, as that 
Apoſtle 1nfinuates, and hath accor- 


.dingly been more largely confirmed, 
the tipulation'or anſwer of a good con- 


ſcience toward God be a conſiderable 
part of Baptiſm ;. If it be ſo confide- 
rable a part of it, as to give it much 
of that ſavingneſs which it hath ; 
Then muſt that Sacrament be thought 
( becauſe the ſtipulation of a good 
Conſcience 1s of that nature) to re- 
late to ſomething, that muſt come 
from us, as well as to thoſe things, 
which flow from God to us. Ir 15 
true indeed that our Church, where 
it ſets it ſelf to define a Sacrament, 
taxes No notice of this object of 1t ; 
Whether it were through a Hops 

EC inad- 


of a Sacrament, 


inadvertency, and from which our 
Church doth no where pretend it ſelf 


to be free, or ( which I rather think). 


that it might giveſo much the more 
particular an account of that other , 
and more conſiderable object of it , 
even that inward, and Spiritual Grace, 


which it was intended to ſignifies. 


and exhibit, and afſure. For that 
our Church did not wholly forget this 
ſecond object of a Sacrament ( even 
that duty, and ſervice of ours, which 


it.doth equally ſignifie, and prompt 


us to declare) is evident from its 
before. minding the Catechumen of 
his Baptiſmal vow (/), and from 
the declaration it elſewhere (z)makes, 
that they who are to - be baptized 
muſt alſo or their parts promiſe the 
renouncing of the Devil, and his 
works, and both Faith and-Piety 
toward God : That, as it ſhews her 


to. have looked upon Baptiſm as a 


federal rite, or ceremony, ſo that 
ſhe equally believed it to relate to 
our duty, and ſervice, as well as .to 
thoſe divine benefits, we receive 
from the Author of it. - Let it  re- 


main therefore for an undoubted- 


truth, and the acknowledged Do- 
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Qrine of gur Church, that a Sacra- 
ment relates as well to what j is to 
paſs from us to God, as to what js to 
come from God to us, and that ac- 
cordingly it may be fo far forth de- 
fined, fuch an outward, and vitlible 


| ſign, whereby we make a declaratis 


n of our piety toward God, as Mr. 
6 alvin («u) hath very wel] obſerved. 

I may not forget to add, for the 
farther clearing of this head, that as 
2 Sacrament relates. firit, and chiefly 
bo that, whych paſſeth Som God tous ; 
ſo we are to conceive of that, to 
which it fo relates, under the notion 
of a Grace gives unto us, yea Of 47 in- 
ward, and ſpiritual one. That we 


ought to canceive of it under the no+ 


Fon Of: 4 grace. given unto us, 15 Cyl: 
dent from.' thoke Texts, which I but 
now made uſe of to ſhew, that 2 
Sacrament relates to that which 
paſſeth From Gpa to us. For 1inftan- 
CuIg ti ea things, as have the na- 
ture OF verefits, and, fo far forth 


therefors,. are to be Joaked upon as 
Graces, or Favours, inſtancing more- 
over in {ych bencfits, as- are manifelſt+ 
ht the iſſues of the Divine Goodneſs, 
yea which the ___ WY ats 


[INS 
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firms to .be given -to. ys. by him:-'(for 
ſo it- doth as to that (w) Body of (»)Lik. 22. 
Chriſt, which is the, foundation of 7 
them all ) they mult conſequently 
_ "oblige us, to conceive, of; that, t9 

which a, Sacrament relates, as 4 
Grace given unto ws. But neither 
will there be leſs eyidence from- thence, 
if thoſe Texts be well, conſidered, 
that that Grace, to which a; Sgcra> 
ment relates, 7s 42 inward ang Spitir 
tual-one... Fot as, our Church means 
no other. by an inward; and Spiritbel 
Grace, than that which condacetltny 
an. eſpecial manner ;t0/ the- weltars 
of our inward man, 9Qr ;Spirity - { 25 
is evident from its: making the, Bo- 
dy and Blood of Chrift the inward j 
and. Spiritual ' Grace of, the Lords 
Supper, and which it :cannot be in: 
any other ſenſe, then that it hath 
ſuch an effe&t upon us ) 1o. the Texts, 
before alledged attribute ſuch Graces 
ro the Sacraments, as. are, 1n that, 

E ſenſe; at leaſt, - inward and Spiritual. 
ones; - Witneſs their attributing to 
them the Graces. of regeneration, ard - 
forggvereſs , whichare as.it were the 
formal cauſes of ayr welfare, and the 

grace of Ghriffs A . aud Blood , 
Th 4 


which 


on 
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which is the meritorious cauſe there. 


- _ of, andunder God, and by his accep- 


tation, in the place of an Efficient allo. 
_ TI obſerve farther, that as a Sa- 
crament relates to. ſuch things, as 
have the nature of divine Graces, or 
hamane duties ; fo thoſe graces, and 
duties being parts of the New Cove- 
nant,and receiving all their force from 
it, a Sacrament muſt conſequently 
relate to that New Covenant , to 
which they do belong, and from 
which they receive aff their force. 
Of which yet if there remain any 
doubt, it will not be difficult to clear 
it from what the Scripture aſſures 
us concerning Baptiſin , and the 


. Lords Supper 3. St. Peter- (x) repre- 


ſenting the former under the notion 


" of a Stipulation, or Contrat?, as our 


Saviour-th2 Cup of the other () as 
the New Covenant in his Blood for. 


the remiſſion of thoſe fns, for which 


it was ſhed, For that that 1s in truth 
the meaning of the words ww le 
Six", and not ( as we uſually render 
it) the New Teſtament 1n it, 15 not 


only evident from the word Nei 


beinz alway ſo uſed by the Greek 
Tranſlatours of the Old 'F _— 
| wg 0 al 


of a Sarrament. 


and whom the Writers of the New 


Teſtament generally follow ,” but 


from the oppoſition, which the Scri- 
ptures of both "Teſtaments '('z) 
make between the xaivh Nanny L and 
the maze even where * there'is the 
os appearance of its being to 

tranſlated a Teſtament. For the 
mXed avium being certainly a Cove- 
nint, and accordingly exprefſed by 


the Hebrews, by the word M92, which 


is never uſed in'any other ſenſe, it 


1s but reaſonable to believe, that 
that gr; Hevinn, which 1s oppoſed 


to it, 1s of the ſame nature: Be- 


cauſe as it hath the ſame word to 
expreſs it, and 1s therefore in reaſon 
to be looked upon as ſo far the 
ſame; ſo it would otherwiſe be dif- 
ferent from the 0/4 asto its general 
nature , as well as particular quality, 


which the ſole mention of its »en-- 


zeſs forbids us to believe; Oppoſiti- 
ons ( like exceptions from a general 
rule ) ſuppoſing an identity there , 
where no oppoſition is taken notice of. 
And indeed, though the word &::- 
04 may ſeem in one place to re- 
quire a different rendering, even 


there +, where mention is made of + jreb. 5, ry. 


ITS 


- 
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its w_ of wo farce till he, by hon: 


it was maile, was dead; Vet as even 
that did not hinder our Tranſlatours 
oY | Soon aoagering 1t LY ego beth 
*—8.9, &:. aregoing *, and follow 
a ”. 4). COPS, io that place will wg 
admit of the notion of a Cove- 
zazt, but be found ( all things can- 
ſidered) to require it of us. For 
with what ſen f firſt of all can oyr 
Saviour be faid to be the Mediator 
(5) — 8. the New (b) Teſtament, upon the 
*5 "' tenſe of which expreſſion the folloy- 
ing periods dodepend. And for this 
cauſe he is the Mediator of the New 
Teſtament, that, by means of death 
for the redemption of the Tranſgraſſions, 
| that were under the firſt Teſtament , 
they, which are called, might recerve 
the promiſe of an eternal inherit ance.For 
ſhall we fay that Chriſt may be ſtt- \ - 
led the Mediator of the os Teſfta- 
ment, becauſe interpoſing himfelt be- 
tween two perſons, that concurr to 
the making of it? But as a Teſta- 
ment is the A& of one, and not. of 
more, and therefore admitteth not 
of any ſuch mediation ; {o the New. 
Da is ſuppoſed to be .the. 


AG of Chriſt, ed | he therefore ras: 
ther 


of -a @acxainene. 


ther the"Maker;. than the Mediaour 
of it. - Shall wethen ſay, that Chrift 
is che Mediator of the: New. 'Feſta- 
ment,” becauſe interpoling between 
the maker of. that - 'Feftament, and 
thote who are the: Legatees 'in it ? 


But by this'means , God the Father 


{hall become the Teftator, which, if 


death be required to make him ſuch, 


he can by no :means'be. Shall we 
 fay laſtly, -that Chrift may be looked 
upon as a Mediator of the New Te- 
ftament , becauſe by means of that 
Teſtament of his taking up the dif- 
ference between God, and Man ? 


But that is rather to make him a : 


Mediator by a Teſtament, than of 
ove, which Chriſt is here affirmed 


to be. Yo difficult will it be found . 


to make any tolerable. ſenſe of thoſe 
words, if we underſtand them {[ as 
our Franſhtors. prompt us) of the 
Meazator of a Teſtament : Whereas, 
if we underſtand them of the Me- 
atator of a Covewant, the lenſe will 
be clear, and plain ; Becauſe as there 
are two parties required to: the ma- 
king ofa Covenant, and ſueh who do, 
for the moſt part, need a Mediator 
to bring them to it, fo God, B: 

| an 
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Maa are manifeſtly” the Parties. of 

the New Covenant, and brought 

to enter into it by the mediation of 

Chriſt. If it be alſo ſaid, as it is, 

that the Mediator of the New Co- 

venant . brings the Parties concerned 

to it by his death, it is no morethan 

will be found to be agreeable to the 

Eaftern mode of making Covenants, 

and: particularly to 'the manner of 

ing taat Covenant, which was 

of old between God, and the Iſrac- 

lites.” For as that Covenant { and 

indeed all the kindneſs that paſſed 

between them ) was brought about 

'(c) Exo. 244 by the mediation of Sacrifices (c), and 
-— the blood of thoſe Sacrifices therefore 
(d)——8. ftiled the blood of the Covewant (d), 
(r) Col..x9. T0 Chriſt, by the blood (e) of his Croſs 
brought about this New Covenant 
between God, and us, and ſo, as 

the Author to the Hebrews ſpeaks , 

became the: Mediator of it. If itbe 

ſaid yet farther,that Chriſt became the 

Mediator of the New Covenant, that 

they, who were called might receive the 

promiſe of an eternal inheritance ; 

That, alſo.will be found to be as a- 

greeable to the notion of a Covenant, 

as It is to that of a Teſtament : Be: 

cauſe, 


7 | 
of « Dacrament. 


cauſe, as an inheritance may paſs 
by. other means beſide that of A 
Teſtament, ſo the Children of 1/- 
.rael came to the inheritance of the 
-Land of Canaan by a Covenant (f) 
'between God, and their Progenitor 
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(f) Gets. 15, 
7, 8, Is. 


. Abraham, yea by. ſuch a Covenant , : 


as was conciliated by. the mediation 
(g) of a Sacrifice. That: therefore 


being the ſenſe of thoſe ' words of * 


the Apoſtle, and ſo, as I think, -evin- 
ced to be by no contemptible proofs, 
it will be but reaſonable to- give a like 
ſenſe to the following. ones (4), be- 
cauſe but a proof of the former, if it 
may be made appear, that they are ca- 
pable of it. Which that they are, 
will appear from - the Tranſlation 1 
ſhall now ſubjoyn, and which , if it 
be duly conſidered , will be found 
to be no forced one. For * where-s 
Covenant is, there muſt of neceſſity [ e- 
ven by that neceſſity which aroſe 
from the Antient mode of makin 
Covenants ] be the death of that Me- 
diator, that made it. For a Cove- 
nant becomes firm after thoſe Media- 


bale, ere wunmore ious Srl 5 Siaviue©* 2 
T1 ods dar tyrmnaivim, RC. 
tors, 


(g) Gen. 15. 


(+5) Heb. 9, 
I6, I7, I8. 
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Fors, that made it, are dead, - for it is 


zever of force, mhitft he, who ſo makes 
ﬆ, lrves. Whereupon neither thi fit 
Covenant was dedicated (without blood. 


For when Moſes had: ſpokeyy cwery pre- 
- Cept to all the m"_ according to the 


(7) Exo. 24. 
8, 


Law, be tbok the blood of Catves, and 
of Goats with water, and ſcarlet Wool, 
and Hyfſop,, and ſprinkled both the 
Book, and all the people, ſaying, This 
is the blood of the Covthant (1); 


which God' hath enjoyned ants you. 


'That I. render the words vary 9% 


+ refer, the, death of the Mealiator , 


that makes the Covenant , tis be- 
cauſo the Apoſtle: ſpeaks in the verſe 
before of; hmm; who makes the Co- 
venant;..not as a Party, but as a 
Mediator, and. what 1s here {aid 
therefore. of the Maker of a Cove- 
nant to be underitood of-/acha Maker 


* of it. That T render. thoſe words 


' * Aradiizn 3 6 verpois BaCaia, for aCove- 


nant becomes firm, after tbofe Meain- 


tors, who' made .it, are. dead, 1s bes 


cauſe: thoſe iwords are - intended as a 


tion: of the former ones, and 


- confirt | 
- ſo in xeaſon to be underſtood c- the 
-death ! 


of "the ſame Mediators. In 
fine, that F render the words mt 
Lu mTrs 


- of 4 @itrament. 


hbwors igedu1, $94.29 '4 Sualiur&, for if. is 
#eves of force; whit he, who fo makes 

rn = 4 wy terry and 

eonfitmation: of the foregoins Argu- 

Heat, and ſoftill to de nlions 

with 'reference*to the fame Media. 

for: All which things I have laid to- _ 

gether, not ſo- much out of a deſire. of _ 

being thought the Author of a new _ | 
Faterpretation ( from which no man — 
is: more averſe, where there is - not Os 
fome kind of neceſſity for it.) butto- pins 
cfear up an acknowledged, and in £7 
portant truth, and which the Text, I __ 
have ſo: long inſted upon, hath: 

helped, more than any thing, to ob- - 

feure, For as there is nothing more 

certain from the Scripture, nor more 

atteſted to by our own Tranſlators, 

than that the diſpenſation of the 

Goſpel ought to be looket upon under 

the notion of a Covenant ; As there 

1s nothing, in like manner, of more 

importance to us to know, and con- 

fider, becauſe it will prompt us-to 

the/ doing of our part in the Cove- 

' nant, if we mean that God ſhould 

do his-; ſo, ſetting aſide this Text 

of the Hebrews, there is not-one., 

wo” where 
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where this 4:a5iz.is mentioned, which 
will not as. commodioully, or more 
be interpreted. of a Covenant, 'than 


it can be thought to be of, a. Te 


ent. Only, if ſome men ſwayed 
by their former prejudices, or by the 
Latins giving the Codex of the O14, 

and New Law the title 


f Terull. de YR C, II. _ of the Old | and New Te- 
cundum utriuſque 2g par p rats + , ( h hough Sf 


tiram, 


' alſo give them, the more 


* Idem Apol. c. 1g. Priman 
Inftrumentis iftis auftoritatem 
ſumma Antiquitas vindicat. Tb. 
C. 21. Sed quoniam edidimus 
antiquiſſumis Tudeorum Inſtra- 
mentis ſeftam it am eſſe ſuffult am. 


Adv. Marc. li. i. c. 13. Q#an-. 


tas autem foueas iniſta vel max- 
3me epiſtola | ad Romanos nem- 
pe ] Marcion fecerit auferendo 
que volut, de nofiri Inftrumen- 
ti integritate parebit. 


general title of . Inſtru- 
menta *,) But if ſome 
men, I ſay, {wayed-by the 
one, or the other, think 
fit to continue to the for- 
mer Text, and ſome. 'c- 
thers the notion of a Te- 
ftament; As I ſhall not 
contend with them about 


it, for the reverence I my ſelf bear 
to the judgment of the Antients, ſo 
I ſhall -ask, as is but reaſon, their 


acknowledging in like manner that the 
words xa) Jratixn do equally import | 
a new Covenant, and particularly , 
where mention is made of the Cup 
of the Lords Supper being the blood 


_ of that #e5ixv, or adedir init. Part- 


ly, becauſe that old J1a.%izn, tO which it 
| Was 


ww 


LE 


” 
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was oppaled,had:the.nature ofa Coye- 
nant, 8nd could not, unleſs very .im- —_. 
prapenly, be. {led aTe/tament; And RX 
partly, therauſe it: was not only;ſeal- 

ed with blood; but that blood alſo 
iftuled the 4lood of :Ck) the :Comenant. (k )Exo. 24. 
For, that- :js ,cnqugh to perſwade * 
i( eſpecially, when we otherwiſe 
know, -ehat the diſpenſation of the 
.Gaſpel is: undoubtedly a Covenant 
[that ,our :Saviour, [when he repre- 
ſented; the..Cyp, of his Laſt Supper 
AS the bload .of the #9401 Sram, Meant 
the | blood of the ;Nem Covenant 9 and 
;conſequently:that that Sacrament, and 
..the; other : have a. rejation to. it. 

I. will conclude what T have to ſay 
concerning thoſe thzzzs, to which' a 
Sacrament; relates, when-I have ta- 

ken notice of its relating to that, bo- 
dy 'of men, With whom this New 
- Covenant 1s made, :as well as to the 
: Covenant it ſelf. For that it doth 
fo,. we have the-former inſtances of 
Baptiſm, and the Lords Supper to 
aſlure us, or rather what we learn 
from; the Scriptures concerning them ; 
:St. Payl giving us to undecitand , 


tha:it is 1nto that body, ti,ac we are 
| baptized 


5o 


(1) Cor.12. 
I3. 
()—10, I7. 
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baptized (/), as, in like manner, that 
_ we be many, yet we become one 
bread, and that one body _ (») by 
partaking of the bread of the other 


_ Sacrament. 


II. It appearing from the premi- 


ſes, what thoſe thingsAare, to which 


a Sacrament relates, and the way 


_ therefore ſo far plained toward the 
' diſcovery of the properties thereof, 


enquire we in the next ' place into 
the zature of that relation, which I 


" have affirmed it to bear unto the 


other. For my more advantageous 
diſcovery whereof I will reſume each 
of thoſe things, to which'it doth re- 
late, and ſhew what kind of relation 
it beareth to them. 2” 


Now 2s the fir/t of thoſe things 1s 


an inward and Spiritual Grace, that 
is to ſay, ſuch a one as conduceth 
in an efpecial manner to the wel- 
fare of our inward man, or ſpirit ; 
{o we ſhall find a Sacrament, as to 
-1t, ro have the nature of a fig, or 
wiſuble repreſentatiow of it. A thing 
{o acknowledged by all, by whom 
the Sacraments are acknowledged in 
any meaſure, that it will hardly be 
+ worth 


v 


of a Saerament. 
worth 'our ; while” to infiſt- upon it. 
It may ſuffice here to ſay, that as a 
fon is ſo mach of the Eſſence of 
a Sacrament, . that it is the very Ge» 
zus.0f it;, and mult therefore be ſup- 
_ poſed to be ſx, as toallthofe things 
to which it relates ; ſo we ſhall find 
the Sacraments of Baptiſrh, and the 


Lord's Supper. to repreſent even to 
our eyes. thoſe inward and ſpiritual 
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graces, which are attributed to them. - 


For thus the water of Baptiſm doth 
by that cleanſing quality, which is 
natural to it, and which, as ſuch, 
is a repreſentation of that ſpiritual 
Grace, which purgeth (n) the Con- 
ſcience from dead works; whuch are, as 
it were, the filth (0), and pollution 
of it. And thus too the Elements of 
the Lord's Supper do, as by other 
ways, and means, ſo by that which 
is done unto them; The breaking of 
the one ſerving to ſet forth the break« 
ing of Chriſts body upon the Croſs, 
as the pouring out of the other doth 


the (bedding of his blood at thoſe 


paſſages, which were made for it by 
the Nails,and Spear, that pierc2d him. 
But beſide thas a Sacrament hath 
| = - 


(*) Heb.s.14. 


(0) 2 Cor.7.1; 
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(0) Atts22, 


76, 


Of, whe. Niidive 


therelatiohi'sf jw to thit ris; 
and ſpiritual Gra, which-Beloripeth 
to it, 4r hath alſo he relation '6f 


ſuch a ſign, as: is moreover Aly apt 


1iſtrament- 6' 'cohvey "that: frace;, 
ahich-is fighified by it. -T Nance 
for the proof hereof, in'tlie Seript 
attributing (ſich - eſfoQs *t65 Baj if 
nd'ithe Eord's Supper, :45 wy the 
immediate iſſues -/ of * thoſe -praces 
which are Tignified by! them... For 
if it attribute ſuch effets to tlie, 
it muſt conſequently "intimate then 
to be the-conveyers of. th6ſt Gries, 
from whence they reſult, -as -which 


* Otherwiſe 'they could 'not- be in a 


condition to- produce. Now that the 
Scriptures attribute ſich effeAs to 
the Sacraments before! retfiembred, 

as are the immediate. iffues of thoſt 
graces, which are ſignified by them, 
will appear, as to Baptiſm, by their 
attributihg- to it a power of 'waſh- 
ins away (p) the f ins of men. For 
whether we-underſtand thereby the 
waſhing away their guilt, or waſh- 
ing away the- pollution of them, we 


ſhall Ai find it to be the' immediate 
iſſie 'of "an 'inward, and ſpiritual 


Grace ; 


of « Sacrament, 


Grace It being the þbload of Jeſus 
Chriſt f as, the. yp EeManzy g) every 
where declare) that waſheth1 us from © 
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(2) Explic.of 
e Creed in 


. the word 


fil n. in 'the- former ſenſe”, : 1nd: the Dead, 


f Expl.ofthe. 
which purifie US from it in the Ke ons (LTP _ 


ſanQifying Cradedt of God's «pir (r,, 


Tf therefore. the' Sacr iÞ 
- tiſm may be ſad fo to nee ff 2 purifi 
it muſt 'he as it is an Inſtrument, 
whereby 1 It conveys tous choſe £ Faces, 
ro which that purification doth be- 
long. " But (6 the fame Scriptures ' do 
yet more exprefly declare, as to that 
other SACCAIMENF of our Religion”, 

even the Sup r of the Lord ; "'&; Paul 
tellin us(, of the bread of ir,that it 1t1s 
the C| ompvenien, or Communication 


of Chriſt” s body as of the Cup that 


goes Wn this, car's itisthe C 9 


munios 0 hi Lood. For what of oy 


can We well underſtand” Oc that ex- 


preſſion of his, than that t ey are an 
in rument, whereby God pans bo 


and we accordingly come to par 


of that bod ody, and blood 'of Chrilt, 


Rach, is ſis ied by them? ? Thison- 
"would 7 atded, for the Carer 
2 xplication of it; that when We repre- 


kent the PIPE 2s an inſtrument, 
E 3 _ where- 


C ; the:Yol 


| the words, 


Fbtlieve tt 


p. 


Gholt, 


(ſ)1 


16. 


Cor.ios 


'Eccl. Pol 
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whereby* God conveys to us thax 
grace, which is ſignitied by it, we 

0 not mean thereby that it is a »«- 
tural one, ' or ſuch as contains that 
grace in it, as a Veſleldoth liquor, or 
a cauſe its effe, but rather ( as the 
Judicious Hooker (tr) ij ) as a 


** moral inſtrument thereof; That ists 


ſay, as ſuch a one, to the uſe where- 
of God hath made a promiſe of his 
grace, and which accordingly he will 
accompany with the exhibition of the 
—_—___- cc 

' I deny not indeed byt there are, 
who are otherwiſe waded, and 
who accordingly either attribute a ' 
oreater efficacy ' to a Sacrament, or 
deny even that, which we have at- 
tributed to it. Of the former fort 
are they, who not contented to at- 
firm that a Sacrament is an inftru- 
ment, whereby God conveys grace - 
to the worthy receiver of it, do more- 
over repreſent it under the notion 
of a Phyſical one, yea of ſuch a Phy- 
fical one, as contains grace 1n it, as 
acauſe doth its effeR, and according- 
ly contributes by its own internal 
orce to the producing of it, aswell 
1 IP p28 ac. 


of « Sacrament; rs 


as to the poſſeſſing us thereof. BE- 

ven as a Chezil ( for ſo they» ) () Hiſt. of 
_ explain themſelves) contributes to 72: of 
the formation of a Statue, or as a ” 
Hatchet to that Bed, (w) which is (») aus. 
ſhaped by it. Bur as it appears by /#". Pare. 3. 


Aquinas (x), who was1t may be the o ra 


firſt framer of it, that that conceit 

had- its original from the fear of ma- 

king a Sacrament to be nothing but 

a bare ſign of grace, contrary to the 

Je oma of the Holy Fathers ; ſo no- 

thing more therefore can be neceſ[a- 

o toward the R—_ of it, 

than to ſhew the groundleſneſs of that 

tear, which the doQtrine before de- 

liver'd will ſufficiently evince, For 

if it be but a moral inſtrument, where- 

by God conveys his own graces, it 

1s certainly more than a fjgx, yea it 

may, in ſome ſenſe, be {aid to be a 

caule, as well as the inſtrument 

thereof, For as they, who attribute 

to a Sacrament the efficacy of a cauſe, 

make it to be no farther a cauſe of 

grace, than thatit produceth in the 

Soul a diſpoſition (Jy) to receive it (Hiſt. of 
. oe unc, of 

(by which means it is not ſo much x,, 5; . 

the cauſe of grace, as of our recel- o# 

5 E 4 vInNg 


(2) AR. 8. 
36, 37» 


I Cor. 11.20» 


* Mark. I6 
I6,' 
AR. 2. 38. 


y 07 the Nitture 
ving it) fo fich a- kind of cauſality 
II be found to' belong tot, thoug 
we make a Sacrament to be ro 0- 
ther than a_means whereby we at- 
tain it ; Becaufe it is fo far forth 
by the force of 'a Sacrament , that 
= comes to bein _—__ that yes 
out that we cannot, ordina 
to attain it, nor fear to fai by 'S 
where the "other is duly feceiv's' 
The only difference as to this parti- 
cular between the one, and the other 
opinion, is, that whereas the formet 
inakes a Sacrament to diſpoſe us to 
the reception of hary as well as to 
conve it ; The larter fu —_ that 
Acboſttots uf already produc'd, and con- 
Tequently avs & Fate for. the for- 
imer Tan " Th that reſpeft yet 
more agreeably to rhe Dottrine ofthe 
Scriptures, becaufe nor only pre-re- 
op certaln qualifications (z) of 
{7 that ate tb receive it,but aſſurin if 
that if they come ſo qualifi 
They  thatl fot fall * of that grace, 


hich the Sictaineht was intended 


to, convey ; 'Theſe and the like affer- 


tions, as they ſuppoſe the Soul to be 


before dlſpos', {6 kaving no prace 


tor 


of & Sacrament. 


 foy any other cauſality ina Sacrament, 
tharr ts ſerving to' us as a means 
of conveying that grace, which we 
_ Ih yo to receive, And in- 
<d as it doth not appear by any thin 
that Schoolman Any he 
the Anticnts ever attribufed atiy 0- 


ther cauſality to a Sacrament- ( for 


though St. Avgn/tine, as he is quoted 
by him, affirms the power of God 
- wotk by a Sacrament, yet he 
doth not affirm it to do io ﬆs by a 
_ Phyfical inftrument ) As it appears 


farther, eyen from that Schoolman, 


that St. Bernard was of opinion , 
that Grace is no otherwiſe conveyed 
by 4 Sacrament, than a Canonry in his 
time was -4 # Book, or a Biſhoprick 
” Ring ; 1o there is no defeEt in the 
Inſtances of that Fzther, ſuppoſing a 
Book or a Ring to have been as much 
a means of conveying of thoſe pre- 
ferments, as we affirm a Sacrament 
to be of the divine Grace. For 1m 
that caſe the. delivery of a Ring , 
or-2 Book, would not only have 
been a fig, whereby the delivery of 
thoſe preferments was declar'd, as 
Aquinas arguaes1n the place _ , 

| ut 
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but a ceremony by which they were 
actually made over , and without 
which they could not have been Ca- 
nonically anveſted in them. I con- 
elude therefore, that if a Sacrament 
be an inſtrument of Grace, it is a 
moral one, and ſuch as contributes 
no farther toward our partaking of 
at, than as jt is a means to which 
God hath annex'd the promiſe of it, 
and which .accordingly he will not 
fail ( where the receiver is rightly 
diſpos'd)) to accompany with the ex- 
tubition of the other. 
But becauſe there are fome, who 
are ſo far from owning a Sacrament - 
to be a phyſical inſtrument of grace, 
that they will not ſo much as allow 
it to be a zwwral ove; And becauſe 
ſuch a conceit may tend as much to 
the depretiating of a Sacrament, as 
the other ſeems to tend to the over- 
valuing of it ; Therefore conſider 
we 1n the next place the pretenſions 
_ of thoſe, that entertain it, and the 
ſtrength, or rather weakneſs of thoſe 
pretenſions. There are who have 
thought (and it were to be wiſh'd + 
that many more did not, who do 
not 


 « Sacrament. 
not perhaps ſpeak it out) that a 


Sacrament, as to this particular is a 


bare ſign of the Divine Grace, and 
accordingly intended by God, only 


.. to awaken mens minds to conceive 


it, and their hearts to the embracing 
of it. What induced them ſd to 0- 
pine, I am not able to ſay, unleſs it 
were, on the one hand an Univer- 
fat acknowledgment of 1ts being a 
1; and a fear, on the other, leſt 
if they made it any thing more, th 
ſhould approach- too near to thoſe 
exceſſes, into which the former had 


caſt themſelves. But as it is a very 


11 way of chooſing opinions in Re- 
 ligion by the diftance, which the 

bear to the exceſſes of other men ; ſo 
the fondneſs. of this cannot better 
be made appear, than by thoſe glo- 
rious effets, which are attributed to 
a Sacrament, and which, in ſtrictneſs 
of ſpeech, are the proper, and imme- 


diate iſſues of that which is ſignified by 


it. For that which 1s only a ſez bein 

no way capable of producing fuc! 
effes, nor therefore with any rea- 
fon of having ſuch effefts attributed 
to it, we are in” reaſon, where the 
2 | thing 
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ing will bear jt, to. conceive it uns 
W h 2 notion, as will e's 
effets yet mare proper to it. Whic|] 
we ſhall then Fang then only 1% 
when we make it ſucha ſign, where- 
by (as was before ſaid) God con- 
veys to. us that Grace, by which 
thaſe effeftts are praduc'd. Only. as 
there are, who think all this may 
be falv'd, by making a Sacrament a 
ſeah, as well as a ſign of Grace, os 
rather a ſeal of that New Cqugnazt., 
by which we are jntituled to'it; fo 
it may not therefore be amiſs to ex- 
amine that pretenſion alſo, and en- 
quire jato the validity thereof... What 
relation a Sacrament bears to the New 
Covenant, and how far the notion 
of a ſeal is competible to it, ſhall he 
examin'd in another place, and I 
will not therefore at preſent en age 
my {elf in that diſpute. But I Thai 
not ſtick to affirm, that how legiti- 
mate ſoeyer that notion of a Sacra- 
ment may be, yet it is no adequate 
one; As will appear in part trom 
the inſufficiency of thoſe graunds up- 
on which it is bwlt, and in part al- 
lo from the nature of that Covenant, 

Nm ___ wheredt 


md 


of a-'@gerament. 


__ they ſpeak, - and -of Which 

ey repreſeht i as aifexd. Por the 
| err Mer ing the: fbrmer- whereof we 
ire"to 'know, Xhat as "the "ground 
upon which It -& built 18 -paflipe of 
St. Paul (a), wWhere'the'tepreſnts'the 


Circuncifion' 'sf Abrahain as 'a \ſeal-of 


that »+ightebuſncfs of faith, which he 
had \yet ed TS, 40: that 
Text; if :it 'Be well examind, -will 
not'be foriad io - be a GiMcient proof 
of that, 'for Which it is alleds'd. For 
fot to tequire -'thoſe That Urge. 'that 
Text (-whith:yet they ſeldom - do) 
to make it Appear that: the \Chriſtiars 
Satraments afe : of the (fame nature 


Gn 


(a)Rom.4-17, 


with 'Cirrwmeifion; and: 'conſeq vently - 


tharwhat'is ſaid concetning 'Circum- 
eiflon ought to be alike underſtood 
of the other ; Neither-is what'i is there 
aftirm'd -  ebncertiing -Cifcnincifion 


affirm'd concerning Circumcifion #2 


che general, but only of the Circum- 
ciſion of Abraham, neither is it affir- 
med concerning his, that it was a ſeal 


of that Covenant, to which it did 


more immediately relate, but of that 
righteouſneſs, which he had' before 
hey enter'd into it. Things, voor 
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if duly conſfider'd, will render that 
teſtimony perfeMly incfteRual, as to 
what it 15 deſigned to eſtabliſh. For 
as if Abraham's cale were different 
from that of other Circumciſed per. 
ſons, what may have been to him a 
ſeal of the righteouſneſs of Faith, 


. may not yet have been ſuch to them ; 


ſo that Abraham's caſe was io far 
different from that of the generality 


of Circumciſed perſons, may appear 


from his having before had that 
righteouſneſs of Faith, which the o- 
ther, becauſe Infants, could not be 


ſuppoſed to have had, or, at leaſt, 


not till they had it by the fign of 
Circumciſion. And indeed, whoſd- 
ever ſhall conſider what the Apoſtles 


_ deſign in thatplace is, even toſhew 


that the righteouſneſs of Faith is not 


annexed to Cireumcifion, becauſe A- 


braham had it before he was Circum- 
ciſed, muſt conſequently believe that 
when he afterwards makes that Cir- 
cumciſion of his a ſeal of that righte- 
ouſneſs in him, his meaning was on- 
ly to ſay, that it was a teſtimony 
" So God to him, and others, that 
he allowed of the former righteoul-. _ 
nels, 


of a Sacrament. 


neſs, as which if he had not-done, 
he would not thus have entred with 
him into that other Covenant, of. 


which Circumciſion was a fign. By 
. which way of arguing, what is here 
{aid concerning Circumciſions being 
| a ſeal, muſt not be underſtood - of 
it, aS1t was 1n it ſelf, and ſo in a 
notion common. to all that receiv'd it, 
but with reſpe&t to that righteouſ- 
neſs of Abraham's, which it tollowed 
after in time, and which it could not 
_ but be look'd upon as ſome Conftir- 
. mation from God of, becauſe a ſign 
of that New Covenant which God 
thenenter'd into with him. As for that 
New Covenant, or any righteouſneſs 
. of Faith accruing to Abraham by it; 
This St. Pazl.is ſo far from affirming 
. his Circumciſion to have been a ſeal 
of, that he may ſeem rather to in- 
. tumate, that it had no ſuch relation 
to it: Becauſe affirming it to have 
| been a ſeal of that righteouſneſs , 
which he had before it, and which 
. therefore he derived not . from the 
Covenant of Circumciftion, or was 


under any neceſſity of having it ſeal'd 


to him by the ſign of it, 1 con- 
clude 
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clude -therefore, that how true ſoever 
it may be, that a 'Chriftian Sacra- 


ments a ſeal of . the New Covenant ; 


Yet the Text before: mention'd con- 


'Ferrs- not at all to the -proving of :it, 


and: much leſs toward the :ſhewing , 
that-it hath no other. relation than 


that of a ſeal-either to.that-Cave- 
nant, or .the graces. of. it. » But cbe- 


ſide-that the ſingle notion, of -a ſeal, 
how -plauſible {oever-it. may appear, 


-hath no countenance from that "Text, 


which is uſually produced: for: it ; dt 
will be-found- to have as: little from 


the nature of that Covenant, of-which 


1t -is- repreſented as aiſeal. For that 


- Covenant importing -as well thecon- | 
ferring- of preſent benefits, -as. a. pro- 


miſe of- future ones,: it. muſt conſe- 
quently if 4t- be tranſacted by any -vi- 
fible- ceremony, make uſe of that 
ceremony to convey. thoſe preſent be- 


-nefits, as well as to aſcertain the ex- 
- hibition of future ones ; The: for« 
mer whereof a ſeal being .no way 
- proper for, or at leait nor in theuſu- 


al-notion of it, we are 1n reaſon-to 


-give the reſpective Sacraments of 
"that Covenant another, and a more 


efe- 


f « Sacrament: 
effeQual riotiori, even that of a wiees; 
whereby Chrift, who is the Author 
of them, conveys his graces to man« 
kind: Ws | 


One only relation there 13 beſides; 


which a Sacrament bears to the 
Divine Grace, even that of a pledge 


v.70 aſſure »s thereof (as our Catechiſm 


/ 
W 
/ 


exprefſeth it) or (as the 25h Arti- 
cle of our Church hath it) a certairs 
fe ure witneſs of #. A relation , Which 
ftands ſufficiently confirm'd -by the 
nas: of the Divine Grace 
in it ſelf, and the aptmeſs of a Sacra- 
ment to manifeſt its approaches: to us; 


For as the ifiperceptibleneſs of the - 


Divine Grace'in it {elf makes it but 


neceſſary , for the comfort of- man- _ 


kind, to have its approaches mani- 
felted to them by ſome other ways , 
and mearls ; {o a'Sacrament. as before 


 deſcrib'd, is an-apt nieanstonotifie” it 
to us, yea aſſure us of the approaches 


of it : Partly, becauſe a means to which 
God hath annexed the exhibition of 
his grace,” and partly becauſe ſuch 
2 means, as -is apparent to inens 
knſes, and which therefore whilſt 
they are {o aſſured of; they can as 
F little 


& * 


I 
{ 
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little .dggbt: of that Grace, which 
by the Hecree of God-1 5 annexed 
ro Kt, * 

Of the relation A Sacr ament hae 
to the' Divine Grace 1; have {ſpoken 
hitherto, and ſhewn what kind, or 
kinds of relation. it beareth to it ; I 
come.now; : according. #0 the method 
before . laid down, to entreat of -its 
relation.ta or ſelves, and of that p3- 
ety, and-ſervice, which we owe 0 
the giver iof it. For'the-underſtand- 
ing whergof we, are to know, that 
as- a Sacrament -1s- undoubtedly a {ign 
of. that, of which it is ſuch, ſd if-it 
hath--a relation to our piety (as 1 
have- before. {hewn- it £0- have, and as 
the very title: of. a Suerament, in the. 
Original notion. of it, obligeth ys to 
conceive.) it muſt be look'd upon as 
ſuch- a ſign,. whereby we may make 
a declaration of that piety of olurs, as 
was before obſerv'd out of »>Mr. Cats 
VIN. - But- jo-we do-in Baptiſm - _n 
as by other ways, - and means , fo 
eſpecially by our receipt; of. it, as 
2 mark of - our preſent acknow+ 
ledgment of thoſe Divine: Perſons, 


xito whoſe names we are baptized, 
and 


of a Sactamnient. 
ind” a refol ution for ever ater 6 
keep 4 $064 Coanſcierice to them : 


In the Evuchatift, by the grateful ; 


commemngrgtion we there make of 'the 


__ of ChiiR;- 5; a declaration of 
our intimate Ynioh: WIRE who 


OT with #s theteoR amd a re 


{lolvednefs to nizintitn i bp all the 


oNfitts bf 16ve; #nd'Rifriefs Which 


thinss T'd6 HOW © 'only- 'rieftion, be= 
cavfe I uſt infift' upon” them more 
ey elſewhere, and Whither it 
will be mdreffoper to deferr rhe par= 
ticillar explication of then. Only 
ag a Saciument wppcats to have receiv'd 
its Nie from the obBiation it layes 
upof'” ns to the- performance of re= 
1i24ous diities ; ſo' I cannot forbearts 
add, that” iy it is \a declaration of 
that | picty- we owe ©. God, © it is 
alſo an obligation to'the continuance 
of it ; Becauſe (asT ſhall afterwards 
ihew) it ſerves to conciliate, Or res 
new that New Coverat, by which 
we are obliged to them. | 

From that ſeco-zd thing, to which 
a Sacrament relates; pals we to the 
third, even that New C ovenant, un 


which both the Former are founded; 
F 23 and 


4% 
« £ ” 
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-and to. which I ſhall not ſtick t9 
. affirm :. Firſt, that a Sacrament hath 
the relation of a ſign, becauſe at once 
repreſenting the conceraments of 
- each party, what God obligeth, him- 
ſelf to conferr, and what . we, make 
_ profeſſion of performing. Þ But nei- 
. ther ſhall I ſtick to - Uh that it 
hath moreover the relation of ſuch a 
ſign, whereby the parties ,concern'd 
_ declare their coxſent to it, and 6 
.make that, which was before but in 
a diſpoſition, to become a Covenazrt , * 
.or, at moſt, but in. a weak, and totter- 
ing condition, to become. actually , 
.and firmly ſuch. Which if any man 
ſhall give the title of a Seal unto, L 
for. my part ſhall not be at all diſ- 
.pleas'd, becauſe. ſeals were. ſometime 
(b) made uſe of, for the declaration 
of ſuch a conſent. . But T have my 
| ſelf avoided to make uſe of the ex- 
preſſion, becauſe there may. be ſome 
Ambiguity in .it ; And becauſe they, 
who have lately.employ'd it, ſeem to 
look - upon 41t as a thing, which ra- 
ther adds ſtrength-to mens faith con- 
cerning it, than to. the Covenant 1t 
{elf, and much leſs doth either give be- 
_ ing 


' (b) Neh. 9. 
38. 


of a Sacrament. <&: 
ing to it, or renew it. Whereas 
Baptiſm, in my opinion, © is that; 
which firſt ſtrikes the Covenant be- - 
tween God, and man, and the Eu. 
chariſt, that which continues, -or re- 
news it after it hath been ſhatter'd 
by . our miſcarriages ; As is evident, 
as to the former, by its being the: 
means of (c) making Diſciples, and: (c) Ma. 28. 
the laver of our (d) new birth, and, Th 
as to the latter, by our Saviour's END AY 
entitling it the New Covenant (e) FLA (e) Luk. 22. 
his blood, and remitting men to it for: 25 
that remiſſion of (f )ſim,which had been. (4) par. 26. 
made over to them by the other.: 28. | 
This I take to be the true relation 
of a Sacrament to the New Covenant 
and fo I ſhall continue to do, till 
I come to be better enlightned in it. 
For which cauſe I ſhall only add, 
that as the conſent, we now ſpeak 
of, is in a Sacrament declar'd by both 
parties ; ſo he, who adminiſters it, 
is in that caſe in the place of God, 
and declares his conſent to the Co- 
venant ; Becauſe doing what he doth 
by vertue of that Commiſſion ( ), GM 
which empower'd the Apoſtles, and = ws 
their Succeſſors to Baptize all, that 

F'\1 ſhould 


ths = 


7a 
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ould offer. themſelves. unto it, and 
made them the diſpenſers of that, 
and the other _(h) myſteries of our 
Religion, .: _ 
be fourth and laſt thing, towhich 
- erm m'd. a eh to relate, i | 
gay” of Chriſt. even that myſti- 
gal. one, W Seach h-1s made. up by thoſe, 
that behieve: in him, and adore him, 
Now to this Bedy, it relates, in the 
" nga EO diſcriminau ſign of 
zhe profeſſion of it, and, by which 
veral: members therepk may both 
os, and: be know nh by. one ano: 


. _ ther, and. aceordingly joyn. in fach 


(i) Expl. of 
£1e fourth 
Com. Part I. 


(+) Ang.contr, 
' Fauſt. Mani- 


the. li. 19. 
|! 


afts, as God exacts . of _ their. body. 
For becauſe. God, . who made men 
ſociable Creatures, was willing; they 
ſhould worſhip. him in ſociety: alſo, 
as for other reaſons, ſo tomake him 
an apt return, (7). of praiſe for: that 
bleſbng, which they.receiy'd by. Goft's 
ſpobng them to.a, ſociable life ; And 
16A (as St, Auguſtine (k) ipeaks.) 
men cannot, be. aſſociated into. any Re: 
ligious. body, nor. indeed. into any 0- 
ther, but. ky. a community of viſible figns, 
and: Sacraments. (of which', [exe 


che thus. confederating « of men. of all 
| Relt- 


of a. DdAcxKdIment, 


Rehgoague hayea roeE imagens Be» 
nerat inability 'tq — 
fiog. of their Affociatesiby! any other 
way, than, by fuch autward; nors, 
er arafrs), therefore,;: Liay, God, 
and.Chriſt, when they. meantitg;erech 
a. Chriſtian. body, ſafe: « fuck figns} 
and notes alſo. ; Partly, to give be- 
g1n04Ng., to. It, and # [Moe mMemn- 
pers. of. it, , and, partlyz.t continue 
them in, choſe Lubin 168ky: S96-{eT> 
vices, whuch : requir'd the. pers 
frmance, 6. The farmer, whereaf 
is; done b yh Sacrament. of - Bage- 
cl, the tter by -the- Sacrameng of 
the Euchariſt, * And. bow muchheſe 
two Sacrarments confer. toward! the 
keeping up. the profeſſion... of Chri- 
ſtianity, will ar,- On ..the one: 
hand, Con thoſe miſcrable_ \Chriffi- 
ans, who live uader the Turks, and,, 
on the other,. from, thoſe. much more. 
miſerable perſons the! Quakers, who: 
live among . our ſelves. For 2$the 
poor Greeks, by reaſon of the igno- 
raxce of their Prieſts, ang the wintel- 
hgibleness, as, welk as the. hud/ing np' 
their ' Liturgies,: "Town little other 


means hbefide thoſe. Sacraments, and 
F 4 other 


of. rhe. prote(- 
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other ſuch ſymbolical rites to keep up 
the profeſſion of Chriſtianity among 
them {which yet, it may be, they 
are more tenaciousof, than thoſe who 
are better inſtructed arnong us, would 
be- under'' the like circumſtances 
ſo thoſt much: more miſerable perſons 
the Quakers, having: thrown off the 
vilible ' ſigns of Chriſtianity, have 
upon the matter comie to - throw off 
Chriſtianity 1t-ſelf, and whatſoever 
it abligeth us either 6 believe; or do 
in ofder to our'obtaining the falvati- 
on _ by it. Tfthey have made 
a ſhift 'to rear, or keep up ſo much 
as their"owti Profeſſion, 1t was owing 
in 'the beginning to that Quaking, 
which gave denomination to them, 
and, finee that, to their affet#ed looks, 
and habits , and behaviour , which 
are, if I may fo ſpeak, the viſible 
fgns, or Sacraments thereof. And, 
i once they fall off from theſe, as we 
fee they 'begin to do, we ſhall ſoon 
find their profeſſion to fail together 


with it, and-to be buried in the: . 


{ame grave. ' But to' return to that : 
more ſacred body, of which I but now ' 
entreated, and to which as I aftirm'd' 
"I eh A, Ft FE bl 


a Sacrament. to have the relation of 
a general badge, or diſcriminative 
ſign of the profeſſion of it, fo I 
muſt alſo to be a means of bringing 
particular men into it, Or continuing 
them in the communion. of it : It be- 
ing into this body . (as was before ob- 
{erv'd out of St. Paul) that all Chri- 
ſans are baptiz'd, and fo. therefore 
firſt entred by that Sacrament ; And 
in that body too that they continue 
by the receipt of the other Sacrament , 
becauſe it is, by their partakins of the 
bread of it, that the ſame St. Paul 
affirms, that they become that oxe 
Bread, and Body. For being mem- 


bers of that body by the former Sacra- - 


ment, they cannot otherwiſe be ſaid 
to make 1t up by the partaking of 
the latter, than as that may ſerve 
to keep them within the communion 
of it. | 

NIE. An account being thus given 
of the things, to which a Sacrament 


relates, together with the zature of 
that relation it beareth to them ; It 


remains that T enquire what the 


foundation of that relation is, which 
BE the only thing farther tobe known 


toward 


— 


"9 
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toward the diſcayery .of the Proper- 


Ti6s, of. a Sacrament. ; Foy the un- 
derſtanding whergof we are, ta kngry, 
that as the, relation , -whereof' we 
ſpeak, 1s of different ſorts, to. wit the 
relation of a, ſign, Of. a maqvs: of cav- 
wveyance, and. of a. plzdze (tor fuch 1 
have ſhewn a Sacrameat-. to. be, -as 
to that grace of God, to which, it 
racipe y. referrs.) ſo. it 'may, have 


dS 4 
the re 


- -_ , 4 


mer reſemblance 1s not ſo apparent. , 
as, by 1ts own, force to have ſugge- 


' ſed to us the things ſignified by, it, 


ſo it could not without- his. inſtitu- 
tion, whoſe, the Sacrament is, have 
laid any obligation upon: us. to conlt- 
der it 1n that relation of it, I ſay 


not the ſame concerning that: relati-- 


on of a Sacrament, whereby: it be- 


comes. a means of. conveying tous the 
Divine 


” 


ef a Sacrament. Ty 


Divine grace, Or 4 pledge to aſſure us 
thereof : Becauſe each of thele rela- 
tions is, founded ſimply, - and only in 
the I»ftitation.oh' hymn, whole the Sa» 
crament . is. For: a Sacrament ha- 
ving 20 natural aptatiade either to con- 
vey the Piving Graee to us, or toal< 
ſure us, that 1b: we receive. that Sa- 
crament, we 1ſha}l: recewe the other 
alſo. ;. It muſt conſequently. (if it be- ; 
come: ſuch. a, meaps, ,0r pledge) be» 
come {9 by the Inſtitution of him., 
by: whom. it is ſuggeſted to. us. But 
becauſe I have faid nothing huherto, 
whoſe that Tnſlitution 1s, by: 'vertue of 
which, a Sacrameat puts on: the fore» 
mentioned, relations ; And. becauſe. it 
is. alike certain, that whoſoever's that 
Inſtitation.-15, yet it; produceth- not 
thoſe efiedts. by its. own immediate 
force, but by the, intervention. of 
ſore Ad or. Atts. of thoſe, -whom 
be. hath intrufted, with the. diſpenſa= 
tion of them.; Therefore, to fatisfie 
our ſelves. yet: farther; concerning, the 
faundation of; thoie: relations, enquire 
we in the next: place. mhoſe that Tn- 
{titutioa. is, upon which they are 
tounded, and: ham that Inſtitution. 
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ought to be appli eto enable it topro- 
duce them. A 
+ As concerning the Perſoz, whoſe 
that Inſtitution'1s, little needs to be 
{aid,: conſidering what the Scripture 
hath: faid concerning Baptiſm, and 


the-Lord's Supper, which are the 


only. clear Sacraments of our Reli. 
| - For Baptiſm, __ = Lord's 

upper being apparently Chri/f's own 
Inſtitutions 5» tf ; cw to be 
by: thoſe Scriptures, which give an 
account:'of -them ; Whatſoever hath 
the relation of a Sacrament , muſt 
have- him- for ' its Author, or ( as 
our ' Church hath exprefled it) be 
ordaized by him. Beſides, a Sacra- 
ment, as ſuch, being both a con- 
veyer, -.and a pledge of Grace, the 
ditpenfation whereof is entruſted un- 


to Chriſt (7), either that, which pre- 


tends. to be a Sacrament, muſt have 
him for its Author, or it muſt not 
be. look'd upon -under that relation. - 
And thus far we find even thoſe of 

ome tO go, becauſe . not only re- 
preſenting all the Sacraments of the 
New Law as inſtituted by Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, but. pronouncing an As 
EH nathema 


\ 


of « Sacrament. 


2 - 


,nathema alſo .(») upon thoſe, -that (#) Cone, 


; ſhall deny it. TE nn 
. It being therefore not at all to-be 
.doubted , - whoſe that Inſtitution :is/, 
upon which the relations .of .a- Sa- 
.crament are founded ; enquire we-in 
'the next place how that inſtitution 


Can. 1x.de 
Sacr. 


ought to be appli'd, to enable-it-to 


. produce thoſe relations. Which muſt 
be firſt by a declaration of the purport 
thereof, and ſecondly by doing, thoſe 
things to the elements, - which either 
the general tenour of the Chriſtian Re 
ligion, or the particular precepts..of 
the Inſtitution prompt- us,,to the per- 
formance of., [That I repreſent the 
firſt of theſe as one of thoſe things, 
which makes the Inſticution of Chriſt 
to become effectual toward ,the, pro- 
ducing of the former relations; ''or 
(as it is more commonly. expreileÞ 
toward the eonſecration of thoſe, Ele- 
ments, which are to put them: on, 1s 
partly upon the - account of the ne- 
cellity of ſuch a declaration, and partly 
upon the account of the Commands 
of him, by whom. the - Sacraments 
were inſtituted. -For a Sacrament 
being not {o clear a- repreſent of 
| that, 


7. 
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that, of which it is fo, as by its 6wn 
force to ſuggeſt it to the minds of 
thoſe, for whom it was intended ; 
Beirig much lefs ſo clear - a repre. 
ſentation of it, as to invite thoſe to 
refle& upon it, who are either flow 
of inderſtanding, or otherwiſe indi[- 
poſed to contemplate it, ſuch as art 
thegenerality of men 5; Tt cannot bijt 
be thought neceſſary, even upon that 
account, to call in the afliitance '& 
ſuch words, as may declare to the, 
that are concern'd, for what ends, 
and purpoſes it was appoinited, - 0. 
therwiſe -men may either look updh 
the whole as a purely civil ation, 
or (if the Perſon that adminiſters it, 
and - other ſuch like circumſtances 
prompt them to conceive of it, as a 
religious- one) yet fancy to them- 
elves ſuch ends, and purpoſes , as 
are! either different from, or contra- ' 
ry to the- true intendment of it, A- 
reecable hereto 15 the command of 
the Author of our reſpective Sacra- 
ments, ' as 1s evident from ' what. 
he enjoyns- — Baptiſm ''and 
the Lord's Supper; His own expreſs - 


injunQtion concerning, the former be- 
ing, 
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ing, that' his Diſciples ſhould baptize 
men 7 - the.-roume of- the Father, and 
of ' tht Sov, ad. of the Holy Ghoſt , 
which could not be done without 
a_rehexr(al-of. thoſe names at leaſt ; 
As concerding'the latter, that they 
ſhould do. What they had. ſeen, and 
heard him do, > as. oft as that Sacra- 
ment was adminiftted, and therefore 
alſo. make a verbal declaration com - 
cerning it. - For. though. that bends © 
ſo clear from thoſe words of our Sa« 
viour, Do. this in remembrance. of me , 
I mean as they lie in St. :Lyke (n) ; () Luk. 22. 
yet wil it be found to'be' fo, it we ,* 
take 1n the Comment of : St.:Paul-(o); @) jay 6 
where he: gives a like account: of the 
Inſtitution of it. For :repreſenting 
what was. then ſaid, and done as a 
preſcription -, for future Cp) Sacra» (?) —- 23: 
ments, as well as for .thatof Chriſt's ** * 
own” immediate \conſecration'; Repre- 
{enting 1t: moreover. as ſuch. upon the 
accoiint of what Chriſt then emxjoyn'd 
concerning their doing the ſame things -- 
in ' remembrance” of him; he muſt 
conſequently  ( becauſe he: brings in 
our Saviour making a Terbal declara- 

* @n concerning the purport ;” that 
| ACra- 


by 


* ' Of the Nature 


Sacrament, and ſubjoyns the former 


. injunCtion of it). be thought to re- 


preſent it as our Savioar's mind, that 
they, who conſecrated that Sacra- 
ment, ſhould uſe the. ſame declarati- 
ons concermng it. But beſide a de- 


_ claration of the purport of the Inſtitu- 


(q) Conſtir. 
Apoſt, It, 8, Co 
I2, 


f50y, and which the: Church hath ge- 
nerally kept ſo cloſe to, as to make 
that declaration by the very words (q) 
of. the Inſtitution, 1t 1s no doubt a- 
like neceſlary, if not more toward 
the producing of the former relati- 
ons, to. do thoſe things to the Ele- 


-*- ments, 'which either the general te- 
_...,. nour of 'Chriftianity, or. the particu- 
larpreceptsof the Inſtitution prompt 


us' to 'the performance of. Hor if 
Prayer:be {ſo generally neceſſary to- 


ward: the procuring of any favour , 


" that it-becomes ſuch as. to the ob- 


(?) 1. Tim. 4+ 
4- 3s 


taining of common,and ordinary ones ; 
If it be: ſo: far neceſſary toward them, 
as:to become ſuch even-'to : the bleſ- 
ſing of our ordinary repaſt (F), though 
that 'be not: without” a natural apt 
tude to:!nouriſh, and ſuftain us: 
How much--more may: we think it 
to be neceſſary, as to: the makingE. 
= thole 
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thoſe eletnents, which are in no diſ- 

poſition to it, to become the con= 

veyers of the Divine Grace to thoſe, 

who are to partake of them. But. 

ſo the perpetual praCtice . of the 

Church will oblige us to beleve, ' 

and aQt, as to the one,, and other Sa- 

crament, of our Religion. For though. 

there be-not any- particular injunCti- 

on concerning conſecrating the was 

ter of Baptiſm, and IT ſuppoſe be- 

cauſe the neceſſity thereof was ſuf- 

ticiently - known by what the .Scri- 

pture hath ſaid concerning the gene- 

ral neceflity thereof ; Yet as we find 

Ananias admoniſhing St. Paul (fl J ({) AR. a3 

to waſh away his ſips by Baptiſm cal- 7", 

ling upon the name of the Lord, and 

which, no doubt, becauſe he Baptiz'd 

him, the ſame Azanias went before 

him in; As-wefind farther by Ju/tiz | 

Martyr (t), that they, who were to ()4polog: 25 

be baptiz'd, were admoniſhed to faſt, 

and pray, the Brethren praying, and 

faſting for, and with them ( for theſe 

are {ufficient- proofs, that ſome ſort 

of Prayers did alway precede it) 1o 

we find by thoſe, who have given 

a mote particular account of the Of- 
G fices 


(4) Conſtir, 
Apoſt.lib.q. Cc. 
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fices of the Church, that the Prieft 
did pray particularly («), that God 
would look dows from Heaven , and 
ſanttifie_ that water, wherein they were 
to be Baptized by him. The caſe is 
yet more plain as to the Sacrament 
of the Euchariſt, as ſhall be made 
appear, when I come to entreat pur- 
ſely concerning it. And therefore 

I ſhall only add, that as the Inſtitu- 
tion of bur reſpeCtive Sacraments can- 
- Not obtain'its effect, without doing 
thoſe things to the Elements thereot, 
which the general tenour of Chrifti- 
anity obligeth us to perform, ſo much 
Teſs without the doing of thoſe things, 

' which rhe particular precepts of the 
Inſtitution oblige to the praCtice of. . 
For the force of a Sacrament depend- 
ing more ummeditely upon the In- 
ftitution of him, whoſe. the Sacra- 
ment is, it muſt conſequently, as to 
the application of that Inſtitution , 
depend more upon the doing of thoſe 
things, which the particular. precepts 
of the Inſtitution oblige to the pra- 
Qtice of, than upon thoſe, which the 
more general, and therefore remoter 
piecepts of Chriſtianity oblige unto. 
= a; "B00 


of a Sacrament, 


The conſequence whereof, as to the 
Euchariſt, will be, among other 


things, a neceſſity of giving God 


thanks for thoſe gracious boons , 
"which that Sacrament was intended 
both to convey, and aſſure. The 
reſult of the premuſes 1s this ; A Sa- 
crament, as ſuch, is a relative thing, 
it 1s ſo in an eſpecial manner as to 
the Divine Grace, as which it fignt- 
fies, and conveyes, and aſſures. But 
as thoſe relations thereof are found- 
ed, rather in the inſtitution of the 
Author of it, than in the vertue of 
thoſe elements, in which they are 
ſubjected ; ſo in that again, not 106 
much as delivered by our Saviour, as 
applied to the elements by a des 
claration of the purport of it, and 


by ſuch other ACts as the general 


tenour of Chriſtianity, or the parti- 
cular precepts. of the Inſtitution ob- 
lige thoſe, who are the diſpenſers of 
a Sacrament, to do to the elements 
thereof. | 

I do not at all found the relations 
of a Sacrament in ſuch Act, or Acts, 
as are requir'd of thoſe, that partake 


of it ; Yea though without ſuch Act, 
G 2 Or 


3; 
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or Acts, they cannot partake of the 
Graces of it.: Partly, becauſe a Sa- 
crament being an inſtitution of Chriſt, 
it muſt rather depend upon his ap- 
pointment, and the facts of: thoſe , 


- who aQ in his behalf, than-upon the 


(») x Cor.11, 
27s 


(x,--—--29, 


diſpoſition of ſuch as are 'to partake 
of it ; And partly, becauſe a Sacra- 
ment, though not conveying, or al- 
{uring the Divine Grace to: any, but 
the worthy Receivers of: it, yet is as 
really and truly a Sacrament to thoſe, 
who. are otherwiſe diſpos'd, as it is 
to the moſt worthy anes. As is c- 
vident among other things from 
St. Paul's affirming the unworthy 
receiver of the Euchariſt to. be guz- 
ty of the Body (w), and Blood of 
Chriſt, and again to eat, and drink 
Damnation to himſelf, for not diſcer- 


ring (Xx) the Lord's Body. For how 


come they to be guilty of the Boay, and 
Blood of Chriſt by the meer recepti- 
on of the elements , if thoſe elements 
be not even to them a Sacrament of 
his Body, and Blood ? Or how faul- 
ty for not diſcerning in them the 
Lord's Body, and Blood, if thoſe e- 
lements, which they receive, have on 

the 


of a Sacrament, 


the: relation of a Sacrament. to' them ?. 
Neither , will, it avail to ſay, that 


{uch perſons may [become gu//ty of 


Chriſt's Body, and Blood, becauſe re-' 
ceiving not as they ought, thoſe e= 
lements, which are the 72s. of them. 
For as it will follow from thence, 
that thoſe elements, which they re- 


ceive, are ſo far, . at leaſt, - a Sacra- 
ment of. Chriſt's Body, and Blood, 
I mean as that is a ſign of them ; 
{o there is reaſon . enough to believe 
from the way the Apoltle takes-to 
prove the foremention'd charge, that 
thoſe elements were as really a Sa- 
crament to them in all other reſpects, 
as they were in the notion of a 
ſign ; Becauſe he founds that charge 
of his upon Chriſt's making - thoſe 
elements the Sacrament of his Body, 
and Blood: ( y), and which therefore 
he muſt ſuppoſe them to be as much 


$85, 


(3) 274 


to them, as they are to any perſon 


whatſoever. . 'That which I conceive 
hath occafion'd men to. be otherwiſe 
opinionated , was their, conceiving 
of a Sacrament, not. as a means fitted 
by Chriſt to convey, : or aſſure the Di- 
vine Grace, and which accordingly, 

G 3 where 
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where it is duly receiv'd, aQuually 
doth ſo ; but as a thing, whi 
is not only in a diſpoſition to ir, 


'but, where 4t is really a Sacrament, 


yfallibly doth fo to all, that partake 


of it, Which conceit, it may be, 


they were the more ealily betray'd 


mto by the Scriptures repreſenting it 
rather as a thing, which "Qually /; - 


difizs, and {aves, than as a thing, 


which 1s only fitted for it. But as 
there might be ground enough for 
preſſions, as thoſe, whether 


fuch e 
upon ' the account of the perſons , 


whom tt is ſo ſaid to /anifie, and ſave, 
or upon the account of there being 
enough in a Sacrament todo it, where 
the parties, that partake of it, are 
oy qualified' for it ; ſo the Scripture 
hath fometimes ſo qualified its own 
aſſertions by making the due diſpoſi- 
tion of the + party receiving it to be 
neceſlary to procure the other, that we 
cannot but look upon a Sacrament , 
rather as a thing fitted to produce ſuch 
effects, than as aQuually, and infalli- 
bly producing them. And indeed, as 
there 15 therefore but reaſon to con- 
ceive ſo of a Sacrament, even as 4 
ET” 3-7 | means 
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means fitted by God, and Chriſt ta 


produce thoſe effets, which are attri- 
buted to it; ſo, by thus Rating it, 


a way 1s opened to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the Efficacy of a Sacrament , 


| and of the Receiver's faith, and ac- 


cordingly to affign each its proper 
intereſt in the procuring of thoſe 
Graces, whuch are attributed to it. 
For by this means we ſhall make a 
Sacrament, with that blefling of God, 
which attends it, to be the ſole con- 
terrer, and afſurer of thoſe Graces, 
which 1s. but agreeable to it as an 
inſtrument in the hand of God; And 
= Jun of the party receiving on- 
t 
ale; which 1s as agreeable to that 
hand of man. Foras, ifa Sacrament 
be a means fitted by God for the 
forementioned purpoſes, the confer- 
ring, and aſſuring of thoſe Graces 
will belong toit, and that bleſſing of 
God, which doth accompany it ; {o 
nothing therefore will remain to tle 
faith ot the party receiving, but to 
receive, and apply what the other 
doth ſo conferr, and aflure. I fay, 
ſecondly, that as by this means a due 


e receiver, and applier of the 


$7 
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uit. Exam. 
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diftinttion will be made between the 
efficacy of a Sacrament, and that of 
the receiver's faith ; ſo a way will be 
opened in like manner ( without de- 
tracting, in the leaſt, from the effica- 
cy of a Sacrament) to return an an- 
{wer to what is advanc'd, on the one 
hand, for the opns operatum of all Sas 
craments., and, on the other, for 
making the elements of the Exucha- 
riff to be that very Body, and Blood 
of Chriſt, which it was intended to 
convey. For whereas it is pretended(>), 
1n the behalf of the former, and accor- 
dingly alledged as a proof of it,that the 
efficacy of a Sacrament depends up- 
on the inſtitution of God, and not 
upon the dignity of him, that admi- 
miſters4t, or the faith of the receiver ; 
I anſwer, that that is indeed true , 
and agreeable enouzh to our ſtating 
the nature of a Sacrament, but of no 
force at all to ſhew that op»s opera: 
tum, whereof they ipeak. For as, 
if a Sacrament be a means fitted by 
Chriſt for the conferring of his Graces, 
the conferring of thoſe Graces will 
belong wholly to it, and that bleſſing 
of God, which goes along with of 

| * 


of a Sacrament, 


ſo if it be a means rather fitted for 
the conferring of them ', than that , 
which aQually , and infallibly doth, 
any otherwiſe than as it is recerv'd, and 


-f 
% 9 , 
/ . 


appli'd, as Chriftianity admoniſheth, . 


there will 'be a like neceſſity of the 
opus operantis, even of that faith, and 
repentance , which are-requir'd in 
order to the reception of them. And 
it may not unfitly be uluſtrated by 
the natural quality of thoſe elements, 
which are by Chriſt made” uſe of for 
the Sacrament of his own Body, and 
Blood. For as of what force ſoever thoſe 
elements may be either to ſuſtain, 
or refreſh us, yet they cannot be ex- 
pected to do either, unkeſs they be re- 
eciv'd, and well digeſted; ſo how 
well fitted ſoever'by the Inſtitution 
of God the ſame elements may be 
to conferr to higher purpoſes, yet 
there 1s as little reaſon to expect they 


ſhould, unleſs they be applied” by us, 
as he, who ſo initituted them, hath 


admoniſh'd. Inlike manner, where- 
as it is pretended * from unworthy 
receivers of the Euchariſt being guil- 
ty of the Body and Blood of Chriſt , 
that therefore: thoſe elements, which 

they 


-* Eftb.Com. 
 3n locum, 
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they do ſo receive, are really that Bo. 
dy, and Blood, and accordingly are 
lly partook of ; 'That alſo is ta- 

ken away by what we have before 
faid concerning the Euchariſts being 
2 means fitted by Chriſt for the con- 
veying af them : Becauſe, if it be on- 
ly ſuch, there will be place for that 
ilt, yea though that Body, and 
lood of Chriſt be not in it, nor re- 
cciv'd by thoſe, who are partakers 
of the other; In as much as he offers 
a ſufficient affront to them, who re- 
ceives thoſe. elements unworthily , 
which were by God, and Chriſt 1n- 
tended, and fitted for the conveying 
of them. 1 may not omit to add , 
if it were only for that hint, which 
the former obſervation affords us, 
that we ſhall, by thus ftating the 
nature of a Sacrament, imprint alſo 


in the minds of mea a juſt apprehen-. 


' ſion of that guilt, whuch ariſcth from 
an unworthy reception of it For as, 
if it be fitted by Chriſt to convey, or 
aſſure the Divine Grace, it muſt make 
thoſe, that partake unworthily thereof, 
guilty afan equal affront to that Grace 

which it is 10 fitted to convey, or al+ 


lure ; 


CCA CECECCCXCQnOeÞe5cDo<u_JODaOO©AO©O@©rCQQOoOwÞOCCw_wwn_wawwa—w_Cw—————w—————_ er a a 


of a Sacrament. 
fure; ſo if it be not ſo fitted,. the 


crime will fill be the leſs, by how 


much the lefs relation it hath to that 
. Grace, which 1s pretended to be 
violated by the unworthy recep 


tion of it. In fine, by ſtating the | 


nature of a Sacrament, as is before 
deſcribd, we ſhall make our account 
thereof agree {o much the more ex- 
atly with that, which our own Ca- 


techiſm preſents us withall ; That, 


though 1t repreſent a Sacrament as a 
means of Grace, and a pledge of it, 
yet repreſenting it not as adFwally, and 
infallibly ſuch, but only as ordained 
by God to be ſo, and which accor- 
dingly, inthe event, may prove ſuch, 
or not, as it ſhall be found to be re- 
ceiv'd, and applid. | 
For the applying of all which to 
the- buſineſs, that 1s now before us, 
even the making up of that Definiti« 
ou, Which we have been hitherto 
making way to, I cannot but admo- 
niſh, that a Sacrameat referring to ſo 
many ſeveral things, and referring to 
them alſo with ſo many different re- 
lations, it -will be hard, or rather 
impoſſible to furniſh out any onede- 
EE finition 
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finition of it, which ſhall with any ex- 
aQneſs anſwer to'its ſeveral proper- 
ties. :: For conſidering a Sacrament 
with reſpect to the Divine Grace , 
and to which of all others it ſeems 
more eſpecially to relate ; ſo it may, 
and ought to be defin'd to be ſuch an 
outward, and viſible ſign thereof, as 
is moreover ordained, and fitted by 
Chriſt to be a means of conveying 
It to. us, and a pledge to aſſure us 
thereof, Conſidering it again, with 
relation to our own piety, and to which 
no doubt it was alſo intended to ad- 
miniſter ; ſo 1t will be ſuch an outward 
and viſible ſign thereof, as . is by 
Chriſt ordained, and fitted for us to 
make a declaration of it by, and an 
obligation to the continuance of it, 
Conſidering it Thirdly, with relation 
to that New Covenant, by which the 
Divine Grace, and our piety .are ty'd 
together ; ſo it will -be ſuch an out- 
ward, and viſible ſign as 1s ordained, 
and fitted by the ſame Chriſt, for 
God, [and Man to declare their con- 
ſent unto it by, and either firſt enter 
into that: Covenant by it, or to re- 
new it. - Conſidering it laſtly, with 

| reſpect 


of a Sacrament. 


reſpe& to thoſe, who are joyn'd to- 
gether in the ſame Covenant, and (6 
conneCted to Chriit, and to one ano- 
ther ; ſo it will be ſuch an outward, 
and viſible ſign, as is by Chriſt or- 
dained, and fitted for a general badge 
of their common profeſſion, and a 
means of bringing particular men in- 
to their Society, or continuing them 
in the Communion of it. Only if 
any man defire a more {imple defi- 
nition of it, and which though it 
will not anſwer to all the properties 
thereof, yet will at leaſt anſwer the 
more eſpecial ones ; 10 it may not 
inconveniently be defin'd to be ſuch 
an outward, and viſible ſign, as is or- 
dained and fitted by Chriſt to figni- 
fie, and convey, and aſſure the Di- 
vine Grace to us, and, on our part, 
to declare the, duty we owe to God, 


and Chriſt, and oblige our ſelves to 


the continual practice of it, 
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PART Ill. 


A farther Explicationof the . 
Nature of a Sacrament, with a 
reſolution of ſeveral Queſtions 
belonging thereunto, or de- 
pending more immediately 
upon it. 
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The Nature of a Sacrament brought 
again nuder conſideration ;: end. en- 
quiry accordingly made concerning 
that inward and Spiritual Grace, 
fo which it relates, the manner of 
zts relation to it, and the founda-._ 
tion of that relation. _ Thu laſs 
more particularly inſifted upon, and 
45 it was before reſold to be the 

Inſtitution 


6 


A farther Explication of the 
Inſtitution of Chriſt, /o a more 


ample account given thereupos of 


that Inſtitution of his, and of thoſe 


Commands, and Promiſes, whereof 
it doth conſiſt. Thoſe Commands 
again 'conſidered with reference to 


the ſacramental Elements, before 


they put on that relation, or after 
they are inveſted with_it. The tor- 
mer whereof are ſhewn in the gene- 
ral to enjoys the letting them a part 


- for - that purpoſe, or Conſecrating 
' them, and. enquiry thereupon made 


by whom #hey ought to be ſet 4- 
part, and whether their intention, 
or good diſpoſition be requiſite to 
give force unto it : The latter the 


 Conſecrators diſpenſing them as the 


Inſtitutor thereof . hath preſcrib'd, 


and the peoples receiving them from 


| them, with the Manner of it. Up- 
ox occaſion whereof Enquiry is maae, 
. concerning the neceſſity of Sacraments, 


and- in ' what fort, or degree they 


ought to be accounted. ſuch. A like 
- particular. account given of the Pro- 
_ miles' of the Inſtitution, which are 


(hewn in the general zo aſſure Chriſt's 
making what is done both by the 
NS Conſe- 


Natire of a Sacrament. 


a 4-45 


Divine, Graces. An application: of 

Jr. "4 he | -whole £0 Ft he Jafinct. in hand 5 

; and Enquiry accordingly made, how 
the former Commands, . ad Promi- 
ſes contribute toward. the Founding 
a Sacramental Relation, and how 
alſo ta the efficacy of the elements, 
after that Relation is produced in 
them. 


'OW though from what hath been 
ſaid it be competently evident, 
what the Natare of a Sacrament 15, 
and we- thereby at liberty to go on 
to other conſiderations concerning it ; 
Yet becauſe there are {ome things 1n 
it, which may require a farther Ex- 
- plication, and others, which depend 

more 


p . 
x jw v 


Queſtion, . 
Dow many 
parts are 
there ina - 
Sacrament? 

Antwers 
Zwo; the 
ott. ward vt- 
ſive fign , 
and ihe, tn. 
ward Dpirt- 
fital D2Ace, 


{ 


gs 7 A fr 
more ifrredirely upon the due un- 
f pu 


a) Adv. har, 
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tr. Explication of the 


derſtanding of ;£ urpoſe to go 
over the Seftaſricn of 't- again, or, 
at feaſt, over ſd much of it, as may 
require a farther Explication, or Help 
toward the — of the other. 

In the. «ono obſerve, - that as 
it ap yur $-</ by our own - Catechiſm , 
and the definition before given, that 
a Sacrament conſiſts of 'an outward , 
and viſible Sign, and an \inward Spi- 
ritual Grace-; ſo that - more-general | 
notion of it ſtands - confirntd to us 
by the ſuffrage of Irexz#s (a), though 
by him dehvered under another form : 
He repreſenting the' Euchariſt, even 
after the Invocation of God hath paſt 
upon it, as conſiſting of two things, 
to wit, an Earthly, anda Heavenly 
one. And I ſhall only add, that 
they ſeem not tobe over mindful of 
it, who make the Sign, or Earth- 
{y part of the Euchariſt to vaniſh, 
as ſoon as the thing ſignified by it , 
or the Heavenly one approacheth : 


A Sign in the common iinderftand- 


ing of it, together with that re/ati- 
092 * whereby it becomes ſo, and thoſe 


accidents, wherein it is immediatel 
founded, 


. -Natwre of « Swcrament, 


founded , . connoting the Subject of 
them- both, : and therefore not with 


; 


realon to be predicated of that Sa- 
crament, which - hath no ſuch Sub- 
- Jeff to uphold them. bY Oe 

\  - But becauſe there is otherwiſe no 
great - Controverſie concerning the 
.general notion of a Sacrament, nor 
yet fo tar, concerning that particular 
one I before gave, as to its being an 
outward, and viſible Sign of that , 
of which it is a Sacrament ; There- 
fore paſs we both from the oge, and 
"the other, to that Heavezly thing , 
to which it relates, the -2azzer of 


its relation to it, and the foundation 


of that relation. 

Now as the firft of thele hath been 
before- defin'd to be an zzward, and 
Spiritnal Grace, as that again declar'd 
to be ſuch a Grace, or tavour of God, 
as conduceth in an eſpecial manner 
to the welfare of our inward Man, or 
Spirit ; ſo I muſt now add, for the far- 
ther Explication of it, that 1t is moreo- 
ver ſuch a Grace, as conduceth ;2med:- 
ately to the welfare of it: Whether 
as. purifying the ſoul from the filth 
of fin, and introducing the contrary 
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38. 
(2) Matt. 26. 


3. 

( f ) Sum. 3. 
Part. queſt, 
69, Alt. 2, 
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affeftions, or as delivering it from - 


that guilt, which the filth of ſin had 
brought upon it. A notion, which 


ſtands contirm'd to us, not only - by 
the Doctrine of our own Catechiſm, 
but by the account the Scripture gives 


-us both of Baptiſm and the Euchariſt, 


and the confefſions of the Romaniſts 
themſelves. Witneſs for the frff, its 
declaring the izward, and Spiritual 
Grace of Baptiſm to be a death unto 
fin, and a ew birth unto Righteouf- 
neſs, as. the inward grace of the Ew 
charift to be the Body, and Blood of 
Chriff, and by which ( as it after- 
ward follows ) our Souls are //reng- 
thened, and refreſhed, as our bodies 
are by the outward elements thereof ; 


Witneſs, for the ſecond, its repreſent- 


ing Baptiſm as a thing, which ſam- 
Hifies (b), and faves (c), and both 
that (4), and the Euchariſt (e) as 
things, which tend to the remiſſion 
of Sins; Witneſs, for the zhird, their 
great Schoolman Aquizas ( f repre- 
ſenting a Sacrament as a fign of fuch 
a Sacred thing, as procures the ſaz- 
cification of us. Which is the rather 
to be noted, becauſe of the uſe it will 

ET hereafter 


oth 
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: hereafter be of toward the determin= 
ing the, Number of thoſe things, which: 


are- to be accounted of as Sacraments 
of our Religion. 


Concerning the relation a' Sacra» 


ment bears to the object of it, and 


articularly to that Grace, to which 


it eſpecially referrs, I have nothing 
to add, and ſhall not therefore bring 


it again'under conſideration. I ſhall 


ww obſerve, from - what hat th | been 
ore faid concerning it, that'1t is an 
inſtrument of Grace , . as: well” as. a 
pledge of it, that. it is a moral inftru- 
ment thereof, and not a phyſical one, 
that it is ſ#ch a moral inſtrument rhere- 
of, as 1s rather apt to convey, or 
produce it, than that which a&nally, 
and zxfallibly doth; 'The aQtual con- 
veying of that Grace depending up- 
on the due diſpoſition of the party 
receiving it, and who (as St. Paul 
Ipeaks ) if he be not rightly qualified 
for it, will rather reap Damnation 
by it, than either the Divine Graces, 
or the rewards of them. Which things 
I have this ſecond tume made mention 
of, not becauſe they were not before 


uffciently cleard, but becauſe they 


H 3} lay 


" ng 


To2 
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boy diſperſedly in my former account 
of this. #elation, and 1d would have 


been leſs uſeful toward the forming 


a diſtin&t conception of it. * _ 

- That:; which will eſpecially re- 
Juire 'our {ſecond thoughts , is the 
oundation Of that, and other the re- 


lations of a Sacratnent z The which 


as T have athirm'd zz the general to 
he the inflitutioa &f Clirlh, {> the 
farther conſideration of that Inſtity- 
tion will both kad us to a more di- 
ſtint knowledge of the nattire of 4 


wv 


cither as being 74 p47 ov that relti 
t 


Natgre of a. crame 


it either. preſcribes particular rules for, 


or remits men for therfi.to the gene- 


fal precepts of C hriſtianity, 10 Tar.as 


chey are applicable thereto. And I 


” 


ſhall only add (becauſe thoſe rules 
were before declar'd ) that,” to make 
the elements put on the telation of a 
Sacrament, there is a neceſſity of ap- 
plying that part of the Inſtitution to 
them by the execution of thoſe Com- 


- 


mands , which it enjoyns : Becauſe 
the ſetting them apart for that pur- 
poſe is, by the Inſtitution it ſelf, put 
into the hands of men.; But of what 
men, and how qualified, T have not 
as yet declar'd, and ſhall therefore 
now ſet my ſelf to enquire. 

And herein the firſt place it is eaſie 
to ſee, by what 's deliver'd in the 


general 'concerring the power of re-. 


mitting ſins, or in particular concern- 
ing the power of Baptiſm, that the Se- 
paration or Conſecration of the ele- 
ments is .the proper work of the Mt- 
niſters of the Goſpel, and ought ac- 
cordingly to .be left to them to per- 
form : Becauſe as both the one, and 
the other were by Chriſt committed 


to his Apoſtles, ſo none can there- 
_ H 4 fore 
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fore pretend to the power of either, 
but thoſe who deriv'd it from them, 
which none but the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel have. It is no leſs eaſie to 


ſee ſecondly, - that as the Separation, 


or Conſectation of the elements is the 
proper work of the Muniſters of-the 
Goſpel, even by the Inſtitution of 
Chriſt ; ſo it cannot therefore, ordi- 
narily at leaſt, be attempted without 
fin by others, becauſe a deviation from 
his Inſtitution. And thus far all ; 
who acknowledge a Miniſterial Fun- 
Qtion, are at an accord in this parti- 
cular, and the farther proſecution 
thereof no way neceſſary to be in- 
tended. I fay therefore thirdly , that | 
as the Separation, or Conſecration of 
the elements cannot, ordinarily at 
leaft, be attempted . without fin by 
other than the Miniſters of the Goſ- 


pel ; fo there is reaſon enough to 


lieve, even from thence, that pghoſc 
elements cannot ordinarily have the 
relation of a Sagrament by any others 
Confſecration, than theirs. For be- 
{ide that the Promiſe of Chriſt is not 
to be ſuppos'd to extend any farther, 
than thoſe Commands, to whuch it 1s 
| annexed, 
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annexed, are obſerv'd ; Neither can 
we think he will vouchſafe' his bene- 


diction to that ACtion, © which with- 


out any neceſlity at all varies from - 


his own Inſtitution: This being to 
_ encourage men to go againſt his own 
Inſtitution, which no wiſe Inftitu- 


tour can be ſuppos'd to give way to. 
All therefore , that can” be ſupposd 
to admit of a diſpute in this affair, is, 
whether in extraordinary Caſes (and 
where a lawful Miniſter cannot be * 
had) other Perſons may take upon -.. 
them to Conſecrate, and Adminiſter. 


it; And whether, if they do ſo, 
what they do is ſo far valid, as to 
make that, which they pretend to 
Conſecrate, and Adminiſter, to have 
the relation of a Sacrament. But as 
jt would be conſiderd whether it 
were not equally adviſable for ſuch 
Perſons to let alone altogether the 
Conſecration , and Adminiſtration 
thereof ; Becauſe Chriſt may as well 
ſupply to men the want of the Sa- 


craments themſelves, as the defects 


of thoſe, who pretend to Conſecrate, 
and Adminiſter them : As it would 
be conſidered farther, whether it 
gn were 


tavit Hooke- 
Eccl. Fol. l. 5. 
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were pet mach more adyiſable to dg 
fo, becauſe he, who omits. the: Con- 
ecration, or Adminiſtration of a Sa- 
crament, that belongs not properly to 
him, i certainly guilty of a far leſs 
error , than he who arrogates to him- 
{elf that, which doth not appear to 
appertain. unto him; fo if a Sacra- 
ment ſo Conſecrated, or Adminiſtrec 
be either lawful, or valid (as I will 
not” be very forward to deny it, con- 
{idering the Authorities (þ) it hath 
for it )- it muſt become ſo by the ei- 
ther expreſs, or tacit allowance gf 
thoſe, to whom the Adminiſtration 
of it is regularly committed. For 
the Inſtitutor of a Sacrament, and by 
whom alone it can become ſuch, has 
ving put 1ato their hands the prepaz 
ration of it, I ſeenot how any thing 
can become ſuch, which 1s not et- 
ther .mediately, or unmediately ſet 
wort by their Authority, and Mi- 

IV. 

nia from the Premiles, to 
whom the ſeparation, . or Conſecrati- 
on of the-elements doth belong, and 
ſo far therefore alſo the poofiucing of 
a ſacramental relation in them ; En- 
quire 


Nature of a Dacrament. 
quire we in the next L howthoſe 
perſons oughtto be farther qualified, 
to: enable them to make that Separa- 
tion, or Conſecration; Which I ſhall 
not ſtick to affirm to be ſimply, and 
only by keeping, as to the outward 
work, to the Inftitation of our Sa- 
yiour. For though . much more 
may be requir'd of them, yea nn- 
doubredly is, to make that A& of 
theirs available to their own welfare, 
and acceptance ; Even the intending 
what they are about, not only with a 
preſent mind, but with a found, and 
TUmIous one 21 Yet 7c the —_ 
fuppoſed to be requir'd, to make that 
AR of theirs Dailabſe toward the 
Conſecrating of thofe elements into a 
Sacrament : Partly becauſe if ſach an 
intention were requir'd in thoſe, 
that Confecrate, no man eould have 
any tolerable aſſurance of 'his receiving 
a valid Sacrament, becauſe having 
no ſach aſſurance of their intention ; 
And partly, becanſe that AQt of theirs 
is a Miaifterial 4, and muſt not 
therefore depend for its force, upon 
the perſonal intentions or qualifications 
of thoſe, that exerciſe it, but _ 
WR | that 
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to do. 
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that Authority, from which it pro- 
_ ceeds,' and upon its ſerving the erds, 

and ztentions of thoſe principal A- 

gents , to which it 1s appointed to 
Which ends, and intenti- 
ons it, it can ſerve in this affair by 
an outward conformity to the rules 
of Chriſt's Inſtitution, nothing more 
can be ſuppos'd to be requir'd either 
of it, or thoſe, that exerciſe it, to 
give; it, that force, whereof we ſpeak. 
That therefore would in the next 
place be enquir'd into, which ac- 
cordingly 1 will now ſet my {elf 


For the. 


firſt to know, that as of 
old the Prieſts under the 
Law were ordained * by 
God for men in things per- 
fairing. to God, partly to 
offer up to him, in their 
names, Gifts, and Sacrifi 


'* ves for fin, and partly to 


convey from God: to them 


frets, and :cnefits; ſo we are, in 
tke manner, to conceive of the Prieſts 
under the Goſpel, as being not only 


the Miniſters of God, and Chriſt, 


but 


clearing whereof we are 
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but appointed too, on the one hand, 
to diſpenſe - their -»»y/teries (k), - and (4) 1 Cor.4. 
graces to the Church, and, on the other * 
hand, to offer upthe Churches Prayers, 
and Services to them./- From whence 
as it will follow, that thoſe principal 
Agents,- to which they miniſter, - are 
God , 'and Chriff, on the one hand, 
and Chrifts Church, and People un- 
der the other ; ſo that rhe end of the 
former 1s to convey, by their means, 
their own graces, and bleſſings, of 
the /atter to offer up thoſe Prayers, 
and other Services, which are: due 
from the Church to them. Thoſe _ 
therefore being the Prizcipal Agents,to 
which the Evangelical Prieſthood mi- | ( 
miſters, and thoſe their reſpective ends, 
and intentions ; the next thing to be 
enquir'd into is, which of thoſe Priz- 
_ cipal Agents 1t 1s, to which the Evan- 
gelical Prieſthood miniſters in thoſe 
acts which reſpect the Conſecration 
of a Sacrament. Which T ſhall not 
ſtick to affirm, from what was before 
ſaid concerning thoſe Atts, to. be the 
Church , and People of God. For 
that, which the Miniſter doth toward 
the Conſecration of a Sacrament, be- 
inZ 
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ing principally, at leaſt, the offerin 

_ FE Prayers and Praiſes, he —_— 
confequently ( hecauſe thoſe are the 
duties of the Church to God, and 
Chriſt) be thought to nuniſter to the 
\Churchin them, and ſo have that for his 
Principal Agent. From whenceas it will 
follow third ly, .that the end to which 
he is to ſerve, is the offering up, in 
the behalf of the Church, ſuch Prayers, 
and Praiſes, as are by the Inſtitution 
of Chriſt impos'd upon it (becauſe 
that is the end of the Church 'in all 
fuch Adminiſtrations); fo he ſhall 
ſufficiently ſerve that end, who ſhall 
only rehearſe ſuch Prayers and Praiſes, 
whereever, or whatſoever his inten- 
tion be: Becauſe the Church may 
as well ofter up its Prayers, and Prai- 
ſes by the voice of him, that wntends 
them not, as by the voice of him, 
that doth. And I have been the more 
particular in the Explication of this 
afair, partly to make it farther evi- 
dent, that the validity of a Sacrament 
depends not upon the intention of the 
Miniſter , but much more to ſhew 
from thence, that thoſe acts, which 


are, done by him toward the Conſe- 
| cration 
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cration of rhe Sacramental'elements,do 
not, by the either abſence, or per- 
verſenefs of his: intention, ceaſe to be 
religious, and fo incapable; of indu- 
eing God to conſider: of chown, or give 
force unto 'them : ; Becauſe-as thoſe 
Acts are rather the Churches, than 
his (the Minifter being m this affair 


but the Inſtrument thereof.) to his 


want of Intention, and Devocion, may 
be abundanthyſupply'd by the others, 
" and thoſe Acts thereby become both 
Religious and valid. 

From that Command, which: re- 
| ſpeats the elements, before they put 
on the relation of a Sacrament, pals 
we onto that Command, which con- 
ſiders them as inveſted with it ; Which 
again we fhall find to have a double 
reference. For it may either concern 
thoſe, in ſpecial, who have ſer apart, 
or Conlecrated them, or both them 
{if they are alſo to be the' receivers 
of them ) and all others, for whole 


ſanQification ny are intended. Up-_ 
© 


on the former of theſe it etyoyns the 
diſpenſing, or beſtowing of what 
they have1o Conſecrated;as that too in 
ſuch a manner, and with f{uch ſolem- 

nit1es, 
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nities, as the Inftitutor thereof hath 


preſcrib'd. ..It enjoyns upon them far- 
ther, for: their own. ſouls health , to 


diſpenſe them with a ſutable intenti- 
on, and devotion of foul ; As with- 
out which what they do cannot other- 
wiſe be- profitable to themſelves. But 
it doth not ſo. injoyn that intention, 


and devotion, that what they diſpenſe, 


ſhall, for, the want thereof, be 1n like 
manner. unprofitable to others: Be- 
cauſe, as we already ſuppoſe the e- 
lements to have. put on the relation 
of a Sacrament, - and ſo: far therefore 
to be m acapacity to profit thoſe, to 
whom they are diſpensd ;_ ſo it is 
Chriſt, and not the Miniſter, who 
mult diſpenſe the Graces of the Sa- 


crament, and. the effect of that Sa- 


crament therefore depend, not upon 


the Miniſter's intention, and purpoſe, 


but upon the intention, and purpoſe 
of Chriſt, .-whoſe Inſtrument, and 
Miniſter he is. As will appear yet 
more clearly, when I come to conli- 
der the Promiſes of the Inſtitution , 


the ſecond thing, whereof T affirmed it 


to conſiſt, Only, as that Command 


_ of it, which Iam nowentreating of, 


doth 
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doth as well reſpe&t-thoſe; ' for whoſe 
ſanQification the Sacraments were ins | 
tended, as thoſe who are the/Conſeerss 
ters, and Diſpenſets'sf them ; fo'T 
muſt therefore admoniſh firſt of all; 
that as that part of "the Inftitution-of 
Chrift enjoyns upon' his Miniſters the 
px of =  Sactaments; -1o "it 
muſt conſequently enjoyn the receipts 
or- uſe of them by all thor m1, 
ble thereof, as without which the fore 
mer injuntion would be vain, - Ifay, 
ſecondly, that as it enjoyns upon all, 
that fre capable thereof; the receipt, or 
uſe of the Sacraments ; {d it enjoyns 
-. their receipt, of uſe of them under-the' 
relation of Sacraments, and particular-' 
ly (becauſe that is the principal relatts 
on 'of a Sacrament) as a means-ap« 
pointed by Chrift for the conveys 
ng of the Divine Graces. Which 
is {0 trueas to thoſe Sacraments, which 
are the only clear, and undoubted 
ones, and by which, if there be any 
ſuch, the other are tobe judg'd, that 
men are expreſly call'd upon to' be 
Baptiz'd (k) for the remiſſion of ſins,and (4ya6...29; 
as exprefly admoni{h'd by our Saviour _ 
to take the elements of the Eucha-' () Matr.26, 
rift (1), as that Body wo WAS yr Luk. 22. 19; 

or 


N 
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j. 
for. them,. and.as that Blood, which was 
fhed for them, and others, for the ſame. 
remiſſion ;otiins,; From whence as it 
will. follow:, +that thoſe 'Sacraments 
are of pectſſary' uſe, as which both the 


38s: and the] other injunition' oblige us 


i-believ & Jo: they are alſo [o xecef- « 
| by--vertue of the former”, - that 
they. cannot; be , negletted without ſin , 
and. by the latter, if not the former, 


that men cares hope for the graces of 
them; where thoſe Sacraments are in 


like ,. manner zepleited. + For beſide 
that -every- neglect of a Command is, 
as, luch, a fin againſt the impoſer of 
it,';and. muſt conſequently not- only 
deſpoil us: of; his favour, but expoſe 
us allo to his Wrath, and: Vengeance ; 
Belide that that negle&t muſt be yet 
more- {inful, -and dangerous, which is 
a; neglect of ſuch a Command, as is 
enjgynd for the Subjects profit-; He, 
who commands this, or that particu- 

r. for” ſuch, or ſuch an end, muſt 
hereby ' be.preſum'd to declare, that 
he: will not give it in any other way, 


. .. thanthat, which is preſcribed by him : 
-—/ Becauſe otherwiſe ' a gap - would be 
'*, open. to the Violation of his Autho- 


rity, which every wiſe Lawgiver 
CE mult 


Natire of a Sacrament; 
muſt- be ſupposd to provide againſt: 
Neither will it avail to ſay; that there 
are other 'means, beſlide Sacraments'; 
for the attaining of the Divine Graces, 

.and ſuch as God hath promis'd tore- 


ward with' the. beſtowing of them ;_ 


Of which nature are.our attendance to 
the word, 'and Prayer. | For as. it doth 
not appear, that theſe are:any whete 
repreſented as ſufficent- of themſelyes 
for that purpoſe , . and':therefore: the 
Divine- Graces not to: be, expected 
by them alone ; fo they can however 
be no farther: repreſcated as ſuch, than 
as made uſe of by men out of a -due 
regard to his Authority, and wiſdom, 
by whom they are impoſed-'on them : 
Which cannot be ſuppos'd to be there, 


where any one preſcribed mean is neg-: 


tected, becauſe the fame Authority , 


and Wiſdom. will lead to the' obſer- 


vation of it. As little will 1t avail 
to ſay, that the Divine Graces have 
been ſometirge beſtow'd without them, 
and the Sacraments therefore not to 
be accounted as neceſlary to the attain- 


ing of them. For as the queſtion 1s not 
now, Whether Sacraments are ſo neceſ- 


fary, that the graces thereof can, m no 


caſe, be hop'd for without them, but 


I 2 whes« 
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whether they can be hoped for, where 
the Sacraments -are negleQted-;- fo that 
they are /o far neceſlary will need no 
other proof, than the enjoyning of Bap- 
tifin to thoſe; who may ſons if any, to 
have attaun'd the. graces thereof with- 
out it. For ſo-we find St. Peter to 
have done as to' Corxelins (m), . and 
his*company 3; - Yea though Corzelius 
had before his Preaching, receiv'd a 
Divine approbation  ' of 'his Prayers , 
and Alms, and, after thar, that gift 
of the Holy Ghoſt, for the procuring 
whereof we find Baptiſm ' to have 
been eſpecially (z) - ordain'd. For 
well may we look upon: that Sacra- 
ment as ſo far neceſſary to: obtain the 
Divine Graces, the uſe whereof was 
commanded even to thoſe men, ' who 
had in a great meaſure before 
attaind them. 'The only thing, 
that ſeems to me-to admit of an 

doubt, is whether Sacraments be 1o 
far neceſlary, that the Divine Graces 
cannot be had without them , or at 
lealt cannot with any aſſurance be ex- 
pected by us. But as the ſingle ex- 
ample \of the Thief upon the Croſs 


(to fay nothing now of that of Cor- 


nelias) may ſuffice to perſwade, that 
| no 


” 
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no Sacrament 1s {o neceſſary, but:that 
the. Graces, thereof.may be. had with- 
our it;; As the benignity of the. Di- 
vine nature , and. thoſe Grages God 


hath made thoſe Sacraments,; wherc- 
k,. the. ftanding means of 
obtaining them. . LI will conclude what 


and the Lord's Supper, and will here- 


after be ſo largely inſifted on, that I 
| -E 3 {ſhall 


'T1S 


I fa rther- Explication of the | 
ſhall: chonzit iny* FF" with the bare 
mention ofit. .AllthatT at preſent aini 
at,. iS to give bon accotnt of what 


it enjoyns, and which having now in 
[65s medture Jane; T ſhall procectÞ't 

confider of 'whar it broiniſeth; "obhich i 
the ccinditiing whereof TaFirmed the 
Inſtitution of a Sacrament toconſift. 
© "For the clearing whereof weare firſt 


Kknowledg'd to'have been ; ' Yet will 
it” fot be difficult for us to evince the 
being of ſuch Promiſes, nor," after . 
that,” to ſhew what things it ' makes a 
promiſe of. For fuppoſing, as we now 


may ( becauſe T have heretofore evin- 


<& it) that the Inftitution"of Chriſt 
ehj6yts the Admiliiftration, and uſe of 
the Gacrarkinis for thi bringing: about 
thoſe gracious pjrpoſes, which” they 
have no natural-aprnefs to produce, and 
we muſt WH fide it -t6 thaks a 


Q 
_ 


promiſe of Chriſt's making. them effe- 
cual ' for thoſe purpoſes, * for' which 
they were {o*enjoyned by him, ' Be- 
cauſe otherwiſe thoſe Commands of 
his would give hope' of fuch things, 
as were not -likely+to accrue by- the 
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obſervation 'of them, and” ſo! ( which 
is not to: be. ſuppos'd: of .the Come + 
mandsof Chrift ); prove deluſory ones- 
| Only as.he ,- who inſtituted: thoſe Saz 
cramoents'for.-our benefit, cannot well 
be: thought ro ;omit any 'thing;; which 
may encourage our expeQtation of it 3 
{o we- fad both :him;- and: his Apo» 
ſtles ſometime to make expreſs "pro- 
miſes of thoſe : things; - which the Sa- 
craments : were intended. to-.'convey: 
Far- thus;after.our Saviour: had com- 
manded: the Adminiſtration of the Sa- 
crament of'\Baptiſm-'ito / all , © whom 
they could:difpoſe-to the: reception of 
it, the-more to encourage them to in-: 
tend the idoing of it, he makes a pro- 
miſe. of -being1(o)> with” them in it; (,) mar, 28,2 
arid; conſequently that itheir miniſtry,” 19, 20 
at. leaſt, ſhould :not fail of its :intend- 
ed effec inthe Conſecration, : and Ad-' 
mitnjiſtration' of-it- | In like "manner, 
after ; St, Peter. had call'd..upon thoſe 
to be Baptiz'd, . whom-God had' ſtir-- 
red up'by. his: precedent. Preaching , - 
to enquire after the means of Salya- 
tion ; He doth not only 'infinuate their” 
abtaining remiſſian of ſins by it; by cal- 
ling upbn them ,to be Baptiz'd inor- | 
NY I 4 der / 
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det to.it, butiaffurethemalſoin expreſs 
- terms (), {wliich- he could not: have 
_ done without-a promiſe .from-Chritt, 
that, if th&y.were: ſo Baptiz'd , they 
m_ recave the gift o of the Holy Ghoſt, 
It ;appearing: »the 'Premites , 

that the Jnſticqtion: of Chrift.is not 
without: its::promiles, and [ſuch too , 
as are Jametime: delivertd:-un expreſs 
terms ; Enquire: we: in the next place 
what thole promifes are;- or rather 
what things; they. make. a promiſe "of, 
Which, in the: general.,- wlll: befound 
to be, Chrilt” -making wat is: done 
both by Miniſter, :and-People--in 0- 
bedience to. his. Commands:t09be a- 
Vailable to: thoſe ends; Forwhach they: 
were emayinds: For jneither other 
wiſe could liechave. fhid;:chaphe wo td: 
be with -the former-in {thoſe As of: 
theirs, and:much._ leſs” could St; Peter 
have:affurditothe latter.the receiving 
of thoſe. Graces, - which-Biptiſm was: 
intended 'td>conwey: :* Bur fromthence 
it will follow-more particutatly; thats 
the Inſtitution-of Chriſt 'makesa pro-' 
miſe tothe: :Minifter, that he will con- 
vert that:into :a: Sacrament; which is 
by him fet- pare: tobe fo, :and mm 

the 
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the party , that is to receive it , is 

_ duly qualified- for it , accompany his 
Diſpenſation of | it. with the Diſpen= 

fation of the Divine Graces 5 To ſuch 

of the People again, as 'receive the 

Sacrament as - they ought , that 

they ſhall receive together with 1t , 

thoſe Graces which it was intended 

to convey ; Thoſe being the ends, for 

which the former Acts were-enjoyn'd, 

and the Promiſe of Chriſt therefore 

{ppoſed to aflure, that, if: thoſe As 

be perforny'd , they ſhall become a- 

vailable for them. -TIt will follow laft- 

ly,- that, as there is a promiſe 'of the % 

things before remembred, anfwerably {3 

tothe ſeveral As, which the Com- 

manding part of the Inſtitution en- 

joyns; 1o thar Promiſe being the- Pro- 

miſe-of- him, who hath powerenough 

to-accompliſh it, and is of too. much. . 

fidelity, and truth not to fulfill, what 

he-may, it is as little to be doubted , 

but what he hath ſo mp he will 

not fail to accompliſh, as often as 

what heenjoyns is perform'd. Which 

laſt particular- T have the rather re- 

mark'd, becauſe .as the Commands of 


the Inſtitution cannot make way 
£2: 


A farther Explication of the 


for the bleſſings of a Sacrament, till 
they come to be fulfill'd by thoſe, on 
whom they are imposd ; ſo neither 
can the promiſes thereof help us to 
them, till .they come to'be executed, 
and appli'd by him, whoſe thoſe Pro- 
miſes are :- A Premiſe, { becauſe im- 
porting only a will to conferr a favour) 
requiring the reducing of- that will 
to AR, in order tg the .availableneſ; 
thereof. Een 
. : Ariaceount, being thus given of 
that - J»ſtitution of Chriſt , which I 
haye-faid. to be the foundation of the 
relation of a Sacrament , it will ,not 
be difficult to ſhew -4ieft, how zhat , 
and exch part thereof contribute to the, 
founding-of it, For as that Inſtitu-. 
tion of. Chriſt may be conſider'd un»: 
der a:;double notion, to wit either as 
ſimply. ſuch, or as executed, and appli'd ; 
ſo the Inſtitution of Chriſt, in the 
former notion of it, is the more 7e- 
mote foundation of it; in the /atter 
the more ear, . and immediate, For 
it being by vertue of Chriſt's Com- 
mand, as fach that the elements come” 
to be ſet apart by men for the pur- 
poſe of a Sacrament, and by yen 
Ot 
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of his own Promiſe, that he himſelf 
gives them the relation of one; That 
Inſtitution , ' which is made up: of 
them, muſt, as ſuch, be thought a 
remote foundation of 'it , becauſe the 
foundation ' of ' thoſe AQts, which 
are done by men, and Chriſt toward 
the producing of it. - Again,” it being 
more-jmmeditely by what is done by 
Ten, that the elements come to be ſo 
_ ſet apart, and::by what 1s done, - on 
the other © fide by Chriſt, that they 
coimne to have the relation of' a Sacra- 
ment, the more zear, and . immediate 
foundation of it muſt be the fame In- 
ſtitution nob confider'd as ſuch, but as 
executed ,' andapplid by thoſe,” to 
whom it appertains. From - whence 
as it: will follow, that the Inſtitution 
of Chriſt, and the ſeveral parts there- 
of contribute to the founding of this re- 
lation'by that obedience, 'which is paid 
to its' commands, and by that comple- 
tion,” which 's given to its promiles , 
becauſe it is by: thoſe means that they 
are executed, - and applid; ſo nothing 
more therefore can be requird'toward 
the clearing of it, than. to ſhew at 

once what thoſe Commands and Pro- 
OR” ORE | Ref 
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miſes: import, becauſe that will letys 
know what obedience-is due tothe 


one. and what - completion, or fulfil- 


ling toc the gather... 1 

, Of the Commazals of the: Inſtitution I 
have already fuffictently entreated, and 
ſhall therefore need oply. briefly to reca- 
pitulate, what I. have fazd concerning 
them, Which, ſofar, as concerns our 
preſent purpoſe, may be done by lay- 
ing, that they enjoyn'.in the gezeral 
the - Minifters ſetting apart the ele 
ments in order- 'to their becoming. a 
Sacrament, more per#icwarly PL UN> 
ploring the blefling of God, and Chriſt 
upon' them, . or (as:the Church hath 
usd to expreſs 'it ) :;the /antification 
of them. Which-Commands, as they 
tend rather to, prepare the elements to 
be a Sagrament, than to; produce: that 
relation in them (-for he, who. begs 
of another the doing of this, or that 
particular , ſhews - the doing of that 
thing not to' belong unto himſelf ). fo 
will make the Miniſter's compliance 
with, and execution of. them to contri- 
bute-no' farther to the founding of that 
relation, than as that is, by the Inſtt- 
tution of Chriſt, -to' make _ for 
OINC 
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fome other Att, or Ads, whereby + 
that relation 1s: to. be produc'd, 
- From the Commands of the -Inſti- 
tution therefore, - and that obedience 
which is dueto them, paſs we to the 
Promiſes thereof, and of which alſo L 
| have before given ao contemptible ac- 
count, For which: cauſe I {hall only 
obſerve. here , that there is, amon 
thoſe Promiles, a Promiſe from Chrift 
to the Miniſter, that he will hewith 
him in his miniſtration, and therefore 
alſo make what he doth, available for 
thoſe ends, for which it was enjoyn'd ; 
That he will conſequently { becauſe 
that .is the end of his miniſtration in 
the Conſecration of a Sacrament) make 
thoſe elements to be a Sacrament, which 
were by the Miniſter ſet apart to be 
ſo; But by what way, and means, as 
L have not. as yet taken upon me to 
ſhew, ſo I know not.whether I ought 
to be over * m—_ in defining. TI ſhall 
_ only repreſent as a thing, which ſeems 
moſt probable to me, That as, God 
ſanitifies our ordinary repait by his 
own word (g), even by that word of (4) : Tim: 4: 
command, by which he wade the crea- 5: 
- tures to be (7) at firſt, and by which (+) Gen, x. 3, 


he EC 
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he doth as yet uphold (/{) them, {6 
when the elements of a Sacrament are 
before -prepar'd- by Prayer, and ſuch 
other means as Chriſt himſelf hath 
preſcribd, the ſame - God, or rather 
Chrif, by his appointment, paſleth his 
word of power upon them, and there: 
by commands them', not to become 
actually -the conveyers of his Grace 
{for that requires another word of 

wer, of father his accompanying the 


Diſpenſation of them with the Diſpen- 


ſation of his Grace) but to be in a 


_ readineſs to be ſo. By which means 


( as was before ſaid ) they are fitted 
for that gracious purpoſe, and accor- 
dingly, if they prove not effeCQtual for 
it, it 1s not, becauſe they were not 


' before : ordained and fitted for it, but 


becauſe the perſons, to whor thoſe 
Sacramental elements are diſpens'd , 
being not duly. prepar'd for ſuch a 
favour, He, who commanded the Sa- 
cramental elements to be in a readineſs 
for it, doth not make uſe of them. for 
it, nor accompany the Diſpenſation of 
them with the Diſpenſation of his 
Grace. 'This I take to be that A, 


whereby the Inſtitutor of the Chriſti- 
an 
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an Sacraments produceth in the ele- 
ments - thereof that Sacramental rela- 
tion, whereof we ſpeak ; But as what- 
ever the. Aft; be, by which that rela- 
tion is produc'd, moſt certain it is that 
it cannot- be any. AE of man, fo it is 
evident from thence, and. from- the 
promiſes of the Inſtitution, that it 
muſt be ſome 4& of Chrif in purſu- 
ance of them, and which whilſt he 
doth {ſo fulfill, he gives birth to that 
Sacramental relation, which the AQ, 
or AQts of the Miniſter did only make 
way for, as that too by the- ſole force 
of Chrift's Commands. Ss 

The elements being thus inveſted 
- with the relation of 4 Sacrament, and 
ſo fitted, iz particular, to convey the 
' Divine Graces ; It remains: that the 
Miniſter diſpenſe them to Gods Peo- 
ple in that way and manner, which 


he hath preſcrib'd, and that they ac-_ 


cordingly receive them with thoſe 
qualifications, which are by the ſame 
Chriſt required of them. As without 
the former whereof there can be- no 
hope of the Miniſters approving him- 
{ſelf unto Chriſt, nor can the. people, 
without both, expect to reap that benefit 


by 
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by them, which they were ſo fitted co 
convey. For the validity, and effica- 
cy of Sacraments depending upon the 
good will of him, that inſtituted them, 
and not upon _ vertue of their own, 


or the power of him that conſecrates 
them, neither can. men expett any be- 
nefit thereby, where there is not a due 
compliance with his Laws, by whom 
they were {o inſtituted, - and ordain, 
But as if thoſe Laws be complid with, 
there can be no doubt of a happy if- 
fue, conſidering the Promiſes of Chriſt 
to the due Adminiſtration, and Re- 


ception of them; ſothat is enough to 


ſhew the efficacy thereof, where they 
are ſo admiiſtred, and receiv'd : 
There being no doubt of the efficacy 
of thoſe things, which have the: Pro- 
miſes of Chriſt to aſſure them, becauſe 
no doubt at all of his fulfilling thoſe 
Promiſes, and fo giving efficacy to the 
other. And TI ſhall only add, that as 
what is done by the Miniſter toward 
the producing of a Sacramental relati- 
on, doth rather make way for it, than 
aQually produce it ; (this being the 
proper work'of the Inftitutor of a Sa- 


 crament in purſuance of his own Pro- 


miles : ) 


————— 


; 
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' miſes :) So the like is to be ſaid, as 
to the efficacy of the elements, after 
that relation ' 1s produced in them. 
For ' though that; elements become 
not effeCtual for the ends, for which 
they were appointed, unleſs they be 
both diſpenſed, and received as they 
ought ; yet doth that diſpenſation , 
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and reception rather make way for, 


than give them their reſpe&ive effi- 
Cacy ; It being God (z), or rather 
_ Chriſt, by his appointment {and not 
either the Miniiter, or our ſelves ) 
which ſawveth us by the waſhing of re- 
generation, and the renewing of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, and the ſame Chriſt (z) , 
who ſanitifieth, and cleanſeth his 
Church, by the waſhing of water through 
the word, Winch will conſequently 
oblige us to look upon God, and 
Chriſt as the Authors of the efficacy 
of Sacraments, as well as of the Sa- 
craments themſelves, and according- 
ly depend upon them for it, and re- 
turn them thanks, when we have ob- 
tained it. 


K ParT 
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Of. the. Javiſh Satraiherit ts, 


and the. Nunber of * the Chri- 
ftian, - 
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The Dottrine. of the Sacraments drawn 

 downto particulars, and enquiry firſt 
made concerning the Jew1ilh Sacra- 
ments.,. axd then concerning the 
C hriſtiah:; ores. As tothe tormer 
whereof ts (bewn firſt, that there were 
indeed ſuch Sacraments among them, 
and evidence ' made thereof, from © 
their enjoying the ſame ſaving Gra- 
ces, which our Sacraments pretend 
fo convey, from their being furni-. 
ſhed alike with external ſymbols to 
convey them, and thee ſymbols 


Ez 


oe EE an 


Of the Jeoiſh Sacraments: 


4 God, and Chriſt s inſtitution 
eco ondly, that thoſe Sacraments of 
theirs were either the extraordinary 


- ones they had in their -paſſage from 


Agypt to Canaan, as $, 5K Bap- 
tiſm . 7x. the, C bud , and in the 


Sea, "dud the Euchari off Manna, 


_ the water of f the Rock, or the 
1nary ones of ONUS ON, and 
hirdly, Thar, hough 
they 1 were of the re ame general Na 
ture with the Chriſtian, yet they 
differ 'd from them , both as to the 


manner of their repreſenting the 


Divine Graces, which was not ſo 
clear, and as to the meaſure of con- 
wveyance of them ,. which was not ſo 
full, as zz the Chriſtian Sacraments. 
T boſe Chriſtian Sacraments, in the 
next place, brought under conſidera- 
tion, and evidence made of Baptiſm, 
andl the Lord's Supper being the on- 
ly true, a» proper ozes, or of ge- 
neral neceſſity 7o Salvation. - 


| HE Nature of a Sacrament 
l being thus explain'd, and a 
reſolution given of ſuch queſt;ons, as 


belong to It, or depend more #mmedi- 
ately 


of the Jewiſh @acraments. 
ately on it ;, It will be but: time for 
us to deſcend to Pariiewlar ones, whe- 
ther they be fuch , as preceded Chri- 
flianity, and have the name of Few- 
ib, or ſuch as were enjoyn'd by 3t, 
and may therefore more . properly be 
termed Chriſtian. This only would 
be premis'd concerning the former 
Sacraments, that as wemake them to 
have their birth before” Chriftianity, 
lo we muſt therefore '\appafe. them 
not to have had the !Auttior of it 
for their i mediate Inſtitutor , ov, at 
leaſt, not as God-Maz, which is the 
notion', wherein Chriftianity confi- 
' ders him: He, to whom. we give 
the title of Chriſt, becoming not God- 
Man, till long after the Inſtitution 
of thoſe Sacraments, and when in- 
deed they were to be aboliſhed. 
Which will conſequently oblige us to 
conſider thoſe Sacraments (if there 
were any ſuch ) rather as to thoſe 
purpoſes, for which we have affirm'd 
all Sacraments to have been ordain'd, 
| than as to the immediate ordainer 
of them; Or, if alſo as to the imme- 
diate ordainer of them, yet not in 
. the ſame capacity, wherein Chriſti- 
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the Creed, in 
- the words, 
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. Of: rh enſecDSacraments. 


_ anity; conſiders. him, - but; only. as ap- 


pointed: by.God- to be :{p, ;when the 
time ofhis-Manzfeſtation ſhould appear. 
-:. Now there . are three, things to be 
enquir'd;: inte as concerning zhoſe 
Sacraments, :which are to be the ſub- 
ject. ot i our-:preſent conſideration ; 
Firſt, Whether, there were any. ſuch 
among the Jews, Secondly, What thoſe 
Sacraments} were, Thirdly, . Wherein 
they differedifrom ours. _ _ 

[. -"That.thete were ſuch things, 
as Sacraments: among the Jews, will 
appear if theſe- 7hree ' things be confi- 
derd ; Firſt ,;that- the /azze Graces, 
which. Sacraments. profels to; convey, | 


. -prevaild among them, .as well as us, 


:Secondly:, That they. had external 
-figns ,, or |ſymbpls.: to convey: thoſe 
. Graces: to them , Thirdly, that thoſe 


external ſigns, . or {ſymbols were {i 


tuted by God, and Chriſt. 


- - Of: the jr of theſe I have given 


an account elſewhere *, and- ſhall 
therefore referr my Reader,:thither , 


for his farther ſatisfaction. - All I ſhall 


obſerve trom thence 1s, . that they par- 
took of Chriſt, as well as we, and muſt 
therefore be ſupposd to have pg raken 

0! 
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of his Graces , which are the Graces all 
Sacraments were intended to convey. 
But neither will there be leſs evi- 
dence concerning their being furniſh'd 
with certain external ſigns, to Con- 
vey from God to them the foremen- 
tiond graces. For St. Paul Þ, where + 1 Cor. 16; 
he affirms the Jews to have partaken » ©* 
of Chriſt, and his Graces, affirming 
in like manner that they did it, as by 
a Baptiſm on the one hand, ſo by 
eating, and drinking on the Other, mult 
conſequently be ſuppoſed to affirm, 
that they did it by the means'of ſuch 
{ymbols, as our Sacraments are,. and 
therefore alſo, that they were notun- 
furniſhed ' with them. Otherwiſe 
there could have .been- no place for 
giving the former means * the name 
of Baptiſm, and much leſs for expreſ- 
fing the /atter by the terms of eat- 
ins, and drinking, or that drinking 
again by drinking of that Rock, which 
ollowed them. For as the foregoing 
mention of Baptiſm, which was one 
of the Chriſtian Sacraments , could 
not but incline the Corinthians to ins, 
terpret what followed concerning the 
Jews eating, and drinking, of a Sa- 
| K 4 cramental 
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+ Numb, 20, 


(a) 1 Cor. 10. 


cramental one, eſpecially, when it is 
alſo affirm'd that they partook of 
Chriſt by it ; ſo much more, when they 
ſaw the Apoſtle expreſſing that drink- - 
ing by drinking of that Rock, that fol- 
lowed/them, or rather of the Water, that 
flowed from it. For that being ma- 
niteſtly an alluſion to the Water, that 
flowed out of that Rock which was 
ſometime ſmitten + by Moſes, and 
by the drinking whereof the Jews 
were a long time ſuſtained ; Neither 
could the Corinthians look upon that 
Rock, . to which he alluded, as other 
than a figare of Chriſt; Nor therefore 
( conſidering their own Sacraments, as 
ſuch, which did alſo convey what ai 
were figures of ) as other, than Tuc 

a figure of Chriſt , as convey to 
the believing Jews Chriſt's graces, and 
benefits, whichare the /piritual waters, 
that flow from him. Two things on- 
ly there are, that may 1cem to pre- 
judice this notion, and which there- 
fore it may not be amiſs to conlt- 
der; Firſt, That the former Baptiſm 
is . affirmed by St. Pau! himſelt (a). 
ro have been a Baptiſm into Moſes , 
and not into Chriſt, and his Graces ; 
OE | Secondly, 
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Secondly , That what is affirm'd to 
have' been to the Jews ſpiritual meat, 
and drink, was allo ea conſtant 
temporal one, and which therefore if 


we affirm to have been a Sacrament 


of Chriſt's graces, and - benefits, muſt 
have made that Sacrament to have 
been as ordinary , as their Meals: 
Which how the Jews ſhould be al- 
ways in a diſpoſition for, is not eaſie 
to imagine, and therefore as difficult 
to believe the Inſtitution of, As 
touching the former of theſe, even 
that Baptiſmr's being ſtikd a Baptiſm 
into Moſes , it would not be eafte to 
ive an account, were it not that the 
erſes, which follow, perſwade the 
defign of the Apoſtle to have been 
to ſhew the Jews to have enjoyed the 
ſame Chriſtian Graces with our 
ſelves : Becauſe ' the Baptizing into 
Moſes ſeems moſt naturally to denote 
the baptizing into his Religion, as 
that may ſeem to have been diftin- 
guiſh'd from, and opposd to that of 
Chriſt; For ſo we know the Occc- 
nomy of Moſes is generally taken by 
the Scriptures (5), and ought there- 
fore, if there were nothing to hinder 
| it, 
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(5) Joh.r, 19. 


(c) Matti. 21. 
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it, to be alike interpreted here. But 
as the ſame is not to be ſaid, where 
the deſign of the Apoſtle is to ſhew, 
that the Jews partook with us of 
the ſame Graces, and Benefits ; So 
nothing therefore can hinder our af- 
fixing a like ſenſe to the former Bap- 
tiſm, if we can give a tolerable ac- 


count of its being ſaid to be a Bap- | 


tiſm into Moſes. Which may bedone 
by repreſenting it as a Baptiſm into 
that Oeconomy of our Redemption, 
which prevailed #zder Moſes, and of 
which he was the Miniſter of God 
unto the people, as well as of the 
Law. For thus the Baptiſm, which 
Johz adminiſtred, is repreſented as (c) 
his Baptiſm, even when it is intima- 
ted by our Saviour to have been a 
Baptiſm from Heaven , and ſo more 
the Baptiſm of zhat, than of the 0- 
ther. If therefore there le any juſt 
exception againſt the being of theſe 
Jewiſh Sacraments, it muſt be upon 
the account of their ſuppoſed Eucha- 
7i/t's being alſo their conſtant temporat 
food, and which it 1s not eaſie to 1ma- 
gin they ſhould be always in a diſpo- 
{tion for, or therefore believe it was 
ever 
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ever intended by God as ſuch. But 
as: it appears. from' the A#s of the 
Apoſtles (a),; that our Euchariſt was 
almoſt of the ſame ordinary uſage at 
the firit, which may. take off in ſome 
meaſure from the force of that Ob- 
jection ; So nothing hinders us from 
believing,.'that:;that. Meat, and Drink 
.of the Jews being delignd for a tem- 
.poral, as well as a Spiritual refreſh- 
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(4) Aft. 2.46. 


'ment, it might , be ſometime, yea, 


for the moſt part, appointed only for 
the former ( to wit, when the 1ati(- 


Fying of their bodily neceſſities call'd - 


for their regard) but at other times, 
though leſs frequently , appointed , 
.and uſed for the latter, and accor- 


dingly accompanied with ſuch Pray-_ 


ers, and ' Praiſes, . as were proper for 
that conſideration of it, and. receiv'd 
with alike religious preparations, and 
diſpoſitions. For even the elements 
.of our Euchariſt, though appointed 
.by Chriſt as the. Sacrament of his 
Body, and Blood, yet are not always 
usd as ſuch ; But only, when they 
are by God's Prieſts ſet apart for that 
purpoſe, and. his ſpiritual Bexedi77on, 
and Grage invoked'on them. _ 
WI 
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I will conclude what I have to ſay 
concerning the being of the for- 
mer Sacraments, when: T have added 
thereto their being ordained by God, 
and Chriſt, for the gracious purpoſes 
before remembred. Of the former 
whereof as we cannot reaſonably 
doubt, becauſe nothing leſs than a 
Drxvine Inſtitution couſd- make them 
the conveyers of Chriſt's Graces ; ſo as 
little of the /arter, if we conſider what 
hath o_—_ elſewhere (e) ſaid _— 
ing Chrift's governing even then, ar 
the A Aon he the Corinthi- 
«vs, immediately after (f'), not to 


tempt Chriſt, as the Iſrachites did, and 


were deftroy'd by Serpents for it. For 


'as it is not to be imagin'd, how the 


Iſraelites could tempt Chriſt, unleſs 
they had been even then under his 
conduGt ; So if Chriff had the con- 
duQ of them, there 1s as little doubt 
of his being the Inftitutor of their 


Sacraments, becauſe that was a conlt- 


derable part of it. 

HI. There being therefore nodoubt 
of the Being of Sacraments among the 
Jews, which was the firſt thing we 
propoſed to confider ; Enquire we = 

the 
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the next place, what thoſe their Sa- 
crarments. were, and which we. ſhall 
find to. be <ither Extraordinary , 
or Ordinary. Extraordinary thoſe 
which were juſt before recited, even 
their being baptized in the Cloud, 
and in the Sea, and their partaking of 
Manna, and of the Water of the 
Rock ; Manns being no- doubt the 
fpiritual meat ' St. Pay! ſpeaks of, 
both becauſe their only repalt, and the 
bread (8), that came down from Hea- 
ven; As the water of the Rock their 
ſpiritual Drink, and ſo yet more plain- 
ly declared by him. AndI have the ra- 
ther given to them the name of Extra- 
erdinary Sacratnents , becauſe as they 
had them only , during their paſſage 
through the Wilderneſs ; 10 they had 
' them too, when their ordinary Sacra- 
ments ceaſed, which is the proper ſeaſon 
for extraordinary ones. As will ap- 


pear if we can ſhew ( what I ſhall by 


and by endeavour) that Circumciſion, 
and the Paſsover were their ordinary 
ones; It being certain from the Book 
of Joſhua (h), that, from the time of the 
. Iſraelites going out of Afgypr, till their 


coming to Gzlgal, none of the Iſrae- 


lites 


I41 


(g ) Exod. 1 $, 
4» 


(hb) Joſh, go Go 
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lites were Grcumciſed, and as certain 
too from the ' ſame Place (2), thar 
they had not till then any Paſsover ; 
That, as it is the firſt time wherein 
the obſervation of it 15 mention'd af- 
ter their coming out of Agypr, fo 
being the firſt time alſo , wherein 
they were in a capacity to obſerve 
it, becauſe not till .then furniſhed, 
or at leaſt not ordinarily , with. 
that earthly Bread , wherewith their 
Paſsover . was required to be ob- 
ſery'd. _ | "FS r CY. 1 

From thoſe their Extraordinary Sa 
craments therefore paſs we to their 
Ordinary ones, and which as I have 
already intimated to be C:rcumciſion ,: 
and the Paſsover, {o T muſt now ma- 
nifeſt to be ſo, but it muſt be by other 
Arguments, than are commonly al- 
ledged for it. For as for what is al- 
ledged from St. Pan/s repreſenting 
the Circumciſion of Abraham "(k) asa 
Seal of that righteouſneſs, which he 
had beins yet uncircumciſed, it {cems 
to me to make nothing at all for it ; 
Becauſe (as was before (/ ) ſhewn ) 
rather intended to denote God's ap- 
probation of his particular Righteoul- 
nels, 


. 
1 #F 
_ 
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neſs, than any declaration of the na- 
ture of the thing it ſelf. Burt as there- 
fore I cannot ſee, what can be argu- 
ed from thence toward proving Cir- 
cumciſion to have been a Sacrament ; 
So I ſhall chuſe rather to evince ir 
from the Inſtitution of it, as where, 
if any where, the deſign thereof is 
molt clearly ſet down. Now the firſt 
thing obſervable from thence is, that 
Circumciſion was a Sig, as our Sa- 
craments are, and /o far therefore 
of the nature of them. For zhz (faith 
God) ſhatl bealign, or token (m) of (nm) Gen. 17. 
the Covenant between me © and: you ;, © 
That isto ſay, as was before (z) ex- (#) —— 7. 
preſs'd, between God on the one hand, 
and Abraham, and his Seed on the 0- 
ther. It is alike obſervable, ſecond- 
ly, that as Circumciſion was a- ſign , 
yea a ſign of that Covenant, which 
God then propos'd between himlelf, 
and the foremention'd perſons ; So it. 
was ſuch a ſign too, as was alſo of 
the Efſerice of it, and till the paſſing 
whereof it was not to be look'd upon as 
ſtruck. WhichlT gather not only from 
its being ſtil'd a Covenant (0), as (0)Gen. 7. 
well as a ſign of it, yea more often 20 
a 
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(2) Ibid. 


a Covenant, than the other, but from 
God's affirming it to be that Cove- 
nant, which ought to be kept {p) be- 
tween him, and them, and accor- 
dingly. repreſenting the negleCters of 
it, as thoſe which had broke * hi 
Covenant. From whence as it will 
follow , that it had a more intimate 
relation to the Covenant, than that 
of a bare ſign, or token ; So it muſt 
be either that, which was to ſtrike 
the Covenant between them, and {ſo 
make it aCtually ſuch as to thoſe per- 
ſons that receivd it, or one of thoſe 
things, which were to be obſerv'd 
after the Covenant was ſtruck be- 
tween them, and for which it was 
enterd into. | But as it appears from 
thoſe words of God , which uſher 
in the mention of this Covenant. , 
that the thing ſo, agreed upon was 
a matter of much more weight, eyen 
their walking before God, and being 
perfedt ; So we are therefore 1n rea- 
{on to reſolve Circumciſion to be that, 
which was to ſtrike the Covenant 
between God, and them, and make 
it actually ſuch, as tothoſe perſons 


that receivd it. From whence as . 
wil 
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will follow farther ; becauſe friking 
the Covenant between God;and them; 


that it enſurd to thoſe, that received 


it , the future Bleſſings of it, and fo 
might not, unreaſonably be repreſcnt= 
 edas aSea ora Pledpe of them j So 

that it put them into actual poſſeſſion 
of ſuch Bleſſings, as were preſently 
to he beſtow'd, if there were realy 
any ſuch, and accordingly was no lels 
2 wears pf. conveying them; Which 
will conſequently leave nothing more 
to Enquire , than whether that Co- 
venant aſlur'd the ſame Bleflings with 
the Chriſtian , and whether any of 
thoſe: Bleſſings were to be immediate» 
ly beſtow'd by vertue of it. For if 
that Covenant aſſurd the ſame Bleſ- 
ſings with the Chriſtian, then had the 
ſign thereof relation to the ſame in- 
ward Graces with ours, and ſo far 


forth therefore agreed with them ; 


And if any of thoſe Bleſſings were tq 
be immediately beſtow'd, it was alſo 
a conveyer of them , and ſo yet more 


perfectly the ſame. Now that that 


Covenant, of which Circumciſion was 
a ſign, afſurd the ſame Bleſſings with 
the Chriſtian ſcems to me to be ſuffi- 

L ciently 
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ciently evident from it's being affirm- 
[ed ('q) to import, that God would be 
'a God to Abraham, and to his Seed 


after him. For that implying atleaſt, 


'that he would be as gracious to hin, 
as he was before, and conſequently 


'( becauſe God dealt with him*fo be- 
fore) that he would count his Faith to 
him for Righteonſneſs , it muſt alſo be 
thought to. import his affuring the 
ſame Bleflings with the Chriſtian Co- 
venant, becauſe that is the ſumm, and 
{ubſtance of them all: All therefore, 
rhat we have farther to ſhew, is, That 
Tome art leaft of thoſe Bleſſings were, 
by vertue of the Covenant it ſelf, to. 
be immediately beſtow'd' on thoſe, 
who entred into it , which wilt be no 
hard matterto evince. For thus much 
at leaſt it:mult be thought to 1mport, 
that if the party to be Circumciſed 
recciv'd his Circumciftion with that 
Faith ,, which God required of him, 
=_ Faith of his ſhould from that ve- 

inſtant be accounted to him for 


| Kightcouſ 1eſs : Becauſe, the -Cove- 


nant being fo far perform'd on his part, 
there muſt enſue a like completion on 


the part of God, as which otherwiſe - 
| . he 


one or as {ps LE 
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he* could not have been Aid to be 
punctual-to , 'nor approv'd himſelf a 


God to. the party in' Covenant with 
him. And tho' we cannot make the 


like Inference upon the part of Chil- 


dren, becauſe there was. nothins- of 


Faith 1h them to procure. them: ſuch 
an Imputation ; Yet in as much as 
they were-admitted into the ſame Co. 
venant'with their believing' Parents, 
and, as they could bring nothing more 
toward the procuring the Bleftings of 
it, than their external Circumciſion, 
ſo they had nothing more required of 
them, It is but reaſonable -to believe, 


that they receiv'd the ſame Benefits: 


by it, and had their Circumciſion im- 
puted to them for it. Such Evidence 
there is for Circumcifion's being a Sa- 
crament, yea of the ſame general na- 
ture with the Chriſtian ones; And I 
no way doubt we ought to think the 
ſame of the Feaſt of the Paſſover, if 
not alſo of many of their other Sacri- 
fices: Not, it may be, for any parti- 
cular evidence there 1s from the In- 
{ſtitution of it , or them, but from the 
relation they bore to Chriſt's Sacrifice 
upon the Crols, and the care it appears 

L. 2 God 
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F) See Expl. 
( Creed, 
in the word, 


God took to. convey the Benefits - of 
Chriſt's Sacrifice by thoſe extraordi- 
nary Sacraments, which he gaye them 
in the hahanrner ry For Fg Facrines 
before mention'd being equally ſigns 
of that of Chriſt , yea j——o= Hy aa 
God to remit men of) to him ; It is 
but reaſonable to believe , that God 
made the {ame uſe of them, and con- 
_ veyed Chriſt, and his Benefits by them. 
Otherwiſe their condition - in the 
Land of Caxazz would have been 
worſe, than in the Wilderneſs, becauſe 
as ſoon as they entred that , their ex- 
traordinary Sacraments ceaſed. 
THI. Only as it 1s not to be thought, 
that thoſe Sacraments, tho' the ſame 
in ſubſtance with ours, did yet agree 
with them in all other particulars, 
becauſe belonging to a Diſpenſation, 
which was manifeſtly inferiour to the 
Chriſtian ; So there are two things, 
wherein they difter'd from ours , and 
by which they will appear to have 
fallen ſhort of them : Firtt, That they 
did not ſo clearly repreſent the things 
they were intended to ſignifie , Se- 
condly, 'That they did not convey, 
what they 10 fignited, in fo ample a 
| IDANNET. 
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manner. Por beſide that thoſe ſigni- 
fications of theirs were rather hinted; 
than plainly expreſſed, and'much leſs 
fo plainly expreſsd, as the defigns of 
the Chrifttan Sacraments; Thoſe fig- 
nifications were not a little obſcut'd 
by the cohcomitancy of others, and 
which they were equally obliged to 
_ intend. For thus Circumciſion ,  be- 
cauſe a ſign of that Covenant , by 
which God did equally oblige him- 
felf to poſſeſs Abraham, and his na- 
tural Seed of the Land of Cazaaz, was 
a ſign of God's giving them that pro- 
rmiſed Land, as well as the righte- 
ouſneſs of Faith , and that Heavenly 
Canazx, which belonged to it. And 
thus too the Paſſover was a ſign of 
that People's Agyptian Servitude, and 
God's delivering them from it, as 
well as Chritt's delivering them from 
the flavery of Sin, and Satan, by the 
ſhedding of his Blood, By which 
meats it is eafte to ſee, that theſe lat- 
ter, and more noble ſignifications of 
them muſt have been yet more obſcu- 
' red to them, and ſo adminiſter leſs 
Spiritual Conſolation to them. This 
I take to be one ſignal difference be- 

L 3 tEW&ell 


(x) Hom. of 
Com. Fray, 
and Sacram, 


. Of- the Number of 


tween the Jewiſh Sacraments, and 
ours, : and wherein therefore they muſt 
be” thought to fall far ſhort of whar 
we now.enjoy. But that it is not the 
only material difference between them, 
will appear if we conſider the prefe- 
rence the. Scripture gives to that Diſ- 
enſation , .under which we are, a- 
: 7 that of Moſes, or Abrahar ; And 
that exuberance of Grace, which was 
poured out upon the embracers of 
the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, . and of 
which we find no footſteps under the 
other. For that is enough to {hew, that 


though the Jewiſh Sacraments con- 


vey'd the ſame Spiritual Benefits ; yet 
they did -not do it in that proportion, 
wherein the Chriſtian did, and fo fell 
yet ſhorter of them. Which will not 
only oblige us to ſet ſo much the great- 
of value u upon our 0wz Sacraments, but 
be the more curious in , enquiring , 
what ought to be look'd upon as ſuch, 
which 15 that I am 1n the next place 
to intend. 

For the reſolution whereof we are 
to know (what we need go no far- 
=_ than our own Homilies (x) for 


ie UNacr ——_ that the word S- 
Cc Fl ame at 


the Chriſtian Sacraments. 


crament may be taken either in a more 
lax and general, 'or in a more: ftritt 
and particular acceptation. If wetake 
1t in the former of theſe, ſo the num- 
ber of the Chriſtian Sacraments will be 
found to! be much greater , than even 
the Romaniſts themſelves have made 
1t : Becaufe (as our Homily obſerves ) 
in a general acception the name of 4a 
Sacrament may , and hath been 'attri- 
buted to any thing , whereby an holy 
thing is ſianifid. Whence it is ( as 
the ſame Homily goes on) that 4 
cient Writers have given that Name, 
not only to thoſe Five, which have 
been added by the Papiſts, but alſo to 
divers, and ſundry Ceremonies , as to 
Oyl, waſhing of Feet , and ſuch like. 
But as the Queſtion between-us , -and 
the Papiſts, even in their own ( {') way 
of ſtating it, is not what may in a 
more /ax, and gezcral ſenſe be look'd 
upon as Sacraments, but what are 
ſftrifftly, and properly ſuch , ſo that 
Queſtion cannot better be voided, than 
by examining thoſe things, which pre- 
tend to that dignity by the account 
we have before given of the Nature of 
a Sacrament. | 
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Of Baptiſm , and the Lord's Sup- 


per -T ſhall fay nothing at preſent , 
partly becauſe there is no Controver- 


fie at all concerning their being truly, 
un progerly Sacraments,and partly be- 
cauſe we have no other certain means 
of judging of the Nature. of Sacra- 
ments, but by that , which is obſer- 
vable concerning them. Our buſineſs 
muſt therefore be to examin the other 
Five by them , and by what we have 


before obſerv'd , concerning the Na- 


ture of a Sacrament, from them, _ 

Ta begin with Confirmation , be- 
cauſe the firſt Religious Rite after 
Baptiſm , and becauſe of all the Five 
beſt ' deſerving the name of a Sa- 
crament; A Rite, which as our 
Church. receives, and enjoyns, 1o the 
more ſober fort of Proteſtants allow 
to have been an Inſtitution of. the 
Apoſtles, and ſuch as is of ſignal uſe 
to thoſe, who were baptiz'd 1n their 
Infancy , by that examination, which 
is to precede it, and thoſe ſolemn 
Prayers , that do attend it. But. as 
the thing it ſelf doth not appear to 
me to have been inſtituted by Chritt, 


which , even by the Dotrine of 


the 
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the Trent Council (#) is made a () bd 


Charatter of a Sacrament, fo: there is 


yet leſs appearance of its having an 
outward _ to which the bleifings 


thereof may be ſuppoſed to have been © 
the very Effence 


annex'd, which is © 
_ of a Sacrament ; That, which was at 
firſt adminiſtred by a bare Tmpoſition 
of hands, and afterwards by the additi- 


on of the Chriſm, coming at length. 


to be performd by the ſole ceremo- 
ny of Union, as the praftice of the 
Greek , and Latine Church declares. 
Of which variation what account can 
be given, but that the Church it ſelf 
did at firſt look upon the Rites of 
Confirmation as arbitrary , and con- 
Tequently not of the {ame nature 
with the ſigns of Baptiſm , and the 
Lord's Supper. For whatever ad- 
ditions, or variations came afterwards 
to be made in theſe, the Water of 
the one, and the Bread, and Wine 
jn the other were ever preſerved in 
' The next ſuppoſed Sacrament is 
that of Pexance, or rather (becauſe 
the form thereof is by them- 


{elves () made to conſiſt 11 Ego ab- (conerria; 
Thr + TS Sell, 14.C. 13» 


obvo 


He - - -- hoon 
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ſolvo te, &c.) the. Sacrament of Ah. 
ſolution. An Inſtitution, which we 
willingly acknowledge to be an In- 
ſtitution of Chriſt, and which our 
Church moreover confeſſeth (w) to 
have the promiſe of 'the forgiveneſs 


of ſms. But differs from a Sacra- 


ment in this, ' that it hath not that 
promiſe annexed, and tyed to the uſu- 
al viſible ſiga thereof, even Impoſi- 


tion of hands. For for the uſe of any 
ſuch viſible fign in it we find no 
Command, and much lefs any decla- 
Tation from Chriſt, that it' ſhould 
not be available, unleſs it were con- 


vey'd by it, or made todepend upon 


the uſage of it, 


But it may be much more may be 


faid for that, which they call the Sa- 


crament of Extreme Unition, becauſe 


'affirmed by the Council of Trext (x) 


to have been inſtituted by our Lord, 
and publiſhed' tro the World by 


St. James. And TI no way doubt, that 


when our Saviour ſent forth his Diſ- 


Cciples by two,, and two (y), he gave 


them power to anoint- ſick perſons, as 


well as to caſt out unclean Spirits , 


and, it may be too, commanded them, 
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for that time, to make uſe of that parti- 


cular ceremony. toward .the healing 
of them. TI as little doubt, for the men- 
tion that is made of it in St. Fames (z), 
that the ſame ceremony of .U:.&ion 
was' continued. -1n the Church, and 
perhaps preſcrib'd by. other Apoſtles, 
as. well as by- him, to the Gover- 
nours. of the Church. |. But it doth 
not appear to me to have been in- 


tended by Chriſt for perpetual uſe, 


and -much leſs. for thoſe purpoſes , 
for which it is alledged. For if it 
were. intended by Chriſt for perpe- 
tual uſe, how came the ſame. Chriſt 
to promiſe to thoſe that believe, that 
if they only. /aid hazds * oz the ſick 


they ſhould recover ? How came he 


to give his . Apoſtles power to cure 
diſeaſes by the uſe of that ozly cere- 
mm0ny, AS 1N the caſe of Publius Þ, by 
taking infirm people by the hand *, 
yea by their bare (4) word ? This be- 
ing . to give encouragement to the 


negle& of his own Commands, ifthe 


ceremony of UnCttion were. to be 
look'd upon as ſuch. Though grant- 
ins that Ceremony to have been 1n- 
tended for perpetual uſe, what ap- 
ER _  pearance 


(x) James 5, 
I4- 


* Mark 16. 
I3, 


T Ad. 28.8. 
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pearance is there of its having been 
mtended for the purpoſes of a Sacra- 
ment, yea to procure, in an: eſpecial 


manner, the forgiveneſs of ſins? For 


all that St. Mark ſays concerning the 
Apoſtles anointing with Oyl is, that 
they thereby healed (5) thoſe they 
did {0 anoint ; Yea it is, if not the 
only, yet the principal rhing St. James 
aflures to thoſe, whom he emoyn'd 
the uſe of it. As it appears by his 
uſhering it in as an application to be 
made to ſick perſons, his ptomiſing 
that that Prayer, which went go 
with it , ſhould fave the fick , and 
procure God's raifing of them , in 
fine by his exhorting ment to confeſs 


cheir faults one to another, that they 


might be healed. For theſe things 
ſhew plainly, that if the —_— of 
ſick perſdns was not the only thing 
intended, yet it was at leaft the prin- 
cipal one. But fd, the Church it ſelf 
appears to have underſtood this cere- 
mony, as is evident, among other 
things, from that Prayer, which did 
accompany it : That, as Caſſanaey (c) 
informs us, being, 1 anoint thee with 
the holy Oyl ins the name of the Ys 

on, 


_s _ OY TESTER, |—(OF  ONP) ODE ETC 
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Son, aud Holy | Ghoſt, mploring the 
mercy of that one Lord, and our God, 
that all the griefs and incommodities of 
thy bady being driven away ; there may 
be recovered in thee vertue [ or ftrength] 
and health, that ſo being cured by the 
operation 4 this myſterie, and this VUn- 
dion of the Sacred Ol, and our prayer, 
through the wertue of the Sacred Tri- 
wify , thou mayeſs deſerve to receive 
this antient , yea more robuſt bealth 
through our Lord. Which though it 
do not ſo direatly oppole the iuxiacuer 
of the Greeks, becauſe deſign'd againſt 
C orporal (d), as well as Spiritual evils, (4) Se Ricaut 
yet doth perfe&tly overthrow the Ex- {<a of 
treme Un(tion of the Papilts, as which Church Co If 
is ſo far from deſigning the recovery 
- of the ſick perſon, that it is not allow'd 
to be adminiſtred to any, who ſeem not 
perfeatly deſperate. One only lars 
age there is in St. James , which 
may ſeem to give this Ceremony of 
anointing a higher, and a far better 
deſign ; even his affirming, that that 
prayer , which did accompany 1t , 
{ſhould procure for the ſick perſon al- 
ſo, that if he had committed ſins (e), (:) James 5, 
they ſhould be forgiven hin. we " 
ide 
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- ſide that St. James doth not attribute 
' that forgiveneſs to the ceremony''of 
UnCtion, but 'to the-prayer © that at- 
tended, or followed it ; 'The deſign of 
the Elders viſitation of the Sick be- 
ing no doubt to procure as well their 
Spiritual, as: Corporal health, it is 
not unreaſonable to think, that that 
very Prayer, which they made over 
them , did not only atm at God's 
accompanying the former ceremo- 
ny with the bleſſing, for which 
it was . intended ', | but extend far- 
ther to the imploring 'for them all 
thoſe ſpiritual DS, which they 
636099: "and particularly perfect re- 
miſſion, and- forgiveneſs. Which -if 
it did, as 1s but reaſonable to believe; 
that Oyl cannot be thought-to have 
had any intereſt in it, - and much leſs 
to have been eſpecially intended as 
the Sacrament ' thereof. And indeed, 
as there are no- footſteps in that An- 
tiquity,” which 1s truly primitive, of 
any ſuch UnCtion of ſick perſons in 
order ' to their ſpiritual welfare ; As 
there is mention moreover in it of 
- another. kind of treatment, and part- 
cularly- of the Elders of the Chutelt 
* hop giving 
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giving unto thoſe, that were under 
nance the Sacrament of Chriſt's Bo- 


dy , *and Blood, as their laft, and 
 neceſfary Viaticam 5 Sol ſee not 
| what neceſſity 'there is of any fuch an. 13, 
Sacrament as Extreme Unition to con- 
:r upon fick perſons the remiffion of - 
ſins, or other ſuch like graces, as 


they may ſtand 'in need of ; There 
being place, . even in them, , for- the 


Abſolution of 'the Church, and the. 
Sacrament of Chriſt's Body and Blood. 


In fine, ſo far is that” Vz#i, of 
which St. James ſpeaks, from being 
any ſtanding Sacrament of our Reli: 
g10n, that it may ſeem to have been 
only an Appendage of that extraordi- 
nary -gift of 'heahng (2), -which was 
ſometime depoſited in the Church, 

and which therefore was to -ceaſe, : 


Dienyl. 
AEX. apuq 
Exſeb. Ecc]. 
Biſt. It. 64 = 


44+ item 
C onc. Nic. 


* 2 ' ad 


when that, and other ſuch like ope- 


rations vaniſhed. As appears 1n part 
from its being joyned 1n St. Mark (h) 
with the caſting out of Devils, but more 
from our Sevicars ranking the /:y:ng 
ou of hands upon. the ſick ( which 
was but another way of adminiſtrinz 
it) - with (7) the ſame: cafting out 
of Devils » ſpeakins new tongues, _ 

Fre 


(b) Marks. 
I Zo 


(7) Mark 16. 
17, 18, 
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the fakir up of Ser ents, Far ift | {s 
be ta be looked _—_ as bubba 


| Ty giltts, there 1s equal realonto he- , 
- leve, the anointing, or laying on of 


hands upon the ſick to have been of 
the ſame order. Sure IT am Tertyk 
lian (k) doth not only rank the git 
of healizg, even in his time, with 
the caſting out of Devils; but makes 
mention of one Proculus a Chriftan 
adminiſtring this ſuppoled Sacrament 
to Severus the Emperor, yea. curing 
bim by the Oyl of it. 
From Extreme UVnudjon therefore 
paſs we to that, which they call the 
Sacrament of Orders, and which is 
not only aftirm'd by the Trezt Coun: 
cil to be a true (/), and proper Sar 
crament, but as certainly to confer (ax) 
grace, as the moſt undoubted 'Sa- 
craments do. It is not my purpoſe, 
nor was it ever the purpoſe of the 
Church of Ezxglazd to detract in the 
leaſt from the force of that, which 


they entitle the Sacrament of Orders, 


But that it hath not the nature: of a 
true, and proper Sacrament, will ap- 
pear in the firit place from its not ha- 
ving by the Inſtitution of Chriſt any 

external 


! 
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external {ign ,, to which the grace 
thereof may be ſuppoſed to. be annex- 
ed. 'For if it had, it muſt have been 
.the external . ſign, or'-ceremony -of 
breathing oahe perſons to be ordain'd;; 
This being the only: one, which 'our 
'Saviour' (z) made uſe of,- when he 
conferr'd the power: of Order upon 
Iis Apoſtles. But fo far were the 
Apoſtles, or the. ſucceeding Church 
from making uſe of that, that we 
4nd them, on the contrary, to have 
.made uſe-of Impolition of Hands, 
yea to haveentitled the grace of Or- 


| ders (o) in a more eſpecial manner 


to' it. Whether it. were, that they 
took their pattern therein from the 
known uſage of the Jews, and which 
we find our Saviour himſelf to have 
followed in other inſtances, or (which 
T rather think ) that they were di- 
rected to it by that ſpirit of God, which 
guided them in all their actions, and 
to whoſe guidance, and inſtruction 
our Saviour had left them after his 
being taken from them. Sure I am 
there are no footſteps of that exter- 
nal ſign in the firſt Inſtitution of 1t 
(as there was, in the Inſtitution of 

M Baptiſm, 
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Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper, df 
their proper ones ) nor any appearance 
from Scripture of any after command 
of Chriſt concerning it. But becauſe 
the external ſign of Ordinagion, though 
none of our Saviours' Inſtitution, yet 
is confeſſed by our ſelves to have had 
a- legitimate one ; Therefore enquire 
we 1n the-ſecond place, whether, af- 
ter the manner of other Sacraments, it. 
be a means of Grace, or ( as the: Ro- 
maniſts love to ſpeak) have the pow- 
er of conferring it. A thing, which 
ſeems to them ſufficiently evident , 
not only from that form of words-(p), 
wherewith by the preſcript of Chriſt 
it hath been always attended, even 
receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, but from 
St. Paul's willing Timothy in one 


. Place (q) mot to nepleit that gift , of 


grace, which was given with it, and 
H> another (7) to /{ir up that gift, Of 
Grace of God, which was in him by 
the laying on of his hands. And thus 
much T1 willingly yield to the force 
of the foremention'd Texts, that the 
Holy Ghoſt ever was, and {till is con- 
ferr'd upon thoſe men, who areright- 
ly ordain'd by the Governours of the 
Church 
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Church. But in what meaſure, and 
to. what purpoſes is the thing in que- 
ſtion between us, and - particularly 
whether it- is conferr'd, / as to its /az- 
Hifying, and' ſaving Graces, which I 
have ſhewn elſewhere ( /). to. be the 


' proper graces of: a Sacrament. . Now 


what 1s there in any,; or all. the fore- 
mention'd Texts, .to evince , that, 
which they call the Sacrament: of Or- 
ders to, confer. fuch graces upon the 
perſon ,Ordain'd ? If we enquire, _ as 
to the fir{t of them (7), - even that 
Text which makes Orders to exhibit 
the Holy Ghoſt, the utmoſt that can 
be inferr'd: from thence is ſuch an 
exhibition. of it, as may be requiſite 
for the party ordain'd to remit, or re- 
tain fins, as for which (#), and which 
alone 1t is profeſied to be beftow'd. 
But ſo ſure the perſon. ordain'd may 
be qualifid to do, without the ſancti- 
fying graces of God's Spirit, even 1n 
the opinion of the Trideztize Fathers 
themſelves : It being their opinion (w,, 
as well as ours (x), that the perſonal 
qualifications of the Miniſter do net- 
ther add to, nor detract from the 


force of the Sacraments they diſpenſe. 
M 2 - But: 


I6 3 
(ſ) Supra; 
Part 3, 


(t) Joh. 20, 
22. 


(1) — 53. 


(w;, Seff 7. 
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But as therefore no ſuch- ſanQifying 
graces cart be ſuppos'd to be deſign'd, 
though we' make tlie Text to tmport. 
fuch an exhibition of the Holy Ghoſt, 
as is requiſite for the remitting, or re= 
taining of {ins ; ſo much leſs, if-nothing 
more were meant by Recezve ye the Ho- 
ty Ghoſt,than receive ye Authority from 
him 1ſo to do. Which that there was 
not 1s at leaſt probable from - his re- 
ferring them to another time ( y) for 
the other powers of the Holy Ghoſt , 
yea bidding them not to expect them, 
till after his aſcenſion {z) into Hea- 
ven. For that ' ſuppoſeth them to 
have been as yet without thoſe pow- 
ers of the Holy Ghoſt, and conſe- 
quently that Chriſt meant no more 
by Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, than 
receive ye of lis Axthority, to whom 
the power of the Church is commit- 
ted under me, as ye ſhall in due time 
of. ſuch abilities, and gifts, as may 
fit you tor the exerciſe thereof. And 


if that were the ſenſe, yea only ſenſe 


of thoſe words of Chriſt, which con- 
tain both the Exemplar, and Inſtitu- 
tion of Ordination, I know nor why 
we ſhould {ſuppoſe that, which qu 
Ca 
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call the Sacrament of Orders, to have 
a farther. deſign in it ſelf, than to 
communicate a Gholtly Authority to 
thoſe, on whom it is beſtow*'d. But 
let us ſuppoſe, that ſomething more 
was meant by theſe words, than 
Receive ye a Ghoſily Authority, or, 
at leaſt, that it was the intention of 
our Saviour ( becauſe of what we 
read * concerning Timothy). that ſome- 
thing more ſhould be afterwards in- 
tended by them, when no Apoſto- 
lical Pextecoft. was to enſue, even the 
communicating of gifts and graces , 
as well as a Ghoſtly Authority. Yet 
even ſo it will not follow, that an 
exhibition of Saxttifying, and Saving 


Graces was intended, or that even 


Timothy receiv'd any ſuch graces by it. 
For who knows not that there are 
Gratie gratis date, as well as Gratum 
facientes,yea that the word F x4urwe, 1s 
as often, ifnot more often the title of 
the former ? Who knows not, that thoſe 
Gratie gratis date are more proper for 
the Miniſterial Function, than: the 
other can be ſuppos'd to be, yea that 
they may avail tor thoſe ſpiritual pur- 
poſes, for which that Function was 
— 'M 3 intended 7 
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intended ? In fine, who knows not;that 
God hath appointed other Sacraments 
for the conveying of his ſanQtifying 


Graces , and by the participation of 


which therefore they might be more 
reaſonably expetted ? For theſe things 


being ſuppos'd,: there will not only be- 


no neceſſity of underſtanding St. Paul 
of the ſanctifying Graces of God's 
Spirit ,. but 'not: ſo much as any pro- 


bable reaſon for it. "Though gran- 
ting thirdly, that there 'were alſo 


ſome ſanitifying Graces attending it ; 
Yet as we cannot for the reaſons .be- 
fore mention'd underſtand any other 
{anCtifying Graces,;than what may ſerve 
more immediately for the diſcharge 
of the Miniſterial FunCtion, ſuch as 
is a holy Zeal for the welfare: of thoſe 
Souls, which are committed to thoſe 
that are of it, ſo we can much leſs 
{as our Homily * inſtructs us ) ex- 
pe& remiſſion» of ſims by it, which is 
the undoubted fruit of Baptiſm, and 
the Lord's Supper. From all which 
put together it is evident, that if judg- 
ment be to be made of Sacraments 
by Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper, 
Orders will hardly paſs for one of 
LE .-; 3 them ; 
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them ; As which varies ſo much from 

them both in the External . Sign , 

_ in the Graces, which are ſignified 
y It. 

One only Inſtitution remains of 
thoſe, which have the name of Sa- 
craments, and which if they, who 10 
entitled it, would underſtand only in 
a general ſenſe, they would not find 
our Church diſſenting from them, he- 
cauſe affirming (a) God to have con- 
ſecrated the State of Matrimony tnto 
ſuch an excellent myſtery, that in it 
ſignified, and repreſented the Spiritual 
Marriage, and Unity, that is betwixt 


167, 
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(a) Theform 
of Solemn, of 
Matrim., 


Chriſt and his Charch. But to makeita 


true, and proper Sacrament of the E- 
vangelical Law , as the Council of 
Trent (b) doth, is extremely unrea- 
ſonable, and neither hinted by St. Pau/ 
in that place (c), from whence they 
pretend to infer it, ' nor, any farther 
than a ſimple repreſentation 'reacheth, 
agreeable with thoſe things, which 


(b) Sefl. 24, 
CAN, I, 


(c) Eph. 5. 
25%. Os. 


have the name of Sacraments either 


with us, or among themſelves. For 
neither wds that, which they call a 


Sacrament of the Evangelical Law, 


inſtituted by Chriſt, but by God, nay | 
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St. Paul in the place before quoted 
. founds all the Sacramentality thereof 
* in thoſepaſlages/d)which are repreſen- 


ted by Moſes(e),. as declaring the Iden- 
tity. of Man, and Wife, and the ne- 
ceflity that ariſeth thereupon of their 
adhering to one another , even to 
the abandoning of all other relations 
for it. Tt hath no certain external 
ſign, as. other Sacraments have, to 
confer that grace, which is ſuppoſed 
to'belong + to tt; ' It hath no other 
promiſe of: Grace . belonging to it, 
than may ' be*firppoſed to belong to 
any ſtate of Tife, which a Man 1hall 
ſet himlelf to, with a due reſpect to 
the Commands of God, and uſe with 
that care, and ſobriety, that becomes 
him. It hath much leſs any promiſe 
of the forgiveneſs of ſins, and an Uni- 
verſal Holineſs , as: Baptiſm, and the 
Lord's Supper . undoubtedly have. 
And if it hath not, nothing can ob- 
Iige us to look ' upon it as a true, 
and proper ' Sacrament , or indeed 
but in the ſame degree, where- 
with their other Sacraments are. For 
they , though not perteatly ſuch , 
have *yet ſome more near reſemblance 
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to thoſe, which ' they pretend to 
rival. ot 
- But becauſe it may be demanded, 
how, if there be but two ſtrict, and 
proper Sacraments, ſeveral other 
things {ſhould come to have the ſame 
name, and honour, and particularly 
how the Church of Rgxze ſhould at 
length advance them to the number 
of Sever (this ſeeming to be fome 
prejudice againſt our aſſerting only 
two ) I anſwer firſt by reaſon of their 
general cognation with them , and 
which we know, in other things, to 
procure the ſame name to things , 
that are of a very different nature. 
W hence it is, that ( as was before oh- 
ſerv'd out of one of our own ( f) 
Homiljes ) not only thoſe five, which 
we but now mentiond, have obtain'd 
the name of Sacraments, but what- 
ſoever, in a manner, hath been made 
uſe of to ſignifie a holy thing. Which 
is ſo true, that Tertulhiay in one 
place (gs) gives the name of Sacra- 
ment to Dreams, and Viſtoxs, and in 
others (h) to Parables, and Allegories. 
For if even Dreams, and Parables 


come to have the name of Sacraments 
Ol by 
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by reaſon of their repreſenting things 
of a higher nature ; How much 
more {uch Religious Inſtitutions, as 
were tranſacted by the ſame viſi- 
ble ſolemnities as Baptiſm, and the 
Lord's Supper, as to be ſure the In- 
ſtitutions before .remembred were ? 


For though, ,it may be, they had not 


the ceremonies now in uſe, or at 
leaft had not that number of them, 
wherewith they are now encumberd, 
yet wanted they not ſome, or other, 
which was of the ſame ſymbolical 


nature, and particularly Impoſition of 


hands. For that, as we learn from 


(7) AR. 8.17. 


Ck)-—- 28. 8. 
« -(!) 1 Tim. 4- 
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the Scripture , they made uſe of in 
Confirmation (1), in the gift of heal- 
ing (k), Orders (I), and Abſolution(m) ; 
And that too, as we learn from 
Grotias (nu), they made uſe of toward 
thoſe, who entered 'into Marriage , 
and ftill do in the Eaſtern parts. 
But beſide that general, and external 
cognation, which 15 between Sacra- 
ments, and ſacramentals ( for ſo I ſhall 
for the future entitle thoſe things , 
which are not ſtrict, and proper ones) 
there 1s alſo, as to ſome of the latter, 
a more particular, and intimate Cog- 

nation, 


Le. 
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nation , but eſpecially as to thoſe, 


which are before remembred, and _ 


are by the Papiſts advanc'd into true, 
and proper Sacraments. For ſetting 
aſide that, which they call the Sacra- 
ment of Marriage, and which hath, 
even among them, rather the name, 
than nature of one; There is none 


of the other four, -which tend not to - 


the conferring of ſome Divine Grace, 
or Benefit, as well as to the ſignifi- 
cation of it. For thus Confirmation 
tends to procure a farther addition of 
God's ſanCtifying Graces, and ſo to 


ſtrengthen, and perfe&t the perſon , 


that offers himſelf unto it ; And thus 
the Oyl of Un#ion, as us'd of Old, 
toward the procuring of the Grace 
of health, and the removal of the ſick 
perſons guilt ſo far, as was neceſſary 
tor the procuring of the other. Thus 
Abſolution tends to the procuring of 
the forgiveneſs of the Penitent, 'and 
Ordinatiou, for the perſon ordain'd , 
of a ſpiritual, and ghoſtly Authority, 
if not alſo of ſuch ſpiritual. gifts, as 
are neceſſary for the exerciſe thereof. 


By which means as they approach yer 


nearer to the nature of true, and pro- 
ils Per 
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r Sacraments, {o it is the lefs to be 
_ wonder'd at, that they ſhould obtain 

the name of Sacraments, yea have the 
reputation of ſuch 1n a tnore eminent 
manner, than other Sacramentals had : 
Eſpecially it we conſider thirdly , 
that thoſe five ſuppoſed Sacraments 
are upon the matter the only noted 
AQs, that are adminiſtred by the 
Church, or, at leaſt, that are attended 
with ſuch Rites, and Ceremonies. 
For fo it is yet leſs difficult to believe, 
that they might not only come by 
degrees to be ranked with Baptiſm, 
and the Lord's Supper, but together 
with them: to be accounted, if not 
the only , yet at leaſt the primary 
ones. Which Peter Lombard (o) 
taking notice of, made the Number 
of Chrittian Sacraments to be neither 
more, nor leſs than ſevex, and the 
Church of Rome, {way'd by him, did 
afterward Authoritatively confirm. 
ThisI take to have been the true Ori- 
ginal of that number, to which the Sa- 
craments are now advancd, and not 
either any cogent arguments for the 
being of io many, or indeed any firm 
belief, even in that Church it _ : 
tnat 
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that they ought all to be look'd upon as 


true, and proper ones. And I am 
yet more confirm'd in that belief by 


' the ſilence there was (p) before Peter 


Lombard of any certain, and determi- 
nate number, and by. the Authority. of 
two of the greateſt Fathers of the Latin 
Church : St. Ambroſe in his tract de 
Sacramentis, and in another de 7zis 
qui myſteriis initiautur , mentioning 
only Baptiſm, and the Lord's Sup- 
per, and St. Augnſtize not only re- 
{olving (q) the Sacraments to be x«- 
mero pauciſſma, and mentioning none 
but thoſe, but affirming elſewhere (7), 
that our Lord, and the Apoſtolical 
diſcipline had delivered ſome few ; ſuch 


as is the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and 
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Cafſfandri ad 
Art, 13, 


(4)Epiſt.118, 
ad Januar, 


(r) De Doar, 
Chriſt, li. 3. 
CAP. 9. 


the celebration of Chriſt's Body, aud 


Blood. For that.is enough to {ſhew, 
that: though the Fathers might Jome- 
time . mention the other Inſtitutions 
under the notion of Sacraments, yet 
they look'd upon Baptiſm, and the 
Lord's Supper as the only true, and 
proper ones, or, at leaſt, were not 
over confident of the being ſo of the 
other. If the Church of Roe hath 
ſince arriv'd at a greater confidence , 
It 
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it will: concern her, rather than us to 
give an account of it ; But however 
not ſp far concern us, as to remove 
us from an opinion, which feems 
to us to be built upon ſolid; and 
ſubſtantial grounds. For either the 
hath arriv'd at that confidence by 
the means before declar'd, : and then 
her Authority will be very incompe- 
tent ; Or ſhe hath arriv'd at it by ſome 
other 'means, which we are not ac- 
quainted with, and which. therefore we 
cannot be ſuppos'd to be influenced by 
till ſhe ſhall be pleaſed to declare them. 

T have 1n(iſted thus long upon the 
Number of the Chriltian Sacraments, 
not becauſe I was obliged to it by 
my more immediate task ( for- our 


. Catechiſm contents it ſelf to declare , 


that there are two oxly as generally ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation) but becauſe-our 


Church affirms elſewhere { / ), that 


there are but two ſtrict, and proper 
ones, and becauſe the joyning of others 
with. them in the ſame rank ? and or- 
der of Sacraments may help 1n time 


to bring them into leſs repure ; It be- 


ing natural for men, where there are 


ſeveral means tending to the ſame 
end F 
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end, either to. adhere to ſome of them 
to the utter rejecting of the other , 
or to uſe thoſe others with leſs pre- 
paration, and reſpect. And whether 
this be not the .caſe-of the Encharift , 
where that, which they call the Sa- 
crament of  Pepaxce is ſo much in 
vogue, may be judg'd of by the little 
care they take to fit themſelves for 
the one, where. they have: obtain'd ;, 
as they eaſily may, the abſolution: of 
the other. And I {hall only add, thar 
if our Church did not diſtinguiſh in 
the preſent Catechiſm between pro- 
per, and improper Sacraments, it was 
not, as I conceive, becauſe ſhe: had 
departed from her own Articles, and 
Homilies, but becauſe, being to 
inſtruct thoſe ,, who were. no pro- 
per Auditors: of higher matters, ſhe 
contented her ſelf to let them know, 
what was ſufficient for their pur- 
poſe, that there were but zo, 
that were generally neceſſary to Salvati- 
03, . even Baptiſm and the Supper of 
the Lord. 
Now that there are no more than 
theſe, that are gezerally xeceſſary to Sal- 
vation, ( which 1s all, that a 
or 


175 


176 


it mutt be Confirmation, and Abſolu- 


of the Number of IF 


for me to demonſtrate }) will appear if 
we reflect. upon thoſe, which have 
been added to them by the Papiſts', 
and ranked in the ſame order with 
them. For who can think Mar»iace 
to be ſuch, who beheve, as the Papiits 
do, that it is unlawful to the whole 
Order of Prieſthood, yea who know 
that there are not a few, who live 
not long enough to defire, or need it, 
or are otherwiſe ſufficiently fortified by 
God apart any neceſſity of eſpou- 
ſing it ? Who can believe Orders to 
be ſuch, when there ever was, and 
ever will be a greater number of thoſe, 
who .are ro be inſtructed, than there 
was, .Or 'ever will be of thoſe, who 
are to -inſtruct them ? In fine, who 
can believe the Vn#oz of the lick to 
be ſuch, when it appears by the for- 
mer 'difcourſe to have had no other 
deſign , than the recovery of them 
from their infirmities ? For well may 
that be look'd upon, as not genera]- 
ly neceſſary to Salvation, which appears 
not to have been intended to mint- 


| ter at all untoit. If therefore there 


be any of the five of that neceſlity , 
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tion, hut . which how «/efu/ ſogyer 
they PAY be; and - rk SO 2 
our ſelves; yet will not be fa nd. to 
e any more than Gets alledge 
as o the farmer of theſe bs no wr 
cept there appears cancerning it 
- one of thale things, w we Nan 
a neceſſity to Salvation ; And ] al- 
edge toQ ( Thich is another ) the 
aPpNeaAnce ps is of any tendency me 
it to procyre {ome bleflings; for whic 
no ather. means are ap pin cedi Far 
the Emhariſt having fo its ”_ the 
confirming 'and SH GInIng of our 
Graces, which js all "Conf Sta 
on; ' AS now in uſe, ker to 1n- 


299 5 3 5 Fehr © ca RT £ py neceſ- 


« 3 F# SS 


Salyation by the oiniſſing | of it: In. 
fne; I alledge, what is with me of 
NO {mal Moment, the no mention 


there is, in, Juſtin Martyr * of it; Apel. 2: 
even wihers he takes NOLKCE of their nels : > we 
bringing the New Baptized perſon to * = #6 


Azolt % 9s 


"TUuTuivoy , & ov agrreTeSuiuengy © &m vs AP wines d Sexgis 
Ep, U 3 evyN'ypeivor £197 rome tuxds Molno5 ugyor uTig 
* Gavroy 4 % $071841t, x drAvy Terms mivroy, Gs 


N the 


178 


| Of the Number of - 


the Aſſembly of the Faithful, and 


to a Communion with them in their 


Prayers, and Euchariſt. For though 
that Father doth not obſcurely inti- - 
mate , that they had a particular re- 


gard in their Prayers to the welfare 
"of the new Baptized perſon, as well 
'as to the more general welfare of 
'the other; Yet he takes no notice at 


all of any Impoſition of hands upon 


'him, or any other ceremony, that 
may be {ſuppoſed to be analogous to 


it, , Which in all probability he would 
have done, (eſpecially when he men- 
tion'd the Kiſs of Peace, as well as 


both the other :Sacraments ) if either 


the Church had then us'd the Sacra- 
ment of Confirmation, or he look'd 
upon 1t as a Sacrament of the ſame 
general neceſſity with the other. Which 
things I have ſaid, not in the leaſt to 
detract from the uſe. of Confirmation 
(for I think this very paſſage of Juſtin | 
Martyr doth ſuffictently warrant the 
more material part of it, even prayer 
over the new Baptized perſon ) but to 
ſhew that the Church did not then 
look upon it as a Sacrament, or, at 


leaſt, not as ſuch a one, as was 


generally 
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generally neceſſaty for Salvation, as 
our . Catechiſm Sx taught us .to 
ſpeak. | Ek BE 
| Bur it may, bs much more may be 
{aid for Abſolution; than Confirmation, 
and ſo no doubt there may, if we 
conſider Abfolution - as comprehend- 
ing within the compaſs of it the 
whole poiver of the Prieſt in remitting 


fins, For comprehending within it, .in 


that ſenſe, the Adminiſtration of Bap- 
tiſm, and the Lord's. Supper, becauſe 


| the moſt effeFual means the Church 


hath for abſolving offenders from 
their guilt, ſo far as thoſe Sacraments, 
or the Priefts Adminiſtration of them 
is neceſlary to Salvation '( which -no 
doubt - they generally..are ) ſo far alſo 
his Abſolution muſt be look'd upon 
as ſuch. Bur ſo to conſider Abſolu- 
tion is to make it the ſame with Bap- 
tin, and the Lord's Supper, and not 


(as it is here proposd) a. diſtig& 
Sacrament from them. It therefgre | 


we will ſpeak pertinently , either .to 
our own Catechiſm, or the preſent 
Controverſie, , we, muſt. conſider. Ab- 
ſolution as abſtrating from thoſe Sa- 
eraments ; which if we do, we ſhall 

N 2 find 
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find it to conſiſt either in declaring 
the word of reconciliation to Offenders, 
Or praying to God for their Pardon , 
or pronouncing them abſolved from 
heir guilt , or looſing them from the 

Cenſures of the Church. ; 

If we conſider Ab/olntion in the firſt 
of- theſe ſenſes, to wit as importing 
the deilaration. of the word of reconci- 
Fration to Offenders; ſo we ſhall not 
ſtick to affirm, that it is generally 
neceſlary to Salvation, but then we 
muſt fay withall,- that it is no Sacra- 
ment , nor eſteemed by the Papiſts 
themſelves to be ſo. 

If we conſider 4t- in the ſecond ſenſe, 
to wit, as denoting the Prieſt's pray- 
3ng for the Pardon of Offenders ( and 
in which form, as Biſhop Uſher (2) 
obſerves, Abſolution was antiently 
wont to be made')- ſo it will be found 
to-have a reſpett to that Communi-: 
Over which he preſides, or to par- 
ticular perſons in #t.'{ In the former 
'of thefe regards-it is no doubt as ne- 
"ceffary to Salvation, as it 4s for the 
'Prieft 'to celebrate , or the peopte 
to. joyn with him in the publick 
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prayers as thoſe are a neceſſary part. 
But as there 15 no preſumption of 
that Offices being a Sacrameat, fo it 
1s not the Abſolution our Adverſaries 
intend ; That , which they profeſs 
to advance, being the Abſolution of 
particular perſons, after a confeſſion 
made by them of their particular offens 
ces. And yeteven here too they make 
a diſtinction, becauſe profeſling to 
reſtrain that Confeſſion ,. and Ab- 
ſolution to ſuch ſins only, as are 
mortal, . But who taught them to 
diſtinguiſh in this affair between Mor 
tal, and Venial? Or what is there in 
thoſe words of Chriſt, which convey 


the your of remitting ſins, wich 


thought to reſtrain it to the 
former? What have they to ground 
the general neceſlity of ſuch a Con» 
feſſion upon, but eſpecially as to that 
form | of Abſolutioa , whereof . we 
{peak ? For in praying for the par» 
n of Ofenders the Prieſt is not ta 
be, conſidered as a Judge; but as a- 
perſon appointed to mediate between 
God, and his People, and: whom that 
charity, which belongs tohim as ſuch, 
will oblige him to look upon as pe» 
7  gitenty 
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nitent, if he knows them not to be 


otherwiſe, eſpecially if they beg | his 
prayers for their own particular par- 
don. And indeed neither is this the 
Abſolution the Papiſts contend for , 
nay they declare («) thoſe very 
Prayers, which go along with their 
own, not to be of the Eflence of it. 
Which will obligeus to paſs on to 
A third ws of gon” ey even 
ronouncing offending perſons tobe looſ- 
* from their >. a "i thing, ith 
though of ſignal uſe, and comfort to 
men of afflicted minds, and which 
no doubt ſuch perſons ought to ſeek, 
when they cannot otherwiſe ſatisfie 
themſelves, yet cannot be look'd up- 
on as generally neceſſary to Salvati- 
on; Partly, becauſe none but deſpon:- 
ding perſons can be as: 650 to ſtand 
in need of it, and partly becauſe ſuch 
an Abſolution, as that, ſuppoſeth_ 
mea to be already looſed from their 
offences, and conſequently. not to 
want any thing, but the AP there- _ 


of. Which though it may be anin- 
felicity, yet is no ſin in it ſelf, nor 
can prove ſo to' him, in whom it 1s, 
unleſs it do otherwiſe take him off 
I "0" from 
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from the due performance of his du- 
ty. Though, even in that caſe, ſach 
an Abſolution will be neceffary, ra- 
ther to prevent future offences, than 
to procure the forgiveneſs of former 
ones. And TI ſhall only add, that TI 
conceive that form of Abſolution to 
be ſuch, which occurrs in our Y:{- 
tation of the Sick ;, Partly, becauſe it 
is ordered by our Church to be ap- 
plied to men of troubled minds, ' and 
partly becauſe it prompts the Prieſt 
to beg of God the forgiveneſs of the 
ſick perſons offences, before it allows 
him to ſay I abſolve thee from all th 
ſins ; That ſuppoſing the forgivenels 
of God to precede in this affair,” and 
conſequently that' the Prieſt rather 
declares the perſon already abſolved, 
than abſolves him himſelf from the 
band of his offences. ee hop 
The fourth ſort of Abſolution 1s 
that, which Hooſeth men from the 
cenſures of the Church, . and which. T 
ſhall not ſtick to' affirm to be gene- 
rally neceſſary to the looſing of thoſe, 


who have been before bound , even 


from - the band of. their offences be- 
fore God ; Partly, becauſe God hath 
N 4 pr onus? 
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romisd to bind that in Heaven , 
which the Governours of the Church 
ſhall rightfully bind on Earth; And 

artly, becauſe the Cenfures of the 

Church conliſting eſpecially in re- 
ſtraining men from its ſaving Offices, 
and particularly from the Sacrament 
of the Rocha till. men ate looſed 
from thoſe Cenſutes, they mult be 
depriv'd of the ordinary means, Where- 
by God hath : mg to tranſmit 
the . pardon of offences. But as the 
queſtion is not, Whether Abſoluti- 
on may be neceffiry in_a particular 
caſe, or to particular pets » but 
whether it be fenerally-ſo.; $0 we 
cannot look ' upon this Abſolition 
as generally neceſſary to Salvation , 
FE; it were ſuch to fall under thoſe 
Cenſures, from which this Abſoluti- 
tion frees. "The reſult of the Premi- 
fes is this; The Church 'of God is 
indeed inveſted with a power of Ab- 

n,. and ſuch, as exerts it ſelf in 


as, anſwerably to the needs of 


ſeveral 


thoſe; with whom'it hath todo : But as 


it isndt inveſted with any ſuch power of 
Abſolution, . as doth actually free the 
Offender from his guilt, the doing of 


the Chriſlian WActament 5. 
that pertaining only unto God ; As it is 
not therefore inveſted with any other 
power of Abfolution, than what may 
ſerve to declare the pardon of. God, 
or help toward the procuring of it ; 
So what it doth toward either of 
theſe, (unleſs it be in Baptiſm, or 
the Lord's Supper ) is either no Sa- 
crament at all, and fo falls not un- 
der this enquiry, or is no. generally 
neceſſary one. And indeed, however 
the Church of Rome may ſeem to 
advance another Abfolution , even 
that which _ tooſeth the finner 
from his guilt ; Though ſhe more- 
over repreſent that Abſolution of her's, 
as generally neceſſary to the Salvation 
of thoſe who are under any mortal 
ſin ; yet is there no appearance of 
any ſuch Abſolution, nor indeed of 
the neceſlity-of any, but what is be- 
fore deſeribd. As is evident , as to 
the former of theſe, from that very 
Text, on which it is founded, even 
a promiſe of looſing that in Heaven , 
which ſhall be looſed on Earth. For if 
there muſt be a looſing in Heaven , 
after that on Earth, that on Earth 
Fannot be look'd upon as aCtually free- 
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ing the Sinner from his guilt, but on- 
ly as preparatory to it ; With this on- 
ly advantage ( which might very well 
occaſion the ſo encitling it ) that that 
looſing {ſhall certainly be follow- 
ed by a more effectual, and heaven- 
ly one. So little reaſon 1s there to 
believe, that there is any Abſolution 
among men, but what 1s purely pre- 
paratory to the Abſolution of God; . 
And we ſhall find there is as as lit- 

tle reaſon to ſeek out any other modes 
of it, than thoſe, which were before 
deſcribd : As will appear if we con- 
ſider, who they are, that are to be 
looſed, and who as they are either 
ſuch, as are within the Communion 
of the Church, or ſuch as are exclu- 
ded from it, fo, if they be of the for- 


mer fort, have either done nothing to 


deſerve an excluſion, or have commit- 
ted ſuch offences, as are worthy of 
it. If the perſons we ſpeak of be 
ſuch Members of the. Church , as 
have not done any thing to deſerve 
an excluſion from it ; So there can- 
not lye any engagement upon them 
to confeſs their ſins to a Prieft, or 
ſeek any other Abſolution, than by 


the 
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the Sacrament of the Euchariſt, or 
other the like ordinary methods of the 
Church : The Communion, in which 
they are, and which they have not 
done any thing to deprive themſelves 
of, giving them a title to that Sa- 
crament , or any other priviledge of 
their Religion. But then if they be ſuch, 
as do really deſerve to be excluded , 
till they have given ſufficient teſti- 
monies of their repentance ; Either 
they ought to be excluded, and at- 
terwards looſed as Excommunicate 
perſons, or, if they be thought fit to 
be continued in the Church, be look'd 
upon as Members of it, and allowed the 
common Abſolutions of it : It being a 
kind of contradiction zz adjefo to cone 
tinue men in the Communion of the 
Church, and yet deny them the com- 
mon priviledges thereof, All there- 
fore, that remains to be accounted 
for, is the Abſolution of thoſe, wha 
have been ſhut out of the Church ; 
But concerning which as there is no 
great difference between us, and the 
Church of Rome, ſo we deny not but 
chat it may require a peculiar forms 


the 


of words, and ſuch as may figntie to 
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the perſons concern'd, and the Mem. 
bers of the Church the a& of .the 
Officers thereof in it. - But that the 
Effence of Abſolution conliſteth in it, 
doth not = to us, nor can ik 
deed be reaſonably affirm'd ; Partly, 
becauſe the very reſtoring Excom- 
municated perſons to the Communion 
of the Church will as effeCtually vacate 
its former Cenſures, as any expreſs de- 
claration can do ; And partly, becauſe 
Excommunication conſiſting in a de- 
privation from thoſe methods of Sal- 
vation, which God hath depoſited in 


the Church, the only effeual releaſe 


of it muſt lye in a re-admiffion to 
them, and particularly to the Sacra 
ment of the Euchariſt. But fo the 
Antient Church appears to have un+ 
derſtood it, as is evident both from 
her language, and practice ; She not 
only exprefling this Abſolurion, by (w) 
bringing men to the Communion, re= 
conciling them to it, Or reſtoring it to 
them, but taking careabove all things, 
that no Excommunicated perſon ge-. 
nerally ſhould go outof the World (x) 
without partaking of the Euchariſt. 
For what other account <can be ge. 


the Chriſtian Sacraments. 


_ of that both language, and praQtice of 

hers, than that {he conceivid the Ab- 
ſolution of Excommunicated perſons 
to lye in a re-admifſion to the com- 
mon methods of Salvation, and . con- 


{equently that they were rather loos'd 
by the uſe of thoſe methods, than by 


any judicial ſentence ? This however 


is certain ( which is enough for our 


preſent purpoſe ) that Abſolution 
in this ſenſe cannot be look'd upon as 
_ generally neceſſary, becauſe the pecu- 

lar refuge of ſuch, as have been ſhut 
out of the Church. And if that be 
the caſe of Abſolution, as well as of the 
other ſuppoſed Sacraments ; Bapri/m 
and the Lord's Supper will continue to 


be the ozly ones, that are of that we- 


ceſſity to Salvation. 
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Books lately Printed for Richard Chiſivell, 


- FOLIO... 
D* Spencer de Lygib:5 Hebreorum Ritualibus & earim m Ra- 
tionibus, 

Sir James Turner's Pall as Armita,. or Milirary Efſays of the 

Ancient Grecian, Roman, and Modern Art of War. 

Dr. Zobn Lightfoot's Works in Engliſh, in 2 Volumes, with 

_ his Life, and with larpe and uſetul Tab'es 

Mr. Selden's Janus AnglorumEngliſhed,' with Notes; To which 
is added his Epinom:s, concerning the ancient Government 
and Laws of this Kingdom, never before < extant, 

Dr. 4[leftrees Sermons. .-. 

Dr. Towerſop's Explication of the Creed, Lords Prayer, and 
Ten Commandments in 3 Parts: 

Dr. Cave's Lives of the Primitive: Fathers in'two Volumes: . 

Sir The, Byers $5 Vulgar Errors, "with all: rhe reſt; of his 
Works. 
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WY UAR T 0. 
Atris Simanii * Dilau ſitiones Critice de Varits per tive Lita : 
& Tempora Bibfiorum Editionibus; Actedant Caſtigat. Opuſe, | 
I. Voſſa de Stbyllinis Oraculit, | 
Dr. Falkner's Two Treariſes of Reproaching and Cenſire: | 


with His Anſwer to Serjeant”s Surefooting, alſo ſeveral' oc- 
caſional Sermons. 

The Caſe of Lay-Communion with the Church of Exgland 
confidered. 

A Diſcourſe concerning the Celebration of Divine Service in + 
an Unknown Tongue. 


A Diſcourſe of the Negeffiry of Reformation, with reſpe& to 
the Errors and C ns of the Church of Rome. 


OCTAV 0. oh 
\RJliam Canr's Diſſerration'concerning the Governmene 
of the AncientChureh by Biſhops, Merropolicans and 
_ Patriarchs. 
Two Letters betwixt Mr. R. Smith and Dr, Hen. Hanimond a- 
bout Chriſts Deſcent into Hell. 

Dean Stratford's difſwaſive trom Revenge, 

TheLife of Biſhop Bedel. 
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|} © Books ltely Printed for Richard Chiſwell. 
| Dr. Harfis his Rational Diſcourſe of Remedies. 
 SirGeorge ways yy JuſtRighr of Monarchy. 
Defence of the yet the Royal Line of Scotland. 
Dr. Hex. Burtor's firſt Vo of Diſcourſes, .of Purity and 
Charity; of Repenrance and of ſeeking the Kingdom of 
God put liſhed by Dean Tillotſon. 
-——— His ſecond Vol. of Diſcourſes upon diyers other Prafti- 
cal SubjeRs. Pee 
Sir Thomas More's Utopia, newly made Engliſh. | 
Biſhop Jewels Apology for the Church of England, with his 
Lite, by a perſon of Quality. 
Dr. Towerſon on the Sacraments. Otayo. 
\ Dr. Cumber's Companion to the Altar. | | 
; Mr. Taner's Primordia, or the Riſe and Growth of the firſt 
| Church of God. 
Dr. Cumberland's Eflay towards the recovery of 7ewiſh Mea- 
| ſures and Weights, comprehending their Momies ; by the 
help of Antient Strandards compared with ours of England, 
| or Wettenhall's Method and Order of private Deyorion, 
welves. 
Mr. Seller's Devourt Communicant ; affiſted with Rules, Me- 
; ditations, Prayers, and Anthems. Twelves. 
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Hen I' note what degree ofthe Equator is at the Meti-- , 
om that degree on the Equator count 7%. degrees to... 
' ds, and bring thoſe 77, degrees to the Meridian alfo; 
Myhere the Meridian cuts the Tropick of S, I make a- - 
"&, ſo ſhall 75, degrees of the Tropick be contained be- 
--&two pricks : Then I -turn the Globe about till the 
Womes to the Horizon, and (with a quill thruſt between © - 
Sn and the Ball) T: faſten the Globe in this-polition : 
& 1 move the Meridian through the notches of the 
the ſecond prick riſes up to the Horizon, and then 
AFlegtees of the Meridian cut by the faperticies of the - 
"FT herefore I ſay, In the Latitude of 565 degrees the 
& is an hour longer then it is here at Loudon. 
$-would know in what Latitude the Dayes are -an 
FW, you muſt make your ſecond prick 7; degrees to 
Wrds of the firſt, and after you have brought the firſt 
Horizon, you muſt depreſs the Pole till the ſecend 
Wis to the Horizon : ſo ſhall the degree of the Meri- 
F&Horizon ſhew in what Elevation of the Pole the days 
WHour ſhorter. ; T | | 
*$Probleme may be found the alteration of Climates * 
*Þ aid in the Definition of Climates, Book, 1. fol. 28. ), 
Falter according to the half-hourly increaling of the 
2&7 : therefore the Latitude of 567 degrees (having its 
taſed an whole hour) is. diſtant from the Latitude of 
'F the ſpace of two Climates © —© 

: PROB, L. 
k place given, to find what alteration of Declinati- 
Inyſf have to make the Day an Howr longer or ſhor- 
'lnd in what number of Dates it will be. 


life the Globe to the Latitude of the place,and bring the 
place to the Eaſt ſide the Horizon, and note againſt 
be of the Horizon it is : then bring one of the Colures 
the Horizon in that degree of the Horizon, and at the 
ſaterſeion make a prick in the Colure 3 and obſcrve 
tice of the Equator is then at the Meridian: Then curn 
eWeſtwards, if the Dayes ſhorten, but Eaftwards it 


_ 
=K2 


_ = ſs 
they lengthen till 77, degrees of theEquator paſs through(c- 
ridian, and where the Horizon interſeQs the ſame Colyke 
another prick in the Colure : afterwards bring the (to 
the Meridian,and count the number of degrees betweegyo 
pricks, for ſo many degrees muſt the Suns Declinatiogto 
lengthen or ſhorten the Day an Hour. | 


Aa 


Example. t 


No 
The Suns place is & 10. 1 would know how much hqt- 
ter his Declination before the Day is an hour longer hey 
dya. Theretore I re&tihe the Globe to the Latitude 0 
and bring & 10.,#ithe Eaſt tide the Horizon, and tind 
2 4, degrees fieWthe Eaft point : theretore I bring onfhe 
Colures tog&24 * degrees,and cloſe by the edge of th 
I make a prick with black lead, in the Colure : then k 
Globe in this polition,l laok what degree of the Equa 
at the Meridian.and tind 250. 15.and becauſe the Days 
I turn the Globe Eaſtwards till 7; degrees from the fid. 
250. 15. paſs through the Meridian: then keeping the Gin. 
this polition, I make another prick in the Colure, andhig, 
x 4 this Colure to the Meridian, I nnd a little more then'5 dgof 
| | the Meridian contained between the two pricks: therefdy, 
when the Sun is in & 10 degrees , he mult alter his Dechh 
little more then 5 degrees to make the Day an Hour bb 
Now to know in what number of daycs he ſhallalterfte. 
W. - clination, you muſt tind the Declination of the twoprickhhe 
* Colure, as you found the Suns Declination by Prob. 5. te 
Arch of the Ecliptick that paſſes throngh the Merxidiatfe 
9 the Globe is turned from the firſt pricks Dezlination tok= 
: cond pricks Declination, is the number of the Ecliptical yes 
that the Sunis to paſs while he alters this Declination; the 
degrce of the Ecliptickhen at the Meridian is (with reſpkd 
to the Quarter of the Year) the place the Sun ſhall hav&n 
its Declination ſhall be altered fo muchas to make the In 
Hour longer. 
- «Thus having the Suns firſt place given, and its feconkee 
you may by tinding thoſe two places on the plainthe 
algknd the number of dayes comprehended ten 
TE-22] roDyAhe: RULE Probieme. / 


